
The City of Liberty
City Council 1829 Sam Houston

Liberty, TX  77575

Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org

~ Agenda ~ Dianne Tidwell

City Secretary
(936) 336-3684

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 6:00 PM City Council Chambers

City Council Page 1 Printed 1/22/2010

The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival
Mayor Carl Pickett ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Dennis Beasley ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Diane Huddleston ¨ ¨ ¨
Mayor Pro-Tem Mike McCarty ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Al Simonson ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Louie Potetz ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Frank Jordan ¨ ¨ ¨

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS

A. Information Item 2010-2

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston

B. Information Item 2010-3

Houston-Galveston Area Council / 2010 General Assembly

C. Information Item 2010-4

Backflow Prevention - E. McCreight & R. Hood

D. Information Item 2010-5

Financial Report for Dec 2009 - Naomi Herrington, Finance Director

E. Information Item 2010-6

Humphreys Cultural Center Expansion Project - Naomi Herrington, Finance Director
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IV. REGULAR AGENDA

A. Regular Session

1. Ordinance 2010-3

Consider Request of Change in Rates from Entergy Gulf States, Inc. and Possible Action to 
Include, But Not Limited To, Adoption of an Ordinance Declining to Approve the Change in 
Rates Requested in Entergy Gulf States, Inc. Statement of Intent Filed with the City on 
December 30, 2009.

2. Council Action 2010-6

Consider and Approve a Proposal for Financial Advisor Services for the City of Liberty.

3. Resolution 2010-2

Consider Approval of an Amended Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Application for 
the Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Grant, for New Technology Equipment.

4. Council Action 2010-7

Consider Approval of a Sewer Line Replacement on Kay and Centennial Streets.

• Map-Kay & Centennial Sewer (PDF)

B. Executive Session

Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Negotiation.  Gov. Code §551.087
Consultation With Attorney. Gov. Code §551.071
Meeting Concerning Municipally Owned Utility. Gov. Code §551.086

1. Discussion of economic development prospect.
2. Discussion of possible incentives for economic development prospect.

C. Reconvene into Regular Session

Consider any action on the items as discussed in the Executive Section

1. Council Action 2010-8

Consider Any Action, as Discussed in the Executive Session, Relative to the Economic 
Development Prospect.

2. Council Action 2010-9

Consider Approval of Incentives for a New Economic Development Prospect.

V. WORK SESSION

1. Work Session 2010-1

Discussion of Future Airport Fees, to Include the 9% Gross Receipts Tax.

• Airport Ord. 787 (PDF)

2. Work Session 2010-2
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Discussion of a Proposed Ordinance Regarding Prohibited Vehicles, Weapons, and Radio 
Controlled Devices with in City Parks.

VI. COUNCIL MEAL

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion To: Adjourn

CERTIFICATION

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 
the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 22nd day of 
January, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

_________________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

Notice given to The Vindicator, Liberty Gazette, and KSHN Radio.

NOTICE

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building.

I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was 
removed by me from the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of 
____________________, 2009. ----______________



The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports

INFORMATION ITEM 2010-2 DOC ID: 1532

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston
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Houston-Galveston Area Council / 2010 General Assembly
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Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Water & Sewer Issues

INFORMATION ITEM 2010-4 DOC ID: 1537

Backflow Prevention - E. McCreight & R. Hood
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City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Finance
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports

INFORMATION ITEM 2010-5 DOC ID: 1529

Financial Report for Dec 2009 - Naomi Herrington, Finance 
Director
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Humphreys Cultural Center Expansion Project - Naomi 
Herrington, Finance Director
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Utility Rates

ORDINANCE 2010-3 DOC ID: 1540 A

Consider Request of Change in Rates from Entergy Gulf 
States, Inc. and Possible Action to Include, But Not Limited 

To, Adoption of an Ordinance Declining to Approve the 
Change in Rates Requested in Entergy Gulf States, Inc. 

Statement of Intent Filed with the City on December 30, 2009.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
(or “City”) DECLINING TO APPROVE THE CHANGE IN RATES REQUESTED IN 
ENTERGY TEXAS, INC.’S (“ETI”) or “Company”) STATEMENT OF INTENT 
FILED WITH THE CITY ON DECEMBER 30, 2009; AND FINDING AND 
DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS ORDINANCE WAS 
CONSIDERED WAS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
TEXAS LAW; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF 
THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS.

WHEREAS, ETI, by letter dated November 17, 2009, notified the City of its intent 
to file a statement of intent to change rates, including a reconciliation of fuel and 
purchased power costs;

WHEREAS, on December 30, 2009, ETI filed with the City its Statement of Intent 
and Application for Authority to change Rates and to Reconcile Fuel Costs (“Statement 
of Intent”);

WHEREAS, the City has duly noticed its consideration of the Company’s 
Statement of Intent and is acting within its authority under applicable law;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS THAT the City DECLINES to approve any and all changes in rates 
requested by ETI and included in ETI’s Statement of Intent and that ETI’s existing rates 
should stay in effect.

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this the 26th day of January, 2010.

4.A.1
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Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

.
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1829 Sam Houston Department: Finance
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Proposals

COUNCIL ACTION 2010-6 DOC ID: 1531

Consider and Approve a Proposal for Financial Advisor 
Services for the City of Liberty.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Police
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Grant Issues

RESOLUTION 2010-2 DOC ID: 1528

Consider Approval of an Amended Resolution Authorizing 
Submission of a Grant Application for the Edward Byrne 

Memorial JAG Grant, for New Technology Equipment.

EXPLANATION:
The Police Department has been awarded a non-matching equipment grant in the amount
of $84,490.00 for car video cameras and related software, and digital cameras.  Prior to 
acceptance, a resolution of approval from City Council is required.  This resolution was 
previously passed by City Council.  The Criminal Justice Division has added specific 
language and the resolution is being updated.

Billy Tidwell

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE GRANT 
APPLICATION FOR THE EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JAG GRANT, 
A FULLY FUNDED GRANT FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE LIBERTY POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$84,490.00.

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty finds it in the best interest of the citizens of Liberty, 
Texas, that the Liberty Police Department Technology Grant be operated for the 2009-
2010 year; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Liberty agrees to provide applicable matching funds for the said 
project as required by the Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Stimulus grant application; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty designates Chief Billy Tidwell as the grantee’s authorized 
official.  The authorized official is given the power to apply for, accept, reject, alter or 
terminate the grant on behalf of the applicant agency.

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty agrees that in the event of loss or misuse of the Criminal
Justice Division funds, the City of Liberty assures that the funds will be returned to the 
Criminal Justice Division in full.

PASSED AND APPROVED on this the 26th day of January, 2010 at a special called 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas.

4.A.3
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________________________________
Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

4.A.3
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Sewer Issues

COUNCIL ACTION 2010-7 DOC ID: 1539

Consider Approval of a Sewer Line Replacement on Kay and 
Centennial Streets.

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Economic Development Issues

COUNCIL ACTION 2010-8 DOC ID: 1535

Consider Any Action, as Discussed in the Executive Session, 
Relative to the Economic Development Prospect.

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Economic Development Issues

COUNCIL ACTION 2010-9 DOC ID: 1536

Consider Approval of Incentives for a New Economic 
Development Prospect.

.

4.C.2

Packet Pg. 17



The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Airport Misc.

WORK SESSION 2010-1 DOC ID: 1534 A

Discussion of Future Airport Fees, to Include the 9% Gross 
Receipts Tax.

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 01/26/10 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: City Parks

WORK SESSION 2010-2 DOC ID: 1533

Discussion of a Proposed Ordinance Regarding Prohibited 
Vehicles, Weapons, and Radio Controlled Devices with in 

City Parks.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
PROVIDING FOR AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 2, SECTIONS 2-71; 2-75; 2-
76 AND 2-78 OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES AMENDING 
THE DEFINITION OF VEHICLE; AMENDING TRAFFIC WITHIN THE CITY 
PARKS; AMENDING PROHIBITED USE OF REMOTE CONTROL DEVICES 
WITHIN THE CITY PARKS; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE 
READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Definition

That for the purpose of this article, “vehicle” means, but not limited to, automobiles, 
trucks, tractors, motorcycles, ATVs (dirt bikes, three or four wheelers), gas-powered 
motor scooters, and electric motorized scooters, go-carts and any animal-drawn 
carriage.

SECTION 2. Prohibited vehicles

No person(s) shall operate any ATV, defined herein, gas-powered motor scooter, 
electric motorized scooter, tractor, go-cart or animal-drawn carriage within the City 
parks.  Only automobiles or motorcycles legally licensed for use on public streets shall 
operate within the city parks and only on designated park roads or parking areas.  
Exempt from these provisions shall be medically necessary motorized scooters used 
specifically by person(s) with disabilities and vehicles in the service of the City.

SECTION 3. Prohibited use of paintball weapons

The possession or use of paintball guns or similar devices shall be prohibited within the 
city parks.

SECTION 4. Remote controlled devices

5.2
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Work Session 2010-2 City Council Meeting January 26, 2010
Page 2

The use of remote controlled devices shall be prohibited within the city parks.  Such 
devices shall include, but not limited to, airplanes, cars, boats, etc.

SECTION 5. Penalty

Each violation under this section is a misdemeanor offense punishable, upon conviction, 
by a fine not to exceed five-hundred dollars ($500.00) per offense.

SECTION 6. Effective Date

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and 
publication.

SECTION 7 Dispensing with two readings

That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 
Liberty that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby dispensed with.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular called meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Liberty this the  day of February, 2010.

Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary
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