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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

     

     

     

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 3135) 

Proclamation-Liberty Lions Club 75th Anniversary 

2. Information Item (ID # 3136) 

Finance Report - N. Herrington, Finance Director 

3. Information Item (ID # 3137) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

4. Information Item (ID # 3138) 

Houston-Galveston Area Council - Councilperson Jordan 

5. Information Item (ID # 3139) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 
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IV. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 3142) 

Work Session regarding various issues related to the regulation of Recreational Vehicle Parks. 

V. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 3146) 

Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development Corporation’s action regarding a Bicycle 
Route Project. 

 Bicycle Routes (PDF) 

 Bicycle Route Signage (PDF) 

2. Council Action (ID # 3147) 

Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development Corporation’s grant to the Trinity River 
National Wildlife Refuge, “From Crosswalks to Boardwalks” Project. 

 Terracon - Boardwalk (PDF) 

3. Ordinance (ID # 3140) 

Consider action to amend the City of Liberty Code of Ordinances Section 10.02.122 regarding 
setback lines in the downtown area. 

 Agenda Item Form-Setbacks-Downtown (DOCX) 

4. Council Action (ID # 3141) 

Consider quotes received for rehabilitation of the Beaumont Lift Station, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 

 Agenda Item Form- Beaumont Lift Station (DOCX) 

 Beaumont Lift Station Quotes (PDF) 

5. Council Action (ID # 3143) 

Consider a process for selection of a police chief, and take any action deemed necessary. 

6. Council Action (ID # 3144) 

Consider a Tax Abatement Agreement between the City of Liberty and Sjolander Aviation, LLC. 

 Tax Abatement Agreement (PDF) 

7. Resolution (ID # 3145) 

Consider a Resolution in support of a grant from Texas Parks & Wildlife for construction of a 
boat ramp on the Trinity River. 

8. Council Action (ID # 3148) 

Discussion of a City-wide clean-up project, and take any action deemed necessary. 

9. Ordinance (ID # 3149) 

Consider action to amend the City of Liberty Code of Ordinances with respect to the regulation 
of Recreational Vehicle Parks. 
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10. Council Action (ID # 3150) 

Consider possible action to grant a variance as to certain requirements of the City of Liberty 
Ordinances with respect to the regulation of Recreational Vehicle Parks. 

 Variance RV Park-Resolution (DOCX) 

11. Council Action (ID # 3151) 

Discussion regarding allocation of proceeds from the sale of City property on Hwy. 90, and take 
any action deemed necessary. 

12. Council Action (ID # 3152) 

Discussion regarding allocation of Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency funds, and take any 
action deemed necessary. 

13. Council Action (ID # 3153) 

Consider possible action on the purchase of holiday decorations for the City of Liberty. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 24th day of 

October, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 

wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 

I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2014.      
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ARTICLE 10.02.122, 

FIGURE 5 BY REMOVING ALL MINIMUM LOT SIZE AND BUILDING SETBACK 

LINES FOR STRUCTURES LOCATED WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN AREA; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 

REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 

ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHEREAS, by adoption of previous ordinances, The City Council of the City of Liberty, 

Texas established regulations regarding lot improvements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas, finds it to be in the public 

interest to amend the ordinance and change the minimum lot sizes and setback lines for 

structures located in the downtown area, as defined in Article 3.09 Section 3.09.125 District 

boundaries.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  Article 10.02.122 Figure 5 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is 

amended as follows: 
 

Sec. 10.02.122.  Lot Improvements 

 

Figure 5. Minimum Lot Requirements 

Residential Type Minimum 

Lot Areas 

Minimum Lot 

Dimensions 

Front 

Setback 

Side 

Yard 

Back 

Yard 

Outside 

Side 

Yard/Corner 

Lot 

  Inside 

Lot 

Corner 

Lot 

    

Standard Single-

Family Residential  

Manufactured/Mobile 

Home (see provisions 

of 

Manufactured/Mobile 

Home Ordinance) 

 6,000 SF 60’(W) 

100’(D) 

75’(W) 

100’(D) 

20’ 7.5’ 

15’*** 

10’ 10’ 

Duplex 11,500 

SF (See 

Footnote 

105’(W) 

110’(D) 

120’(W) 

110’(D) 

20’ 7.5’ 

15’*** 

10’ 10’ 
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B) 

Townhouse or 

Garden Apartments 

(1) 

2,000 SF 20’(W) 

100’(D) 

35’(W) 

100’(D) 

5’ N/A 10’ 10’ 

Patio Homes 4,500 SF 45’(W) 

100’(D) 

55’(W) 

100’(D) 

5’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 

Apartment 

Complexes 

8,000 SF 80’(W) 

100’(D) 

95’(W) 

100’(D) 

5’ N/A 10’ 10’ 

Commercial Type 6,500 SF 65’(W) 

100’(D) 

80’(W) 

100’(D) 

5’ N/A 10’ 10’ 

Downtown Area  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

(1) Maximum density: 10 per acre. Minimum units in project: 10. Minimum units in cluster: 3. Maximum 

units in cluster: 6. 

*Exception - Corner Lots are required to be larger 

**W = Width; D = Depth; width is measured at the front setback line 

 

***Structure cannot be any closer than fifteen (15) feet to adjacent structures (e.g. house or business 

building) 

 

Footnote A:  Five (5) feet or (15’***) side yard is required for unit(s) adjacent to single-family residence, 

manufactured/mobile home, or duplex unit 

 

Footnote B:  Lot for duplex residential unit (two (2) dwellings) 

 

Section 2:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 
 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  
 

Liberty, this 28th day of October, 2014. 
 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           
 

ATTEST: 
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______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary       

5.A.3

Packet Pg. 23



CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: October 28, 2014   

 

Agenda Item No.   V.A.3 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider action to amend the City of Liberty Code of  

Ordinances Section 10.02.122, regarding setback lines in the downtown area. 

 

Department:  Building Inspections  

 

Subject: Amend Section 10.02.122 Table 5 Minimum Lot Requirements regarding 
setbacks in the downtown area.  

 

Background:  When the City of Liberty’s Code of Ordinances was recodified in 2009 
modifications were made to the Subdivision Ordinance. One of the modifications made 
to the Subdivision Ordinance dealt with building setbacks in the downtown area. 
 
The current Subdivision Ordinance requires the same building setbacks for all areas 
within the City, including the downtown area. The downtown area, as defined in the 
Code of Ordinances, begins at the intersection of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. and 
Milam and heads north on Milam to the intersection of Milam and Grand, then continues 
east on Grand to the intersection of Grand and San Jacinto, then continues heading 
south on San Jacinto to the intersection of San Jacinto and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd., then heading west on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. to the intersection of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. and Milam. If new development was to occur in the 
downtown area, a 20’ and 7.5’ front and side setbacks, respectively, would be required 
under the current subdivision Ordinance. 
 
Staff is recommending zero setbacks be required in the downtown area. The Planning 
and Zoning Commission approved the change in setbacks by a 5-0 vote. 
 

Fiscal Impact: NA 

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval. 

 

Purpose: This change will ensure orderly development of downtown properties. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: October 28, 2014   

 

Agenda Item No.   V.A.4 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider quotes received for rehabilitation of the Beaumont Lift 

Station, and take any action deemed necessary. 

 

 

Department:  Water/Wastewater  

 

 

Subject: Rehabilitation of the Beaumont Lift Station. 

 

 

Background: The Beaumont Lift Station was constructed in the 1970’s and has begun 
to experience pump and control panel failures. The most recent failure involved the self-
priming pumps. Based on the age and condition of the lift station a complete 
rehabilitation is required. Three quotes were received to install two (2) 3-Phase/4 inch 
10.0 HP submersible pumps, a stainless steel control panel and appurtenances. The 
quotes ranged from a low of $26,801 to a high of $29,227.50. The low quote was 
provided by Hahn Equipment Co., Inc. of Houston.  

 

Fiscal Impact: Funds are available in the Water/Wastewater Budget.    

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends awarding the rehabilitation work to Hahn 
Equipment Co., Inc.  

 

Purpose: The rehabilitation of the Beaumont Lift Station will ensure the proper 
operation of the sanitary sewer system in this area. 
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 RESOLUTION (ID # 3145) DOC ID: 3145 A 

 

 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS EXPRESSING A 

DESIRE TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BOATING ACCESS FACILITY ON THE 

TRINITY RIVER AND AUTHORIZING A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE TEXAS PARKS 

AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT FOR FUNDING ASSISTANCE FOR SUCH PROJECT. 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty, Texas, (hereinafter the “Sponsor”), is desirous of providing for the 

construction of a boating access facility on the Trinity River at Hwy 90 on the North East side, and; 

WHEREAS, the State of Texas, acting through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (hereinafter the 

“Department”), under the authority of Section 11.033 and 31.141 of the Parks & Wildlife Code, would 

provide funding for such construction, and; 

WHEREAS, the construction of such a facility would be of benefit to the citizens of the City of Liberty and 

Liberty County as well as transient recreational boaters from the State and other states: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the City of Liberty, meeting this 28th day of October, 2014, is 

hereby eligible for assistance and will enter into a project agreement with the Department to provide 

for said construction on a reimbursement basis, with the Sponsor providing 25% by appropriations or in-

kind services, and the Department providing 75% matching funds for work accomplished. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the undersigned is herewith authorized to sign any or all 

documents pertaining to the construction; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Sponsor has matching funds available; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Sponsor will operate said facility; perform all necessary 

maintenance and repairs to ensure public use, health and safety; and provide security surveillance to 

eliminate creations of nuisance or hazard to the public or adjacent property owner; for the life of the 

facility (minimum 25 years); 

AND BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED: That said facility will be open at all reasonable times to the public, and 

that revenue from any user fees will only be used to offset operation and maintenance costs of any 

supported facilities. 

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 28TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2014. 

        City of Liberty 

 

        By:      

        Name:      

        Title:    

ATTEST: 
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Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 

3.08.122 AND 3.08.129, AMENDING THE NUMBER OF TOILETS AND 

SHOWERS REQUIRED IN RV PARKS, AMENDING THE DISTANCE 

RESTROOMS IN RV PARKS MUST BE FROM SITES, AND AMENDING 

THE PERMANENT OCCUPANCY PROHIBITIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE 

BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHEREAS, by adoption of previous ordinances, The City Council of the City of Liberty, 

Texas currently regulates RV parks located within the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City currently requires a minimum number of male and female toilets 

and showers in an RV park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City finds that adjusting the number of required toilets and showers 

would be in the best interest of the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City currently regulates the maximum distance that a restroom may be 

from an RV site at an RV park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the distance of restrooms from RV sites should 

be adjusted; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty finds that it would be beneficial to 

the City for RVs to be allowed to stay in an RV park for longer than six (6) months. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  Article 3.08.122 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is amended to read 

as follows: 
 

Sec. 3.08.122 - Sanitary facilities 

 

a) Each RV park shall provide the following sanitary facilities as listed below: 

1. _____________ toilet or stool for the female sex for every _____________ sites or 

fraction thereof (minimum of one (1) is required) for the first one hundred and twenty 

(120) sites, and one (1) per forty (40) sites thereafter. 
 

2. ____________ toilet or stool and ____________ urinal for the male sex for every 

____________ sites or fraction thereof (minimum of one (1) is required) for the first 
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one hundred and twenty (120) sites, and one (1) toilet or stool and one (1) urinal per 

forty (40) sites thereafter. 
 

3. One (1) washbasin shall be provided within the toilet room for every two (2) toilets or 

fraction thereof (a minimum of one (1) is required). 
 

4. ____________ shower shall be provided for each sex for each ____________ sites or 

fraction thereof (minimum of one (1) is required for each sex) for the first one 

hundred and twenty (120) sites, and one shower for each sex per forty (40) sites 

thereafter. 
 

5. All toilets and shower facilities shall be placed in properly constructed buildings and 

located not more than _____________ feet from any recreational vehicle site. 
 

6. Buildings shall be well lit at all times, day or night, well ventilated with screened 

openings, and constructed of moisture-proof material to permit rapid and satisfactory 

cleaning, scouring and washing. 
 

7. The floors shall be concrete or other impervious material, elevated not less than four 

(4) inches above grade, and each room shall be provided with floor drains. 
 

8. A slop sink or basin with water supply shall be in each restroom (male and female) 

and at least one (1) in the laundry facility, and shall be constructed in accordance with 

design, size and materials approved by the building official. 
 

b) Toilet and bathing facilities shall be in separate rooms or partitioned apart in any manner 

as to provide privacy and promote cleanliness.  Each toilet provided in a community 

toilet house shall be partitioned apart from any other toilet in the same room.  The floor 

surface around the commode shall not drain into the shower floor. 
 

c) Toilet floors and walls shall be of impervious material, painted white or a light color, and 

kept clean at all times.  Shower stalls shall be of tile, plaster, cement or some other 

impervious material and shall be kept clean at all times.  If a shower stall is of some 

impervious material other than tile, cement or plaster, it shall be white or some light color 

and kept clean at all times.  The floor of any bathroom, other than the shower stall, shall 

be of some impervious material, and the walls of the bathroom, other than the shower 

stall, shall be papered with canvas and wallpaper, or an equivalent washable surface kept 

clean at all times. 
 

Section 2:  Article 3.08.129 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is amended to read 

as follows: 
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Sec. 3.08.129 - Permanent occupancy prohibited 

 

a) No RV park or recreational vehicle therein shall be used as a permanent residence for any 

period of time, notwithstanding section 3.08.116, except for permanent full-time 

employees of the RV park.  No more than one (1) space shall be allowed for use as a 

permanent residence for full-time employees.  Occupancy or parking of a recreational 

vehicle within the RV park extending beyond ______________ months shall be 

presumed permanent occupancy and is hereby prohibited. 
 

b) A recreational vehicle may not return for a period of __________ days following 

___________ months consecutively. 
 

c) Note: The city reserves the right to modify or change this section for the purpose of a 

natural disaster or related incidents, including the requirement of removal of all 

recreational vehicles that may be subject to dangerous or inclement weather.  However, 

the final decision for the removal of all recreational vehicles, as defined herein, shall be 

at the sole discretion of the owner/operator of the RV park.  The city assumes no liability. 
 

Section 3:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 4:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 
 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  
 

Liberty, this _________ day of October, 2014. 
 

 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary       
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A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS, GRANTING A REQUEST BY MARK HOPSON 

FOR A VARIANCE TO SECTIONS 3.08.122 AND 3.08.129 OF THE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING THE NUMBER OF TOILETS 

AND SHOWERS REQUIRED AT AN RV PARK, AMENDING THE 

DISTANCE RESTROOMS IN RV PARKS MUST BE FROM SITES, 

AND AMENDING THE PERMANENT OCCUPANCY 

PROHIBITIONS FOR HIS PROPERTY LOCATED ON LAKELAND 

DRIVE IN LIBERTY, TEXAS 

 

WHEREAS, by adoption of previous ordinances, The City Council of the City of 

Liberty, Texas currently regulates RV parks located within the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City currently requires a minimum number of male and female 

toilets and showers in an RV park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the grant of a variance for the number of 

required toilets and showers in this instance would be in the best interest of the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City currently regulates the maximum distance that a restroom 

may be from an RV site at an RV park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that approving a variance for the distance of 

restrooms from RV sites is in the best interest of the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty finds that it would be 

beneficial to the City for RVs to be permitted to stay in an RV park for longer than six (6) 

months. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Liberty grants the 

following variances to Sections 3.08.122 and 3.08.129 of the Code of Ordinances for the 

proposed RV park owned by Mark Hopson and located on the following described 

property: 

  

Being approximately 8.958 acres located on tracts 242 and 243 of the 

George Orr Survey, Abstract 91, and being further identified in the deed 

filed in Volume 1946, Page 399 of the Liberty County real property 

records. 

 

Variance 1:  A Variance to Article 3.08.122 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Liberty is approved as follows: 

 

Sec. 3.08.122 – Sanitary facilities 

 

a) Each RV park shall provide the following sanitary facilities as listed below: 

1. _____________ toilets or stools for females. 

 

2. ____________ toilets or stools and ____________ urinals for males. 

 

3. ____________ washbasins shall be provided within the toilet room for males 

and females. 

 

4. ____________ showers shall be provided for each sex. 

 

5. All toilets and shower facilities shall be placed in properly constructed 

buildings and located not more than _____________ feet from any 

recreational vehicle site. 
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Variance 2:  A variance to Article 3.08.129 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Liberty is approved as follows: 

  

Sec. 3.08.129 – Permanent occupancy prohibited 

 

a) No RV park or recreational vehicle therein shall be used as a permanent residence 

for any period of time, notwithstanding section 3.08.116, except for permanent 

full-time employees of the RV park.  No more than one (1) space shall be allowed 

for use as a permanent residence for full-time employees.  Occupancy or parking 

of a recreational vehicle within the RV park extending beyond ______________ 

months shall be presumed permanent occupancy and is hereby prohibited. 

 

b) A recreational vehicle may not return for a period of __________ days following 

___________ months consecutively. 

 

c) Note: The city reserves the right to modify or change this section for the purpose 

of a natural disaster or related incidents, including the requirement of removal of 

all recreational vehicles that may be subject to dangerous or inclement weather.  

However, the final decision for the removal of all recreational vehicles, as defined 

herein, shall be at the sole discretion of the owner/operator of the RV park.  The 

city assumes no liability. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of October, 2014. 

 

 

     CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

            

     ___________________________________ 

     Carl Pickett 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell 

City Secretary 
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