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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

     

     

     

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 3193) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. G. Broz 

2. Information Item (ID # 3194) 

Finance Report - Finance Dir., N. Herrington 

IV. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 3195) 

Consider acceptance of the Annual Audit Report for Fiscal Year 2013-2014, as presented by 
Swaim, Brents and Associates. 

 Audit Report (DOCX) 
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2. Council Action (ID # 3196) 

Consider award of bid for sanitary sewer improvement on Hollywood Street, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 

 Sewer Imp-Hollywood (PDF) 

3. Ordinance (ID # 3197) 

Consider adoption of an Ordinance authorizing participation with other Entergy Service Area 
Cities in matters concerning Entergy Texas, Inc. at the Public Utility Commission of Texas and 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in 2015. 

 Entergy Info (PDF) 

4. Council Action (ID # 3200) 

Consider Appointments to the 2015 Charter Review Commission. 

V. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 3198) 

Discussion of possible amendments to the City’s Recreational Vehicle Ordinance. 

 RV Ord Info (PDF) 

2. Work Session (ID # 3199) 

Discussion of the International Council Code (ICC), Building Construction Related Appendices. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

CERTIFICATE 

 
I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 20th day of 
January, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

 
 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 

24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 

I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2015.      
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Agenda Item No. IV.A.1 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider acceptance of the Annual Audit Report for Fiscal Year 
2013-2014, as presented by Swaim, Brents and Associates. 

 
 

Department:  Administration/Finance  

 

Subject: Annual Audit Report   

 

 

 

Background: Swaim, Brents and Associates are independent external auditors that 
review the City’ financial operations and present an Audit Report after the first of every 
year. 

  

 

 

Fiscal Impact: Cost for audit services is $40,000. 

 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the Audit Report. 

 

 

 

Purpose: The auditors purpose is to review and provide reasonable assurance that the 
City’s financial statements are presented fairly in accordance with all government 
standards, and to review the financial operations for checks and balances. 
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A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, 

AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER ENTERGY SERVICE 

AREA CITIES IN MATTERS CONCERNING ENTERGY TEXAS, INC. AT 

THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS AND THE FEDERAL 

ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION IN 2015; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 

ORDINANNCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
  

WHEREAS, Entergy Texas, Inc.’s (“ETI”) implementation of customer choice has 

ceased due to Senate Bill 1492 and ETI will continue to be regulated under traditional cost-of-

service regulation; 
 

 WHEREAS, changes to the Public Utility Regulatory Act addressing rates and rate 

proceedings will have a direct impact on ETI and customer bills during 2015 and into the future; 
 

 WHEREAS, ETI is scheduled to litigate requests in various proceedings before the 

Public Utility Commission of Texas, before municipalities, or before the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission in 2015 related to ETI’s integration with the Midwest Independent 

System Operator (“MISO”), ETI’s continuing commitment to exit the Entergy System 

Agreement on an expedited basis, various fuel cost refunds or surcharges and reconciliations, 

capacity cost surcharges and reconciliations; and for any type of  base rate proceedings (such as a 

new base rate increase request, transmission cost recovery rider, a distribution cost recovery 

rider, energy efficiency cost recovery factor, hurricane restoration cost or offset true-ups, or a 

purchased power capacity cost recovery rider) or cost allocation adjustments; 
 

 WHEREAS, ETI is scheduled to file fuel factor proceedings at the Public Utility 

Commission in February and August 2015, and file other fuel proceedings during 2015 to 

reconcile fuel, to refund or surcharge fuel charges, and to change the fuel mechanism, along with 

various surcharge requests impacting rates; 
 

WHEREAS, ETI is expected to file a proceeding for a base rate change and fuel 

reconciliation during 2015 to recover costs associated with new capacity purchases; 
 

WHEREAS, ETI is scheduled to file a proceeding to recover costs incurred in association 

with its Energy Efficiency Plan as well as reconcile past costs; 
 

 WHEREAS, Cities have the statutory right to set fair and reasonable rates for both the 

Company and customers within Cities; 
 

 WHEREAS, Cities have exclusive original jurisdiction over rates, operations, and 

services of an electric utility in areas in the municipality pursuant to Tex. Util. Code § 33.001; 
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 WHEREAS, Cities have standing in each case before the Public Utility Commission of 

Texas that relates to an electric utility providing service in the municipality pursuant to TEX. 

UTIL. Code § 33.025, and standing before each Federal Energy Regulatory Commission case in 

which the City may be affected pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 385.214; 
 

 WHEREAS, Cities are entitled to reimbursement by the utility of their reasonable rate 

case expenses to participate in cases that are deemed rate proceedings pursuant to Tex. Util. Code 

§ 33.023. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, that: 
 

 SECTION 1.  The City of Liberty shall participate with other Cities to intervene in ETI’s 

various rate filings related to the various fuel cost surcharges and reconciliations, capacity cost 

surcharges and reconciliations, the allocation and refund of rough production cost equalization 

payments, any interim or incremental surcharge proceedings or surcharge adjustments, and for 

any base rate adjustment proceedings or cost of service adjustments on file with the Public 

Utility Commission of Texas or with municipalities in 2015 and seek appropriate regulatory 

scrutiny in any case on file at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission affecting the City and 

its residents. 
 

The City of Liberty shall participate with other Cities to intervene in fuel or fuel related 

proceedings at the Public Utility Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

on file in 2015 concerning ETI’s rates charged to Texas customers. 
 

 All such actions shall be taken pursuant to the direction of the Cities’ Steering 

Committee.  Cities’ Steering Committee shall have authority to retain rate consultants and 

lawyers.  Cities’ Steering Committee shall direct the actions of Cities’ representatives in the 

above proceedings.  The Steering Committee is directed to obtain reimbursement from ETI of all 

reasonable expenses associated with participation in said proceedings. 
 

 SECTION 2. That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby dispensed 

with. 
 

 SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall be effective from and after the date of its passage. 
 

 PASSED by __________________ vote of the City Council of the City of Liberty, 

Texas, this 27
th

 day of January, 2015. 
 

     THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

 

      

     By: ________________________________ 

      Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
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_________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 

 

      

Randy Gunter, City Attorney 
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EXPLANATION: 
City Charter requires that Council make appointments to the Charter Review Commission in 
January of each odd-numbered year.  This Commission is comprised of five citizens from the 
City of Liberty.  Term of office is six months; however, upon written request of a majority of the 
Commission members, the City Council may extend the commission's term of office for a period 
not to exceed 90 days. 
 
FYI - 2013 Charter Review Members:  Councilperson Jordan, Jamie Carter, Victor Barranco, 
Marsha LaFour and Glenda Calloway. 
 
 
. 
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