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The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

Councilperson Paul Glazener     

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Ordinance (ID # 4077) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS ANNEXING 
A 0.27 SQUARE MILES TRACT OF LAND, PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF CERTAIN 
BOUNDARY LIMITS OF THE CITY TO INCLUDE CERTAIN TERRITORY IDENTIFIED BY 
LIBERTY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT RECORDS AS PROPERTY ID #19341; 
PROVIDING THAT ANNEXED TERRITORY BEARS PRO RATA PART OF TAXES; 
ADOPTING A SERVICE PLAN FOR THE ANNEXED PROPERTIES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

2. Ordinance (ID # 4078) 
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CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
SUSPENDING THE RATES PROPOSED BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., 
d/b/a CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS 
(“CENTERPOINT” OR “COMPANY”) COMPANY’S GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAM (“GRIP”) FILING MADE WITH THE CITY ON MARCH 29, 2018; FINDING THAT 
THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS 
AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 
AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 CenterPoint Ord Letter - Lawton Law Firm (PDF) 

3. Ordinance (ID # 4079) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ARTICLE 5, REGULATING FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION;  PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF 
THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE 
DAYS. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 13th day of April, 
2018 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 

 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 
 

 
NOTICE 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 

 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2018.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 04/17/18 12:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Annexation 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4077) DOC ID: 4077  

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS ANNEXING A 0.27 
SQUARE MILES TRACT OF LAND, PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF 
CERTAIN BOUNDARY LIMITS OF THE CITY TO INCLUDE CERTAIN 
TERRITORY IDENTIFIED BY LIBERTY COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
RECORDS AS PROPERTY ID #19341; PROVIDING THAT ANNEXED 
TERRITORY BEARS PRO RATA PART OF TAXES; ADOPTING A SERVICE 
PLAN FOR THE ANNEXED PROPERTIES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

 

WHEREAS, the Texas Local Government Code Section 43.021 allows a home-

rule municipality to (1) fix the boundaries of the municipality; and (2) extend the 

boundaries of the municipality and annex area adjacent to the municipality; and 

 WHEREAS, public hearings were held on March 20, 2018 and March 27, 2018 in 

the City Council Chambers of the City of Liberty, Texas where all interested persons 

were provided with an opportunity to be heard on the proposed annexation of the 

territory fully described in EXHIBIT “1” attached hereto and incorporated herein; and  

WHEREAS, the above described territory lies within the extraterritorial 

jurisdiction of the City of Liberty, Texas; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 

 Section 1.  That all of the recitals and preambles hereinabove stated are found 

to be true and correct and are incorporated herein and made a part of this ordinance. 

Section 2. That the following described land and territory lying adjacent to and 

adjoining the City of Liberty, Texas, pursuant to Sections 43.035 and 212.171 of the 

Texas Local Government Code, is hereby added and annexed to the City of Liberty, 

Texas, and said territory hereinafter described shall hereafter be included within the 

boundary limits of the City of Liberty, Texas, and the present boundary limits of such 
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city, at the various points contiguous to the area hereinafter described, are altered and 

amended so as to include said area within the corporate limits of the City of Liberty, 

Texas, to-wit: 

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “2” 

Section 3.   That the above described territory is so annexed and shall be a 

part of the City of Liberty, Texas, and the property so added hereby shall bear its pro 

rata part of the taxes levied by the City of Liberty, Texas, and the inhabitants thereof 

shall be entitled to all of the rights and privileges of all the citizens and shall be bound 

by the acts, ordinances, resolutions, and regulations of the City of Liberty, Texas 

pursuant to Sections 43.035 and 212.171 of the Texas Local Government Code.  The 

service plan attached hereto as EXHIBIT “3” is hereby adopted as part of the 

annexation of the property annexed to the City as provided for and now described in 

EXHIBIT “2.” 

Section 4. Should any section or part of this ordinance be held unconstitutional, 

illegal, or invalid, or the application thereof ineffective or inapplicable as to any territory, 

such unconstitutionality, illegality, invalidity, or ineffectiveness of such sections or part 

shall in no wise affect, impair, or invalidate the remaining portion or portions thereof, but 

as to such remaining portion or portions, the same shall be and remain in full force and 

effect. 

Section 5. Should this ordinance for any reason be ineffective as to any part of 

the area hereby annexed to the City of Liberty, such ineffectiveness of this ordinance as 

to any such part or parts of any such area shall not affect the effectiveness of this 

ordinance as to all of the remainder of the area.  If there is included within the general 

description of territory set out in Section 3 of this Ordinance to be annexed to the City of 

Liberty any lands or area which are presently part of and included within the limits of the 

City of Liberty, or which are presently part of and included within the limits of any other 

city or within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of any other city, or which are not within the 

City of Liberty's jurisdiction to annex, the same is hereby excluded and excepted from 
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the territory to be annexed as fully as if such excluded and excepted area were 

expressly described herein. 

Section 6. That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule 

Charter of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is 

hereby dispensed with. 

PASSED AND APPROVED in Liberty, Texas this ____ day of March, 2018. 

 

 CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

 

_____________________________ 

Carl Pickett, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

 

_____________________________ 

Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 

STATE OF TEXAS  § 

§ 

COUNTY OF LIBERTY § 
 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the ___ day of 

__________________, 2018 by, Mayor Carl Pickett of the City of Liberty, Texas. 

 

____________________________  __________________________ 

Notary Public, State of Texas  Notary’s Printed Name 
 
 

Commission Expires: ___________ 
 

 

Please Return Recorded Copy to: 

3.A.1
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Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

City of Liberty 

1829 Sam Houston 

Liberty, Texas 77575    
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

PROPOSED ANNEXATION TERRITORY (.27 SQUARE MILES) 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

2018 ANNEXATION TRACT 8 
 

Field Note Description for approximately .27 square miles for annexation to    
incorporation of the City of Liberty 

 
BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of 2016 Annexation Tract 7, same being a point in 
East line of the United States of America tract recorded in Volume 670 Page 327, Deed 
Records, Liberty County, Texas, having coordinates of N:9975374.24, E:4074719.99  
 
THENCE SOUTHERLY along and with the East line of the United States of America tract as 
recorded in Volume 670 Page 327 to a point having coordinates of N:9973757.91, 
E:4074852.20;  
 
THENCE SOUTHERLY continuing along and with the East line of the United States of 
America tract as recorded in Volume 670 Page 327 to a point locating the Southeast corner 
of said tract having coordinates of N:9972516.04, E:4075041.44, said point also being the 
common line of the B.M. Spinks Survey, Abstract No. 108 and the J. McFaddin Survey, 
Abstract No. 76;  
 
THENCE WESTERLY along and with the South line of the United States of America tract as 
recorded in Volume 670 Page 327, the same being the South line of the B.M. Spinks 
Survey, Abstract No. 108 to a point coordinates of N:9972053.95, E:4069506.45, the same 
being in the Southerly line of the 2016 Annexation Tract 7;  
 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY over and across the United States of America tract recorded 
in Volume 670 Page 327, the same being along with the Southeasterly line of the said 2016 
Annexation Tract 7 to the POINT OF BEGINNING and containing .27 square miles, more or 
less.  
 

Note: All coordinates referenced to Texas State Plane Central Zone US Feet NAD83 and 

based on the Liberty County Appraisal District GIS data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit “A” 

Page 1 of 1 

MARK W. WHITELEY & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 

EXHIBIT 2 
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PROPERTIES ACTUALLY ANNEXED (PROPERTY ID # 19341) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT “A” 
2018 ANNEXATION TRACT 8 

 
Field Note Description for approximately .27 square miles for annexation to    
incorporation of the City of Liberty 
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BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of 2016 Annexation Tract 7, same being a point in 
East line of the United States of America tract recorded in Volume 670 Page 327, Deed 
Records, Liberty County, Texas, having coordinates of N:9975374.24, E:4074719.99  
 
THENCE SOUTHERLY along and with the East line of the United States of America tract as 
recorded in Volume 670 Page 327 to a point having coordinates of N:9973757.91, 
E:4074852.20;  
 
THENCE SOUTHERLY continuing along and with the East line of the United States of 
America tract as recorded in Volume 670 Page 327 to a point locating the Southeast corner 
of said tract having coordinates of N:9972516.04, E:4075041.44, said point also being the 
common line of the B.M. Spinks Survey, Abstract No. 108 and the J. McFaddin Survey, 
Abstract No. 76;  
 
THENCE WESTERLY along and with the South line of the United States of America tract as 
recorded in Volume 670 Page 327, the same being the South line of the B.M. Spinks 
Survey, Abstract No. 108 to a point coordinates of N:9972053.95, E:4069506.45, the same 
being in the Southerly line of the 2016 Annexation Tract 7;  
 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY over and across the United States of America tract recorded 
in Volume 670 Page 327, the same being along with the Southeasterly line of the said 2016 
Annexation Tract 7 to the POINT OF BEGINNING and containing .27 square miles, more or 
less.  
 

Note: All coordinates referenced to Texas State Plane Central Zone US Feet NAD83 and 

based on the Liberty County Appraisal District GIS data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit “A” 

Page 1 of 1 

MARK W. WHITELEY & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
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EXHIBIT 3 

 

SERVICE PLAN FOR PROPERTIES ANNEXED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNEXATION SERVICE PLAN 
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The City of Liberty, Texas will provide for the extension of municipal services into 

the territory annexed in accordance with the following schedule: 

 

 1. POLICE PROTECTION:  Provided immediately upon annexation. Service 

will be provided to all residents of the annexed area on the same basis as those 

residents currently living within the City limits. 

 

 2. FIRE PROTECTION:  Provided immediately upon annexation. Service will 

be provided to all residents of the annexed area on the same basis as those residents 

currently living within the City limits. 

 

 3.  WATER AND WASTE WATER: Water and wastewater services will be 

provided to the annexed area on the same basis as those residents currently living 

within the City limits.  

 

 4. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES: Provided immediately upon 

annexation. Service will be provided to all residents of the annexed area on the same 

basis as those residents currently living within the City limits. 

 

 5. SOLID WASTE COLLECTION:  Residents and business may continue to 

use their current solid waste provider.  

 

 6. PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND SWIMMING POOLS:  The City parks and 

all recreational facilities will be available for use by residents of the annexed area, 

beginning on the effective date of the annexation ordinance. 

 

 7. CODE ENFORCEMENT SERVICES:   
 

  a. Enforcement of the City’s ordinances will be provided within 
the annexed area on the effective date of the annexation ordinance.  These 
ordinances and other regulations will be enforced using existing personnel. 
 

  b. Complaints of ordinance violations or other code violations 
within the annexed area will be answered and investigated by existing personnel 
on the effective date of the annexation ordinance. 
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  c. Animal Control services will be provided to those areas 
within the annexed area on the effective date of the annexation ordinance using 
existing personnel and equipment. 
 

  d. Vector control services will be provided to those areas within 
the annexed area on the effective date of the annexation ordinance using 
existing personnel and equipment. 

  
 

8. MISCELLANEOUS: General municipal administration and administrative 

services of the City shall be available to the annexed area beginning with the effective 

date of the annexation ordinance. 

 

 9. LIBRARY SERVICES:  The City Library and facilities will be available for 

use by residents of the annexed area, beginning on the effective date of the annexation 

ordinance. 

 
 

. 
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 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS SUSPENDING THE RATES 

PROPOSED BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., d/b/a 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS 

(“CENTERPOINT” OR “COMPANY”) COMPANY’S GAS RELIABILITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (“GRIP”) FILING MADE WITH THE CITY ON 

MARCH 29, 2018; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN 

MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO 

THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING 

WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER 

THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

WHEREAS, on or about March 29, 2018, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a 

CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas (“CenterPoint” or “Company”) 

filed an Annual GRIP adjustment for the Beaumont/East Texas Service Area with the City of 

Liberty (“City”) to increase gas rates in the Beaumont/East Texas Service Area pursuant to Gas 

Utility Regulatory Act, TEX. UTIL. CODE (“Gas Utility Regulatory Act”) § 104.301; and  

WHEREAS, the Company proposed an effective date of May 28, 2018, for the rate 

increase; and 

WHEREAS, City has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates, operations and 

services of a gas utility in areas in the municipality pursuant to Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 

103.001; and 

WHEREAS, Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 104.301 requires a streamlined process for the 

recovery of the costs of incremental investment by a gas utility; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s review of CenterPoint’s GRIP filing is limited to a ministerial 

review of the filing for compliance with the statute; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds the need to suspend the effective date of CenterPoint’s 

proposed rate increase for 45 days beyond the Company’s proposed effective date until July 11, 

2018 in order to review the Company’s filing for compliance with Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 

104.301; and 

WHEREAS, the reasonableness of the Company’s investment will be reviewed in 

CenterPoint’s subsequent base rate case where all costs included in CenterPoint’s GRIP filing 

will be subject to refund.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 

3.A.2

Packet Pg. 14



Ordinance (ID # 4078) City Council Meeting April 17, 2018 
Page 2 

 

Section 1. That the statement and findings set out in the preamble to this ordinance 

are hereby in all things approved and adopted.  

Section 2. The effective date of the Company’s proposed GRIP rate increase, and the 

proposed tariffs related thereto, are hereby suspended until July 11, 2018. 

Section 3. To the extent the City finds that the rates proposed by CenterPoint’s filing 

comply with Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 104.301, then the rates will become effective by 

operation of law on July 11, 2018. 

Section 4. The meeting at which the ordinance was approved was in all things 

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, 

Chapter 551. 

Section 5. That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 

of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 17th day of April, 2018. 

 

            

      Carl Pickett, Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

 

 

      

 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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THE LAWTON LAW FIRM, P.C.
12600 Hill Country Blvd., Suite R-275 • Austin, Texas 78738 • 512/322-0019 • Fax: 512/329-2604

April 6,2018

Ffa E-Mail

Mr. Richard Ferguson
City Attorney - City of Anahuac
City Attorney - City of Sour Lake
13201 Northwest Freeway, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77040

Mr. Tyrone Cooper
City Attorney - City of Beaumont
P.O. Box 3827

Beaumont, Texas 77704

Mr. Kyle Hayes
City Manager - City of Beaumont
P.O. Box 3827

Beaumont, Texas 77704

Ms. Kelly McDonald
City Manager - City of Cleveland
907 E. Houston

Cleveland. Texas 77327

Mr. Paul Fukuda

City Attorney - Bridge City
260 Rachal

Post Office Box 846

Bridge City. Texas 77611

Mr. David Olson

City Attorney - City of Cleveland
Wortham Tower, Suite 600

2727 Allen Parkway
Houston, Texas 77019

Ms. Angela Smith
City Secretary - City of Cleveland
907 E. Houston

Cleveland. Texas 77327

Mr. Matt Benoit

City Manager - City of Huntsville
1212 Ave.M

Huntsville. Texas 77340

Mr. Leonard Schneider

City Attorney - City of Huntsville
Liles Parker, PLLC
800 Rockmead Dr., Ste 165

3 Kingwood Place
Kingwood, TX 77339

Mr. Jesse Branick

City Attorney - City of Nederland
221 Hwy. 69 South, Suite 100 (office)
Nederland, Texas 77627

Mr. Gary Broz
City Manager - City of Liberty
1829 Sam Houston

Liberty. Texas 77575

Mr. Christopher Duque
City Manager- City of Nederland
P.O. Box 967

Nederland. Texas 77627
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Mr. Shawn Oubre

City Manager - City of Orange
803 W. Green Avenue, Room 201
Orange, Texas 77630

Mr. Harry Wright
City Attorney - City of Silsbee
P.O. Box 186

Port Neches, Texas 77651

Mr. Jack Provost

City Manager - City of Sour Lake
625 Hwy 105 W
Sour Laice, Texas 77659

Mr. Rodney Price
City Attorney - City of Pine Forest
P.O. Box 310

Vidor, Texas 77670

Ms. DeeAnn Zimmerman

City Manager - City of Silsbee
105 South 3^'' Street
Silsbee, Texas 77656

Re: CentcrPoint Encrg\' 2018 Annual GRIP Adjustment for the Beaumont/East

Texas Division

Dear Cities:

On March 29, 2018, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy
Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas ("CenterPoint" or "Company") filed a Gas Reliability
Infrastructure Program ("GRIP") adjustment factor with each of your communities in the
Beaumont/East Texas Division of the Company. The Company is authorized to make annual
GRIP rate change requests pursuant to Texas law passed in 2003, Gas Utility Regulatory Act,
Tex. Util. Code § 104.301 ("GRIP Statute") also see Section 7.7101 of the Railroad
Commission of Texas ("Commission") Gas Services Division Rules. The GRIP Statute
authorizes gas utility companies to request annual rate increases associated with year-to-year
changes in incremental investment. The changes in investment are not subject to reasonableness
review in the GRIP filing. Instead all amounts collected under a GRIP filing are considered
interim rates subject to review and refund in the Company's next base rate proceeding.

The GRIP Statute provides that the proposed GRIP rate surcharge will become effective
60 days from the date of the Company's filing or May 28, 2018, unless suspended by the Cities.
Cities may suspend the GRIP rate increase for an additional 45 days beyond the Company's
proposed effective date of May 28, 2018 while reviewing the GRIP application. Attached to this
letter is a Rate Ordinance for your consideration. This Rate Ordinance will suspend the GRIP
rate effective date until July 11, 2018. Please remember if your City wishes to suspend the
proposed rates you must take action by passing the attached Rate Ordinance prior to May
28,2018. Otherwise the Company's requested rates will go into etYect on May 28, 2018.

The review process of a GRIP filing is generally a ministerial review limited to ensuring
that the GRIP filing complies with the GRIP Statute. See Atmos Energy Corp. v. Cilies of Allen,
353 S.W. 3d 156 (Tex. 2011).
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During the suspension period any issues related to whether the GRIP filing comports with
the GRIP filing rules can be reviewed so that Cities may make a final decision on this GRIP
proposal. Please send a completed copy of the final Rate Ordinance to us either by mail or
email.

If there are any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Lawton
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 04/17/18 12:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4079) DOC ID: 4079  

 

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ARTICLE 5, 

REGULATING FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION;  PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 

3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON 

TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHERAS, fire protection and prevention is very important to the safety and welfare of 

the citizens of Liberty; and 

 

 WHERAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas, finds it to be in the public 

interest to regulate burning within the city limits.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  Article 5.01.005 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is created to read as 

follows: 
 

 Article 5.01.005.  Burning Prohibited 

 

(a) Unlawful. Unless otherwise allowed by this article, it shall be unlawful for 

any person to burn, on public or private property, any materials, including 

but not limited to, leaves, limbs, trash, paper, or rubbish of any kind 

without the expressed written consent of the Liberty Fire Marshall. 
 

(b) Exceptions.  Burning shall be allowed as set forth in subsections (b)(1) 

and (b)(2) of this section, but only when the burning does not cause an 

adverse impact on the community or on neighboring property owners. 
 

(1) Burning may be allowed when used for recreational or warmth 

purposes within a self-contained fire pit or chimenea or in the 

preparation of food. 
 

(2) On-site burning of trees, brush, and other plant growth may be allowed 

for land clearing operations when the materials are generated only 

from that property and no practical alternative exists for its removal.  

Prior approval for said burning must be obtained in writing from the 

City’s Fire Marshall. 
 

(c) Any person violating this ordinance may be found guilty of a class C 

misdemeanor. 
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Section 2:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date that it is 

published in the newspaper on two separate dates. 
 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  
 

Liberty, this _________ day of _______________________, 2018. 
 

 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           
 

ATTEST: 
 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary      
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