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The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

Councilperson Paul Glazener     

Councilperson Chipper Smith     

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 4257) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. Tom Warner 

2. Information Item (ID # 4258) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

 Shred It Event (DOC) 

3. Information Item (ID # 4259) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 
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IV. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Ordinance (ID # 4238) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS ADOPTING AN AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019, 
AT A RATE OF $0.5851 PER ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR ($100) ASSESSED VALUATION ON 
ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH 
THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

2. Council Action (ID # 4253) 

Consider approval of a bid for Tax Resale Property described as 0.7281 acres, GEO ORR, 
Tract 240, Street and Paving (Cook Street). 

 Tax Resale Property Info (PDF) 

 Tax Resale Prop Map (PDF) 

3. Council Action (ID # 4254) 

Consider approval of a Lease Agreement between the Port of Liberty, Chambers-Liberty 
Counties Navigation District and the City of Liberty, and Schlumberger Technology Corporation, 
for property located at 1505 Fort Worth Street, Liberty, Texas. 

 Lease Agreement-Schlumberger (PDF) 

4. Council Action (ID # 4255) 

Consider approval of the dates of March 22nd and 23rd for the 2019 Liberty Jubilee. 

 March 2019 Events (PDF) 

5. Council Action (ID # 4256) 

Consider designation of certain Fire Department Self Contained Breathing Apparatus 
Equipment (SCBA) as surplus property, and authorize the transfer of the designated SCBA 
Equipment to the Texas Forest Service. 

 FD SCBA Equipment (PDF) 

6. Council Action (ID # 4260) 

Consider approval of a new City of Liberty Purchasing Policy. 

7. Ordinance (ID # 4261) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS (“CITY”) 
APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT FILED IN ENTERGY TEXAS, INC.’S RATE PROCEEDING 
INITIATED ON MAY 15, 2018; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 
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I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 18th day of 

September, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 

 

 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2018.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4257) DOC ID: 4257 A 

 

 
Subject: Project Updates 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the City Manager the opportunity to update the Council 
and the public on current and future City projects and activities. 
 
 
. 

3.1
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4258) DOC ID: 4258  

 

 
Subject: Recycling Report 
 
Background:  The City of Liberty holds several community "Shred It Events" during the year for 
proper disposal of sensitive documents.  Councilperson Huddleston arranges these events for 
the City.  A Shred-It Event will be held on Saturday, September 22, 2018 from 9 a.m. until Noon.  
Councilperson Huddleston will report on this event at the Council Meeting. 

 
Fiscal Impact:  The City has allocated $4000 from the Solid Waste Fund for recycling.  The 
cost for the Shred Events are expended from this fund.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends continuing with the Shred Events for the 
benefit of the residents. 
 
 
. 
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Free opportunity to safely dispose of valuable customer 

information!! 
  

The City of Liberty  

Hosts 
 

“Shred It and Forget It!”  

Saturday, September 22 
9:00 AM until Noon or Until Truck Fills Up!! 

 

Liberty City Hall  
Parking lot  

  

  

Individuals are asked to bring old credit card statements, IRS tax 

records, computer disks, or anything that lists personal information 

…to be commercially shredded --- absolutely FREE!! 
  

  

The City of Liberty stresses the importance of shredding 

 customer and personal confidential information to prevent Identity Theft. 
  

  

“Shred It and Forget It!” 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Announcements 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4259) DOC ID: 4259  

 

 
Subject: Mayor, Council & Staff Comments 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the Mayor, Council and Members of Staff to comment 
on recognition of community members, city employees, upcoming events, etc. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Rate 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4238) DOC ID: 4238 D 

 

 
Subject: Tax Rate Adoption 
 
Background:  After the budget is adopted, the Council must adopt an ordinance setting the tax 
rate.  This action completes the budget process.  The tax rate includes two components: a levy 
for maintenance and operations of $0.3742 and a levy for debt service of $0.2109. 
 
The previous year’s tax rate was $0.6100.  The proposed rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 is 
$0.5851. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The FY 2018-2019 Budget will raise more revenue from property taxes than last 
year’s budget by approximately $220,545. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the proposed tax rate. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
ADOPTING AN AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019, AT A RATE 
OF $0.5851 PER ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR ($100) ASSESSED VALUATION ON ALL 
TAXABLE PROPERTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH 
THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

WHEREAS, following public notices duly posted and published as required by law, 
public hearings were held on August 28, 2018, and September 11, 2018, by and before 
the City Council of the City of Liberty, the subject of which was the proposed tax rate for 
the City of Liberty for Fiscal Year 2018-2019, submitted by the City Manager in 
accordance with provisions of required state statutes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council, upon full consideration of the matter, is of the opinion that 
the tax rate hereinafter set forth is proper and should be approved and adopted. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1. There is hereby levied and shall be assessed for the tax year 2018-2019 
on all taxable property situated within the corporate limits of the City of Liberty, Texas, 
and not exempt by the Constitution of the State and valid State laws, a tax of $0.5851 
on each $100 assessed valuation of taxable property as follows: 
 

(a) for the purpose of General Fund Maintenance and Operation of the municipal 
government of the City of Liberty, a tax of $0.3742 on each $100 assessed value on all 
taxable property; and 

 

(b) For the purpose of payment of principal and interest on all Debt Service of the City of 
Liberty, a tax of $0.2109 on each $100 assessed value on all taxable property. 

4.A.1

Packet Pg. 8



Ordinance (ID # 4238) City Council Meeting September 25, 2018 
Page 2 

 

 

THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE. 
 

THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED BY 8.24 PERCENT AND WILL 
RAISE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A $100,000 HOME BY 
APPROXIMATELY $-3.60. 
 

SECTION 2. The tax roll, prepared by Richard Brown, Liberty County Tax Assessor-
Collector, as presented to the City Council, together with any supplements thereto, be 
and the same are hereby approved.  
 

SECTION 3. Should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 
section of this ordinance, be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional, the same 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance which shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 

SECTION 4. All ordinances of the City of Liberty Texas, in conflict with the provisions of 
this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed; provided, however, that all other 
provisions of said ordinances not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage, as 
the law and charter in such cases provide. 
 

SECTION 6.  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 
of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby 
dispensed with. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS, ON THIS THE 25TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
              

        Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

4.A.1
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Property 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4253) DOC ID: 4253  

 

 

Subject: Tax Resale Property (Cook Street) 
 

Background: The Tax Resale Property is located within the Park Place Apartments 
and serves as their parking lot. Apparently when the apartment complex changed 
ownership the parking lot was not included in the sale. Since the sale of the property, no 
one has paid the taxes resulting in the taking of the property for back taxes. An offer has 
been made to purchase the property from someone other than the current owner of the 
apartment complex. The property owner of the apartment complex believes they have 
ownership but have not provided any documentation. Liberty County has approved the 
sale of the property.   
 

Fiscal Impact: The amount of funds to be distributed to the City of Liberty from the sale 
of the property is $12,877.57 and will also place the property back onto the tax roll. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the sale of the property for 
$60,000.00.  
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Agreements 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4254) DOC ID: 4254  

 

 
Subject: Lease Agreement- Schlumberger 
 
Background: This agreement is for the lease of property at 1505 Fort Worth Street, to 
Schlumberger Technology Corporation.  The terms of the lease are for a period of one (1) year 
beginning April 1, 2018 - March 31, 2018.  The lease shall automatically renew for consecutive 
one (1) year terms at a rate to be agreed upon by the Parties at that time (renewal).  
Schlumberger shall pay the sum of $24,000 per annum, payable in twelve (12) monthly 
payments of $2,000.00 per month. 
 
Fiscal Impact: These funds are paid directly to the Port of Liberty and have no fiscal impact on 
the City. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the Lease Agreement with 
Schlumberger Technology Corporation. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Jubilee 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4255) DOC ID: 4255 A 

 

 
Subject: Jubilee Dates 
 
Background: The Liberty Jubilee is a community event that has typically been held the 4th 
weekend of March each year.  There is always concern regarding other events in the 
community or region, that may affect the attendance at our event.  Vendors also set their 
calendars many months ahead of time, an issue for consideration. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The Jubilee revenues are affected by the size of the crowd in attendance. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends Council approve the dates of March 22nd and 23rd 
for the 2019 Liberty Jubilee. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Surplus Equipment 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4256) DOC ID: 4256  

 

 
Subject: Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
 
Background: The Fire Department is in possession of older SCBAs, which have been replaced 
in the Department with newer equipment.  The Texas Forest Service will take this equipment, 
refurbish it and supply it to other smaller departments that cannot afford to purchase new 
equipment. 
 
Fiscal Impact:  There is no fiscal impact to the City. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends declaring this equipment surplus, and transferring 
it to the Texas Forest Service to assist another government entity. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Policy Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4260) DOC ID: 4260  

 

 
Subject:  Purchasing Policy 
 
Background: The City of Liberty Purchasing Policy was last updated in September 2011. Since 

that time there have been changes in State law regarding purchases by governmental entities 

and the City’s Purchase Policy Guidelines have become outdated. The proposed changes 

maintain the same competitive purchasing requirements while providing additional flexibility to 

the Department Directors by increasing the dollar threshold and minimum documentation 

required for the various procurement methods.  Other changes to the policy are minor in nature 

and do not have a significant impact. 

Fiscal Impact: An up-to-date purchasing policy ensures that the best value is obtained in the 
acquisition of goods and services in a fair and transparent manner. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the new purchasing policy. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/25/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Electric Issues 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4261) DOC ID: 4261  

 

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS (“CITY”) APPROVING 

THE SETTLEMENT FILED IN ENTERGY TEXAS, INC.’S RATE 

PROCEEDING INITIATED ON MAY 15, 2018; FINDING THAT THE MEETING 

COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS 

AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; DECLARING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES 

BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHEREAS, on or about May 15, 2018, Entergy Texas, Inc. (“ETI” or “Company”) filed 

a Statement of Intent with the City to increase electric rates in its service area by $117.5 million 

per year; 

WHEREAS, ETI proposed to offset the first two years of the rate increase by about 

$100.8 million per year for income taxes that it over-collected as a result of the Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act of 2017 (“TCJA”); 

WHEREAS, the City suspended the effective date of ETI’s rates within its jurisdictional 

limits until September 17, 2018, and retained the Lawton Law Firm, P.C. to review the 

Company’s rate change request and proposed tariffs; 

WHEREAS, the City denied ETI’s rate request on August 28, 2018; 

WHEREAS, concurrently with its filing with the City, the Company filed its Statement of 

Intent with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (“PUC” or “Commission”) on May 15, 2018, 

under Docket No. 48371; 

WHEREAS, the City intervened in Docket No. 48371 at the Commission along with 

other cities pursuant to the Public Utility Regulatory Act (“PURA”) § 33.025; 

WHEREAS, ETI, PUC Staff, and other intervening parties participating in Docket No. 

48371 have reached a settlement of ETI’s base rate increase request; 

WHEREAS, the settlement authorizes a $53.2 million increase to ETI’s current adjusted 

revenues; 

WHEREAS, the settlement provides that ETI will return to customers approximately 

$205 million (including interest) in excess deferred tax savings that accrued pursuant to the 

TCJA;  

WHEREAS, the settlement provides that ETI will return to customers $25 million for tax 

over-collections in 2018 as a result of the TCJA; 
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WHEREAS, over the first four years rates are in effect, Residential customers will 

experience a $2.9 million annual decrease compared to current rates, Small General Service 

customers will receive a $1.3 million annual increase, and Street Lighting rates will decrease by 

about $900,000 per year. The impact on the remaining rate classes will average out to a $3.6 

million annual decrease for General Service customers, a $700,000 annual increase for Large 

General Service customers, and $1.1 million annual increase for Large Industrial Power Service 

customers. 

WHEREAS, having reviewed the Company’s rate change request and the terms of the 

proposed settlement, the Lawton Law Firm has recommended approval of the settlement 

agreement;  

WHEREAS, settlement of the case will reduce the risk of an unanticipated or negative 

outcome and will also reduce litigation expenses; and  

WHEREAS, the settlement will result in a just and reasonable outcome and is in the 

public interest. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 

 Section 1. That the statement and findings set out in the preamble to this Ordinance 

are hereby in all things approved and adopted. 

 Section 2. The settlement agreement proposed in PUC Docket No. 48371 is 

approved. 

 Section 3. The meeting at which this ordinance was approved was in all things 

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, 

Chapter 551. 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage. 

 Section 5. That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 

of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 25
th

 day of September, 2018. 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

ATTEST:      Carl Pickett, Mayor 

 

_______________________________  

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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