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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival
Mayor Carl Pickett ¨ ¨ ¨
Mayor Pro-Tem Mike McCarty ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Dennis Beasley ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Diane Huddleston ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Frank Jordan ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Louie Potetz ¨ ¨ ¨
Councilperson Libby Simonson ¨ ¨ ¨

II. INVOCATION

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council on items that are 
not on the City Council Agenda.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any 
action on non-agenda items.  In some situations, City staff may be able to respond to the public comment with a 
factual statement or clarification.  City Council may request that the item be placed on a future agenda at which time 
the Council may deliberate and/or act.

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS

A. Information Item (ID # 2256)

Various Project Updates

B. Information Item (ID # 2257)

Shred-It Recycling Event

C. Information Item (ID # 2258)

Annual Review and Update of the Community Development Capital Improvement Program.
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, and if such a request is made, 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in a normal sequence on the agenda.

A. Minutes Approval

1. Tuesday, November 08, 2011

2. Tuesday, November 22, 2011

3. Tuesday, December 06, 2011

B. Council Action (ID # 2264)

Consider Ratifying the Agreement for Fire Protection Services Between the City of Liberty and 
Liberty County.

• Fire Protection Agreement Dec 2011 (PDF)

VII. REGULAR AGENDA

A. Regular Session

1. Ordinance (ID # 2262)

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Objecting to a Proposed Rate Increase from Entergy Gulf 
States, Inc.

2. Public Hearing (ID # 2246)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 609 Washington Street.

• PH 609 Washington (PDF)

3. Council Action (ID # 2247)

Consider an Order of Abatement for the Structure Located at 609 Washington Street.

• Order of Abatement 609 Washington (DOC)

4. Public Hearing (ID # 2248)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 708 Lamar.

• PH 708 Lamar (PDF)

5. Council Action (ID # 2249)

Consider an Order of Abatement for the Structure Located at 708 Lamar.

• Order of Abatement 708 Lamar (DOC)

6. Public Hearing (ID # 2250)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 1102 Trinity.

• PH 1102 Trinity (PDF)

7. Council Action (ID # 2251)

Consider an Order of Abatement for the Structure Located at 1102 Trinity.
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• Order of Abatement 1102 Trinity (DOC)

8. Public Hearing (ID # 2252)

Public Hearing on the Structure Located at 3019 Grand.

• PH 3019 Grand (DOC)

9. Resolution (ID # 2253)

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demolition and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
3019 Grand.

10. Public Hearing (ID # 2254)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structures Located at 615 Washington, 617 
Washington, and 107 Tennessee.

• PH 615 Washington, 617 Washington, 107 Tennessee (DOC)

11. Resolution (ID # 2255)

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demoltions and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
615 Washington, 617 Washington, and 107 Tennessee.

12. Public Hearing (ID # 2259)

Public Hearing Regarding the Taxing of Tangible Personal Property in Transit Which Would 
Otherwise be Exempt Pursuant to Texas Tax Code, Section 11.253.

• Goods in Transit Info 2011 (PDF)

13. Ordinance (ID # 2260)

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance to Tax Tangible Personal Property in Transit Which Would 
Otherwise be Exempt Pursuant to Texas Tax Code, Section 11.253.

14. Council Action (ID # 2263)

Consider Approval of the Final Plat of the Katina Whittington Subdivision.

• K. Whittington Subd Map Dec 2011(PDF)

15. Council Action (ID # 2261)

Consider Appointments to the Airport Advisory Board.

16. Council Action (ID # 2265)

Consider and Act Upon Possible Changes to the City Election Cycle as a Result of SB 100.

17. Council Action (ID # 2266)

Consider Awarding Bid for a SCADA System for the City’s Water Wells and Water Towers.

• SCADA Water Wells & Towers (PDF)

18. Council Action (ID # 2271)

Consider Approval of a Change Order (TWDB) for the SCADA System for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and Lift Stations.

• Change Order TWDB WWTP & Lift Stations (PDF)

• TWDB SCADA(PDF)

19. Council Action (ID # 2269)
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Consider and Adopt the 2011 Plan of Finance as Presented by the City’s Financial Advisor, on 
November 8, 2011.

• 2011 Plan of Finance (PDF)

20. Council Action (ID # 2270)

Consider and Compile a List of Projects to be Funded by the Proposed Issuance of Certificates 
of Obligation.

• CO Projects (PDF)

21. Council Action (ID # 2272)

Consider Authorizing Submission of an Application to the Houston-Galveston Area Council for a 
Community Improvement Grant.

• HGAC Community Grant (PDF)

22. Council Action (ID # 2273)

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on Proposed Curbside Recycling to be Provided by Waste 
Management for City Residents.

• Recycling Proposal Dec 2011 (PDF)

23. Council Action (ID # 2274)

Consider Authorizing Submission of an Application to the Houston-Galveston Area Council for a 
Solid Waste Grant.

• Solid Waste Grant Dec 2011 (PDF)

24. Information Item (ID # 2275)

Discussion Regarding the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency and the Cambridge Project.

B. Executive Session

Deliberation Regarding Real Property. Gov. Code §551.072
Consultation with Attorney, Closed Meeting. Gov. Code §551.071

1. Discussion regarding sale of real estate.
2. Discussion regarding contemplated litigation.

C. Reconvene into Regular Session

1. Council Action (ID # 2267)

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on the Sale of Real Estate as Discussed in the Executive 
Session.

2. Council Action (ID # 2268)

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on Contemplated Litigation as Discussed in the Executive 
Session.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

A. Motion To: Adjourn

CERTIFICATION
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I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 
the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 9th day of 
December, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

_________________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

NOTICE
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building.

I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2011.
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I. CALL TO ORDER
The Meeting was called to order on November 8, 2011 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:01 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett.

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Carl Pickett Mayor Present
Mike McCarty Mayor Pro-Tem Absent
Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present
Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present
Frank Jordan Councilperson Present
Louie Potetz Councilperson Present
Libby Simonson Councilperson Present
Gary Broz City Manager Present
Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present
Randy Gunter City Attorney Present
Brandon Davis City Counsel Present

II. INVOCATION
The Invocation was given by Mr. Kevin Ladd.

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was given by Fire Chief Fred Collins.

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments.

Mayor Pickett reported on the following:

1) Veterans' Memorial Highway Dedication to be held on Wednesday, November 9, at 9:30 
a.m.,
2)  new flag placed on the flagpole on Hwy. 90,
3)  Employee Appreciation Dinner to be held Thursday, November 17th,
4)  on November 8th proclaimed November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month, and
5) Councilperson Huddleston has scheduled a "Shred It Day" for Saturday, December 3rd in the 
City Hall parking lot. 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the following:

1)  on Saturday, November 12th the Animal Control Department will hold a pet adoption day 
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from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at the corner of Main & Grand, and
2)  on Wednesday, November 9th, FEMA, in coordination with the FCC will conduct the 
country's first nationwide Emergency Alert System Test.  This test will last approximately three 
minutes.

V. WORK SESSION

A. Work Session (ID # 2217)

Discussion of City Elections and Possible Changes as a Result of SB 100.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Lengthy discussion was held regarding SB 100 which brings Texas into compliance with federal 
legislation, changing the time that military and overseas voters have to receive their ballots and 
return them to assure that their vote counts.  SB 100 adjusts several dates in the election 
calendar, one being that the primary runoff date has been moved from April to the fourth 
Tuesday in May.  Many County election officials have determined they are not in a position to 
offer voting equipment to cities and school districts for May elections in even numbered years.  
Discussed were the following options for conducting city elections:

1) City can purchase voting equipment and continue to conduct its own annual elections in May,

2) City can move to November uniform election date, allowing for a joint election with the County 
on each annual November uniform election date,

3) City can unstagger Council Member terms and conduct elections on May uniform election 
date in odd-numbered years only.  This would dictate that all seven Council seats are up for 
election every two years.

4) City can continue to conduct its own annual election on the May uniform election date, if the 
County is willing to provide voting equipment or by holding joint elections with the County.

Additional discussion on this topic will be held at a future meeting.

B. Work Session (ID # 2215)

Discussion with Mr. Bob Henderson, City Financial Advisor, Regarding Possible Future Projects 
and Updating the City’s Plan of Finance.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Bob Henderson, City of Liberty Financial Advisor, was present to speak with Council 
regarding updating the City's plan of finance, to include proposed future projects and associated 
funding.  Mr. Henderson stated that the June 2010 Plan of Finance was well focused and the 
City is currently on schedule with its objectives.

Mr. Henderson reviewed the city's current finances, speaking to the various sources of revenue, 
to include sales tax collections which year-to-date, are up.  Mr. Henderson further reviewed 
various fund balances and the city's debt issues currently outstanding.  Mr. Henderson stated 
that there are several projects requiring the city's attention including a new police station, as 
stated in the previous plan of finance, currently estimated at an approximate cost of $2.5 million, 
and several immediate needs; replacement of the Humphreys Cultural Center HVAC system at 
an estimated cost of  $200,000, and an equipment shed for the Public Works Service Center at 
an estimated cost of $50,000.  
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Mr. Henderson reported that with the application for Round 2 Disaster Funds in the amount of 
$1 million for construction of the police department facility, the City will be able to issue 
certificates of obligation to cover the above mentioned projects, with no increase in the I & S tax 
rate the next year.  Lengthy discussion ensued regarding the issuance and other details related 
to the City's debt.

Cost of issuance:

Police Station  $2.5 million

Cultural Center AC & Heating $200,000

PW Service Center Shed  $50,000

Cost of Issuance/Legal fees $75,000

Total $2,825,000

Round 2 Disaster Funds - $1 million

Total Issuance $1,825,000

Mr. Henderson concluded his presentation by stating that the figures discussed are subject to 
action by Council to publish Notice of Intent to Issue in January and selling the debt in February, 
2012.

C. Work Session (ID # 2216)

Discussion of Possible Tattoo Parlor Ordinance.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

This item was passed on for discussion at a later date.

VI. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS

A. Information Item (ID # 2210)

Various Project Updates

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mr. Broz reviewed with Council the printed project report of November 8th stating that the smart 
meter replacement project is nearing completion, the Monta Street water storage project should 
be in first class condition by the end of the week, the TXDOT contractor is working on the dirt 
work for the hangars at the Municipal Airport, and the Wastewater Treatment Plant operation is 
going well, with only a small punch list of items to complete.

Mr. Broz also reported on the status of other projects including the Fire Department Substation, 
Boomerang Electric Substation, new summary billing, sewer line replacement, and other various 
projects.
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B. Information Item (ID # 2211)

Abated Structures

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

This item was passed on for discussion at a later date.

C. Information Item (ID # 2212)

Airport Advisory Board Appointments

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

City Manager Gary Broz reported that the Airport Advisory Board will cease to exist on 
December 31, 2011. Mr. Broz stated that should the Council extend the term of this Board, 
appointments will need to be made at the December Council Meeting.

VII. CONSENT AGENDA
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

A. Minutes Approval

1. Tuesday, October 11, 2011

B. Council Action 2011-113

Consider Extending the Term of the Airport Advisory Board.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion approving the Consent Agenda included extending the term of the Airport Advisory 
Board until December 31, 2013.

VIII. REGULAR AGENDA

A. Regular Session

1. Council Action 2011-114

Consider Approval of the Preliminary Plat of the Katina Whittington Subdivision, Located on the 
East End of Westwood Avenue.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Candy Motschman, Inspection Department, reported that Ms. Whittington obtained property 
from her father and additional land for a street right-of-way extension of Westwood, in order to 
obtain the proper street frontage for construction of a future home.  This property is located off 

6.A.1

Packet Pg. 12

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
N

o
v 

8,
 2

01
1 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

p
ro

va
l)



Regular Meeting Agenda November 8, 2011

City Council Page 5 Printed 12/2/2011

of Hwy. 563, south of the Briargate Subdivision.  Discussion was held regarding the street 
condition, improved road frontage and the property owners responsibility, previous water line 
extension, and additional related issues.  Ms. Motschman further reported that the plat meets 
the City's requirements and was conditionally approved, for minor changes, by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.

Motion was made to approve the preliminary plat of the Katina Whittington Subdivision. 

ATTACHMENTS:

• Katina Whittington Subdivision Checklist (PDF)

• Katina Whittington Subd  Map (PDF)

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 2]

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Carl Pickett, Dennis Beasley, Diane Huddleston, Frank Jordan

NAYS: Louie Potetz, Libby Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

2. Public Hearing (ID # 2218)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 902 Washington Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 7:19 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened a Public Hearing on the condemnation of the structure 
located at 902 Washington Street.  Brandon Davis, Legal Counsel, explained that this property 
was previously approved for demolition by Council, that the demolition has taken place, and by 
City ordinance this hearing must be held in order to set the lien amount for filing with the 
County.

After a brief power point showing the before and after pictures of the property under 
consideration, Mr. Davis questioned Robbie Hood, Code Enforcement Officer, asking if proper 
notice was given to the property owner regarding this public hearing, if notice was published in 
the newspaper, and if bids were taken for the demolition process.  Mr. Hood answered in the 
affirmative to all questions, stating that the demolition cost for 902 Washington was $2,100.00.  
Additional costs for publications, mailing costs, filing fees, and attorney's fees bring the total lien 
amount to $2,319.66.

At7:22 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.

ATTACHMENTS:

• Demo Exp 902 Washington (DOC)

3. Resolution 2011-18

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demolition and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
902 Washington Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to approve the Resolution authorizing the filing of a lien on the property 
located at 902 Washington Street, in the amount of $2,319.66.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

4. Public Hearing (ID # 2220)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Sturcture Located at 839 Washington Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 7:23 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened a Public Hearing on the condemnation of the structure 
located at 839 Washington Street.  Brandon Davis, Legal Counsel, explained that this property 
was previously approved for demolition by Council, that the demolition has taken place, and by 
City ordinance this hearing must be held in order to set the lien amount for filing with the 
County.

After a brief power point showing the before and after pictures of the property under 
consideration, Mr. Davis questioned Robbie Hood, Code Enforcement Officer, asking if proper 
notice was given to the property owner regarding this public hearing, if notice was published in 
the newspaper, and if bids were taken for the demolition process.  Mr. Hood answered in the 
affirmative to all questions, stating that the demolition cost for 839 Washington was $2,450.00.  
Additional costs for publications, mailing costs, filing fees, and attorney's fees bring the total lien 
amount to $2,651.70.

At7:25 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.

ATTACHMENTS:

• Demo Exp 839 Washington (DOC)

5. Resolution 2011-19

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demolition and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
839 Washington Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to approve the Resolution authorizing the filing of a lien on the property 
located at 839 Washington Street, in the amount of $2,651.70.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

6. Public Hearing (ID # 2222)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 507 Trinity Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 7:26 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened a Public Hearing on the condemnation of the structure 
located at 507 Trinity Street.  Brandon Davis, Legal Counsel, explained that this property was 
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also previously approved for demolition by Council, that the demolition has taken place, and by 
City ordinance this hearing must be held in order to set the lien amount for filing with the 
County.

After a brief power point showing the before and after pictures of the property under 
consideration, Mr. Davis questioned Robbie Hood, Code Enforcement Officer, asking if the 
proper process was followed regarding notice to property owners and bids, just as discussed in 
the previous two properties. Mr. Hood answered in the affirmative to all questions, stating that 
the demolition cost for 507 Trinity was $2,800.00.  Additional costs for publications, mailing 
costs, filing fees, and attorney's fees bring the total lien amount to $2,942.52.

At 7:27 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.

ATTACHMENTS:

• Demo Exp 507 Trinity (DOC)

7. Resolution 2011-20

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demolition and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
507 Trinity Street.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to approve the Resolution authorizing the filing of a lien on the property 
located at 507 Trinity Street, in the amount of $2,942.52.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

8. Public Hearing (ID # 2224)

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 3603 Beaumont.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 7:29 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened a Public Hearing on the condemnation of the structure 
located at 3603 Beaumont Avenue.  Brandon Davis, Legal Counsel, explained that this property 
was also previously approved for demolition by Council, that the demolition has taken place, 
and by City ordinance this hearing must be held in order to set the lien amount for filing with the 
County.

After a brief power point showing the before and after pictures of the property under 
consideration, Mr. Davis questioned Robbie Hood, Code Enforcement Officer, asking if the 
proper process was followed regarding notice to property owners and bids, as discussed in the 
previous properties. Mr. Hood answered in the affirmative to all questions, stating that the 
demolition cost for 3603 Beaumont Avenue was $4,800.00.  Additional costs for publications, 
mailing costs, filing fees, and attorney's fees bring the total lien amount to $4,914.34.

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.
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ATTACHMENTS:

• Demo Exp 3603 Beaumont (DOC)

9. Resolution 2011-21

Consider a Resolution to Affirm the Cost of Demolition and Assess Lien on Property Located at 
3603 Beaumont Avenue.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to approve the Resolution authorizing the filing of a lien on the property 
located at 3603 Beaumont Avenue, in the amount of $4,914.34.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

10. Resolution 2011-22

Consider a Resolution to Set Hearings Regarding Hazardous/Substandard Building Demolition 
Liens.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Brandon Davis reported that expenses were incurred for the City's demolition of various 
properties as follows: 

3019 Grand Street, Liberty, Texas,

615 Washington Street, Liberty, Texas,

617 Washington Street, Liberty, Texas, and

107 Tennessee, Liberty, Texas

Motion was made to set the public hearing date of December 13, 2011 to establish lien amounts 
on the properties located at 3019 Grand Street, 615 Washington, 617 Washington Street, and 
107 Tennessee Street.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

11. Resolution 2011-23

Consider a Resolution Casting the City’s Voting Entitlement for Position(S) on the Liberty 
County Central Appraisal District Board of Directors.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to apply the City's entire voting entitlement of 168 votes to John Hebert, Jr. 
for a position on the Liberty County Central Appraisal District Board of Directors.

6.A.1
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Regular Meeting Agenda November 8, 2011

City Council Page 9 Printed 12/2/2011

ATTACHMENTS:

• CAD Voting Entitlement Info 2011 (PDF)

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

12. Public Hearing (ID # 2228)

Public Hearing Regarding the Taxing of Tangible Personal Property in Transit Which Would 
Otherwise be Exempt Pursuant to Texas Tax Code, Section 11.253.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 7:38 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened a Public Hearing regarding the taxing of tangible personal 
property in transit which would otherwise be exempt pursuant to Texas Tax Code, Section 
11.253.  Legal Counsel Brandon Davis explained that "goods-in-transit" means tangible 
personal property that is acquired or imported into the state to be forwarded to another location 
in or out of state; is property temporarily stored at a location that is not owned by the owner of 
the personal property, and is property that is transported to another location in or out of state not 
later than 175 days after the imported property is brought into the state.  Further discussion 
included goods not regulated by this tax, taxing these goods for 2012 requires Council action by 
December 31, 2011, and other related topics.

At 7:47 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.

ATTACHMENTS:

• Goods in Transit Info 2011 (PDF)

13. Ordinance (ID # 2229)

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance to Tax Tangible Personal Property in Transit Which Would 
Otherwise be Exempt Pursuant to Texas Tax Code, Section 11.253.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the ordinance into the record as follows:

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS TO TAX 
TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY IN TRANSIT WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE BE EXEMPT 
PURSUANT TO TEXAS TAX CODE, SECTION 11.253; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS."

Discussion ensued regarding the impact of this tax from the Central Appraisal District, the 
percentage of impact on small business, that passing this ordinance allows the City to tax goods 
that qualify, and other matters related thereto.

No action was taken; this item will be brought to Council at a later date.

6.A.1
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Regular Meeting Agenda November 8, 2011

City Council Page 10 Printed 12/2/2011

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN

14. Council Action 2011-112

Consider Approval of the PSAP Responding Boundary Agreement Between the City of Dayton 
and the City of Liberty.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Police Chief Billy Tidwell reported that the Public Safety Answering Point Responding Boundary 
Agreement redefines the 911 boundaries, ensuring that the boundary between the City of 
Dayton and the City of Liberty are accurate and does not conflict.  This agreement is part of the 
ongoing updates to the 911 System implemented by the Houston-Galveston Area Council.

Motion was made to approve the PSAP Agreement between the Houston-Gavleston Area 
Council, the City of Dayton and the City of Liberty, as presented.

ATTACHMENTS:

• PSAP Agreement - Dayton Nov 2011 (PDF)

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

15. Information Item (ID # 2230)

Annual Review and Update of the Community Development Capital Improvement Program.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

This agenda item was passed on until a later date.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

A. Motion To: Adjourn

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

.

Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

6.A.1
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____________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

6.A.1
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The City of Liberty
City Council 1829 Sam Houston

Liberty, TX  77575

Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org

~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell

City Secretary
(936) 336-3684

Tuesday, November 22, 2011 6:00 PM City Council Chambers

City Council Page 1 Printed 12/8/2011

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Meeting was called to order on November 22, 2011 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 
Sam Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:05 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett.

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Carl Pickett Mayor Present
Mike McCarty Mayor Pro-Tem Absent
Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present
Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present
Frank Jordan Councilperson Present
Louie Potetz Councilperson Present
Libby Simonson Councilperson Present
Gary Broz City Manager Present
Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present
Randy Gunter City Attorney Present

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments.

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the following:
1) Council will soon receive an invitation from Boomerang Tube, LLC to an Open House and 
Facility Tour to be held on December 2nd,
2) new utility billing is working well, past due notices are no longer sent out,
3) expressed appreciation to Council for the Employee Appreciation Dinner held on November 
17th, and
4) received information from Comcast Cable regarding potential programming changes.

Mayor Pickett reported on the following:
1) expressed appreciation for the efforts of Daneille Abt, Humane Officer, for the Dog Adoption 
Day held on November 12th,
2) stated that Councilperson Huddleston had scheduled a "Shred-It" day from 9 a.m. until Noon 
on Saturday, December 3rd,
3) remarked on a recent Houston Chronicle newspaper article regarding electric rates in the 
Houston area, and that the City of Liberty is in the normal range for the area, and
4) wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving with friends and family.

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS

A. Information Item (ID # 2233)

6.A.2
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Special Called Meeting Agenda November 22, 2011

City Council Page 2 Printed 12/8/2011

Financial Report

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Finance Director Naomi Herrington reported that the financials for the month of October have 
now been closed, stating that October is a slow month as the City has yet to receive any 
property tax revenues.  However, the City should begin receiving property tax revenues within 
the next month. Ms. Herrington further reported that the General Fund revenues for October 
were in the amount of $344,765, and expenditures in the amount of $567,121.  This leaves the 
General Fund expenses, over revenue, in the amount of $222,000.  Ms. Herrington stated that 
the City is doing well on sales tax revenue.

Ms. Herrington further reviewed the various funds, along with their revenue and expenditure 
totals.  Discussion included Bommerang payment for usage, SRMPA, payments for Certificates 
of Obligation, and other related matters.  Ms. Herrington reported that the financial books have 
been closed for the previous fiscal year and sent to the auditors.  The auditors will begin work 
on the City's audit in early December.

B. Information Item (ID # 2237)

Annual Review and Update of the Community Development Capital Improvement Program.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

This agenda item was passed on until a later date.

IV. WORK SESSION

1. Work Session (ID # 2234)

Discussion of Round 2 Disaster Funds and Issuance of Certificates of Obligation for 
Construction of a Police Department Facility.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

City Manager Gary Broz presented a financing timeline for the proposed issuance of certificates 
of obligation and a draft copy of the City's Plan of Finance 2011.  Mr. Broz reported this 
issuance would include funding for a new police station, replacement of HVAC units at the 
Humphreys Cultural Center, and construction of an equipment shed at the Public Works Service 
Center.  Mr. Broz further reported that along with the proposed issuance, management is 
working on an application for Round 2 Disaster Recovery Funds, in the amount of $1 million to 
assist in funding the police department facility.  The police department will fit the criteria for the 
application as the facility "failed to function".  Mr. Broz further reported that the application 
deadline is December 9.

Further discussion included engineering and administrative costs, handling certain 
administrative costs in-house, including additional funds in the proposed CO issuance for a bell 
tower and grounds improvements, library architect issues, special called meeting on December 
6 for a public hearing and action on this issue.  Mr. Broz reported that he is also working with 
Public Management to complete other necessary items related to this proposed project. 

2. Work Session (ID # 2235)

Discussion of City Elections and Possible Changes as a Result of SB 100.

6.A.2
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Special Called Meeting Agenda November 22, 2011

City Council Page 3 Printed 12/8/2011

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Discussion was held regarding the various options for conducting a City's election due to SB 
100.  Those options discussed were:

1) the City can purchase voting equipment and continue to conduct its own annual elections in 
May,

2) the City can move to November uniform election date, allowing for a joint election with the 
County on each annual November uniform election date,

3) the City can unstagger Council Member terms and conduct elections on May uniform election 
date in odd-numbered years only.  This would dictate that all seven Council seats are up for 
election every two years, or

4) the City can continue to conduct its own annual election on the May uniform election date, if 
the County is willing to provide voting equipment or by holding joint elections with the County.

After further discussion of the costs related to the various options, the process for changing 
election dates or terms, contracts for services and/or election equipment, and other related 
matters, it was the consensus of the Council to continue the  lease of voting equipment from the 
County and conduct our own elections on the uniform election date in May of each year.

V. REGULAR AGENDA

A. Regular Session

1. Council Action 2011-115

Consider Approval of a Change Order for the Boomerang Substation Construction Project.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

General Manager Gary Broz reported that a tie-breaker had been left out of the original 
schematics of the Boomerang Substation Project.  In order to remedy this situation, Mr. Broz 
requested approval of a change order in the amount of $16,569.00, that would provide for a 
cubicle and tie-breaker which would tie all feeders together.  Mr. Broz also reviewed the status 
of the project budget, stating that approximately $458,000 had been spent out of the budgeted 
$600,000 for controls and switchgear.

Motion was made to approve the Change Order in the amount of $16,569.00.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

2. Council Action 2011-116

Consider Acceptance of Round 2 Disaster Funds and Issuance of Certificates of Obligation for 
Construction of a Police Department Facility.

6.A.2
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Special Called Meeting Agenda November 22, 2011
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

This agenda item was passed on.

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN

B. Executive Session

Personnel Matters. Gov. Code §551.074
Consultation with Attorney.  Gov. Code §551.071

1.  Deliberation regarding employment of a City Engineer.

At 7:09 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above.

C. Reconvene into Regular Session

At 7:44 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open meeting.

1. Council Action 2011-117

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on the Item as Discussed in the Executive Session.

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Motion To: Adjourn

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson

AYES: Pickett, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson

ABSENT: Mike McCarty

.

Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

6.A.2
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The City of Liberty
City Council 1829 Sam Houston

Liberty, TX  77575

Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org

~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell

City Secretary
(936) 336-3684

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 5:30 PM City Council Chambers

City Council Page 1 Printed 12/8/2011

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Meeting was called to order on December 6, 2011 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 5:30 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett.

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Carl Pickett Mayor Present
Mike McCarty Mayor Pro-Tem Present
Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present
Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present
Frank Jordan Councilperson Present
Louie Potetz Councilperson Absent
Libby Simonson Councilperson Present
Gary Broz City Manager Present
Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present
Randy Gunter City Attorney Present

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments.

III. REGULAR AGENDA

A. Regular Session

1. Public Hearing (ID # 2240)

Public Hearing on Submission of an Application to the Texas General Land Office for 
Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Funds, Hurricane Ike, Round 2.2.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

At 5:32 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the Public Hearing on submission of an application to the 
Texas General Land Office for Disaster Recovery Funds, Round 2.2.  City Manager Gary Broz 
stated that these funds, if awarded, would be in the approximate amount of $1 million.  Mr. Broz 
requested that these funds be dedicated to the construction of a new police station.  
Approximate cost of this facility is $2.5 million.

At 5:34 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing.

2. Resolution 2011-24

6.A.3
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Special Called Meeting Agenda December 6, 2011

City Council Page 2 Printed 12/8/2011

Consider Approval of a Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Community Development Block 
Grant Program Application to the Texas General Land Office for the Disaster Recovery Fund, 
Hurricane Ike, Round 2.2, and Authorizing the Mayor to Act as the City's Representative in All 
Matters Related Thereto.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

Motion was made to approve the Resolution as presented.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES: Pickett, McCarty, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Simonson

ABSENT: Louie Potetz

IV. ADJOURNMENT

Motion To: Adjourn

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 5:36 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES: Pickett, McCarty, Beasley, Huddleston, Jordan, Simonson

ABSENT: Louie Potetz

.

Carl Pickett, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Agreements

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2264) DOC ID: 2264

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Electric Issues

ORDINANCE (ID # 2262) DOC ID: 2262 A

EXPLANATION:
In the State of Texas, the city has "Original Jurisdiction" over utility rates.  Any time an energy 
provider has a change in rates, the provider must go to the "Regulator of Origin" (city).  Ususally 
the energy provider requests the "rate increase" be denied or referred to the PUC for an 
automatic appeal.  This gives the provider time to contact each city, have documents signed, so 
that the rates may begin the same time and date, for all of the provider's territory (Entergy 
Texas).

In the case of a refund, the provider asks the rate be approved, normally because it has already 
been approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).

This situation is unique to Texas.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS, SAID ORDINANCE OBJECTING TO A PROPOSED RATE 
INCREASE FOR ELECTRIC POWER PROVIDED BY ENTERGY 
TEXAS, INC. (ETI) AND ASKING THAT THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION OF TEXAS (PUCT) SUSPEND ETI’s RATE CASE UNTIL 
APRIL 1, 2012.

WHEREAS, ETI has notified the City of its intent to file a Statement of Intent to 
increase rates for electric power; said proposed increase to include a 
reconciliation of fuel and purchased power costs; and

WHEREAS, ETI has provided the City with a copy of its Statement of Intent and 
application for authority to change rates and to reconcile fuel costs; and

WHEREAS, said consideration has taken place in a public meeting, same having been 
duly posted by the City Secretary in conformity with the Texas Local 
Government Code; and

WHEREAS, the City Council’s action on this matter have been and are within its legal 
authority as provided under applicable state law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas 
that:

(1) the City Council hereby declines to approve any and all changes in ETI’s current 
rate structure; said disapproval to be inclusive of ETI’s Statement of Intent,

(2) the City Council herein declares its desire that the PUCT suspend all actions 
relating to ETI’s rate case and that said suspension be in effect until April 1, 

7.A.1
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Ordinance (ID # 2262) City Council Meeting December 13, 2011
Page 2

2012; said suspension allowing for an appropriate period of time with which to 
adequately review and comment on ETI’s request, and

(3) the City staff is instructed to provide ETI with a certified copy of this Ordinance 
and to place a copy of said Ordinance on file with the Public Utilities Commission 
of Texas.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this the 13th day of December, 2011.

Carl Pickett, Mayor
ATTEST:

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary

7.A.1
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Condemnations

PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 2246) DOC ID: 2246

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Condemnations

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2247) DOC ID: 2247

.
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City of Liberty

Order of Abatement

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement:

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure at 609 
Washington of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 
48219, Fisher, Block 0-49, Lot 14 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be 
substandard under the terms of Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 
structure(s) on the property described above have/has

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 
exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or 

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 
of collapse, or

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 
structure; or

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or
e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 
carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 
hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 
materials.

WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 
effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 
following records:

a. county real property records of Liberty County;
b. appraisal district records of Liberty County;
c. records of the secretary of state;
d. assumed name records of Liberty County;
e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and
f. utility records of the City of Liberty.

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure.

WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 
pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 
Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the identified property by removal of the structure(s) 
thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City Council further authorizes the City Manager or 
other City officials to secure the demolition of the structure(s) on the identified property if the
structures have not been removed within 30 days of this ORDER, and place a lien on the land for 
costs associated with such demolition and removal according to law ; and 

Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 
in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code. 

Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 
dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 
welfare.  

Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure. 

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.

I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 
official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 13th day of December, 2011.

By:_________________________________________
Carl Pickett,
Mayor,
City of Liberty
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City of Liberty

Order of Abatement

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement:

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure at 708 Lamar
of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 56414, Liberty
Inner Blocks, Block 114, Lot Pt 1 Tr 3 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be 
substandard under the terms of Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 
structure(s) on the property described above have/has

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 
exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or 

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 
of collapse, or

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 
structure; or

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or
e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 
carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 
hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 
materials.

WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 
effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 
following records:

a. county real property records of Liberty County;
b. appraisal district records of Liberty County;
c. records of the secretary of state;
d. assumed name records of Liberty County;
e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and
f. utility records of the City of Liberty.

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure.

WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 
pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 
Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the identified property by removal of the structure(s) 
thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City Council further authorizes the City Manager or 
other City officials to secure the demolition of the structure(s) on the identified property if the
structures have not been removed within 30 days of this ORDER, and place a lien on the land for 
costs associated with such demolition and removal according to law ; and 

Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 
in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code. 

Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 
dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 
welfare.  

Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure. 

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.

I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 
official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 13th day of December, 2011.

By:_________________________________________
Carl Pickett,
Mayor,
City of Liberty
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City of Liberty

Order of Abatement

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement:

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure at 1102 
Trinity of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 
111692, Mobile Home On Liberty Inner Blocks, Block 78, Lot Pt 1 Tr 1 in the City of Liberty is 
reported to be or believed to be substandard under the terms of Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of 
Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 
structure(s) on the property described above have/has

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 
exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or 

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 
of collapse, or

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 
structure; or

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or
e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 
carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 
hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 
materials.

WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 
effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 
following records:

a. county real property records of Liberty County;
b. appraisal district records of Liberty County;
c. records of the secretary of state;
d. assumed name records of Liberty County;
e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and
f. utility records of the City of Liberty.

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure.

WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 
pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 
Code. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the identified property by removal of the structure(s) 
thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City Council further authorizes the City Manager or 
other City officials to secure the demolition of the structure(s) on the identified property if the
structures have not been removed within 30 days of this ORDER, and place a lien on the land for 
costs associated with such demolition and removal according to law ; and 

Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 
in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code. 

Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 
dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 
welfare.  

Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure. 

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.

I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 
official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 13th day of December, 2011.

By:_________________________________________
Carl Pickett,
Mayor,
City of Liberty
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Expenses for the Demolition of 3019 Grand

Certified/Regular Mail …..   $ 5.98

Vindicator Publication of Public Hearing…..              $ 43.20

Vindicator Publication of Councils Findings…..         $ 36.40

Demolition of Structure…..                                          $ 1,800.00

Lien…..                                                                             $ 11.00

Total…..                                                                           $ 1,896.58  
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Property Liens

RESOLUTION (ID # 2253) DOC ID: 2253 B

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, FINDING ABATEMENT COSTS TO BE REASONABLE AND 

AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A LIEN ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3019 GRAND, 
LIBERTY, TEXAS 77575

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty wishes to maintain a city clean of hazardous buildings; 
and

WHEREAS, the property located at 3019 Grand, Liberty, Texas 77575 was previously 
declared a hazardous building and ordered demolished by the City of Liberty City Council 
(“Council”); and

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty incurred expenses in preparation for and execution of the 
abatement of hazardous buildings and other nonconforming conditions on the property; and

WHEREAS, interested parties have been given notice of the time and date of a public 
hearing held on December 13, 2011 to consider the reasonableness of expenses incurred in 
abating hazardous and other nonconforming properties;

WHEREAS, Council heard evidence of the costs associated with the reasonableness of 
expenses incurred in abating hazardous conditions and other nonconforming properties; and

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty finds it to be in the best interest of the City to file a lien on 
the referenced property with the Liberty County Clerk for the amount of expenses incurred by 
the City during the hazardous building abatement process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council finds that the costs expended 
in the abatement of the hazardous and other nonconforming structures is found to be 
reasonable, and Council authorizes City officials to execute and file a lien with the Liberty 
County Clerk in the amount of $1,896.58 on the property located at 3019 Grand, Liberty, TX 
77575, further described as 3019 Grand, Liberty Outer Blocks 0-18, Lot Pt 5, Tr 12.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 13th day of December, 2011.

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS

___________________________________
Carl Pickett
Mayor

ATTEST:
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Resolution (ID # 2253) City Council Meeting December 13, 2011
Page 2

____________________________
Dianne Tidwell
City Secretary
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Expenses for the Demolition of 615 Washington. 617 Washington and 107 Tennessee

Certified/Regular Mail …..   $ 17.94

Vindicator Publication of Public Hearing…..              $ 45.20

Vindicator Publication of Councils Findings…..         $ 36.40

Demolition of Structures…..                                          $ 4,200.00

Lien…..                                                                             $ 11.00

Total…..                                             $ 4,310.54  
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Property Liens

RESOLUTION (ID # 2255) DOC ID: 2255 A

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, 
FINDING ABATEMENT COSTS TO BE REASONABLE AND AUTHORIZING 
THE FILING OF A LIEN ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 615 
WASHINGTON, LIBERTY, TEXAS 77575, 617 WASHINGTON, LIBERTY, 
TEXAS 77575 AND 107 TENNESSEE, LIBERTY, TEXAS 77575

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty wishes to maintain a city clean of hazardous buildings; 
and

WHEREAS, the property located at 615 Washington, Liberty, Texas 77575, 617 
Washington, Liberty, Texas 77575 and 107 Tennessee, Liberty, Texas 77575 was previously 
declared hazardous buildings and ordered demolished by the City of Liberty City Council 
(“Council”); and

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty incurred expenses in preparation for and execution of the 
abatement of hazardous buildings and other nonconforming conditions on the property; and

WHEREAS, interested parties have been given notice of the time and date of a public 
hearing held on December 13, 2011 to consider the reasonableness of expenses incurred in 
abating hazardous and other nonconforming properties;

WHEREAS, Council heard evidence of the costs associated with the reasonableness of 
expenses incurred in abating hazardous conditions and other nonconforming properties; and

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty finds it to be in the best interest of the City to file a lien on 
the referenced property with the Liberty County Clerk for the amount of expenses incurred by 
the City during the hazardous building abatement process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council finds that the costs expended 
in the abatement of the hazardous and other nonconforming structures is found to be 
reasonable, and Council authorizes City officials to execute and file a lien with the Liberty 
County Clerk in the amount of $4,310.54 on the property located at 615 Washington, Liberty, 
Texas 77575, 617 Washington, Liberty, Texas 77575 and 107 Tennessee, Liberty, Texas 77575  
further described as Tennessee @ Washington, Liberty Outer Blocks, Block 0-49, Tract 20. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 13th day of December, 2011.

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS

___________________________________
Carl Pickett
Mayor
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Resolution (ID # 2255) City Council Meeting December 13, 2011
Page 2

ATTEST:

____________________________
Dianne Tidwell
City Secretary
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Issues

PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 2259) DOC ID: 2259

EXPLANATION:
Before any action can be taken regarding the taxing of "Goods in Transit", a Public Hearing 
must be held to discuss whether to exempt or tax these goods.  Please see attached 
information.

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Issues

ORDINANCE (ID # 2260) DOC ID: 2260

EXPLANATION:
In order to tax the "Goods in Transit" for 2012, action must be taken by the governing body prior 
to December 31, 2011.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS TO TAX TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY IN TRANSIT 
WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE BE EXEMPT PURSUANT TO TEXAS TAX 
CODE, SECTION 11.253; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT 
OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.

WHEREAS, the 82nd Texas Legislature in Special Session, enacted Senate Bill 1, to 
take effect on September 1, 2011, which would require a taxing unit to take action, in the 
required manner, after October 1, 2011, to provide for the taxation of goods-in-transit; and

WHEREAS,  Tex. Tax Code §11.253(j-1) as amended allows the governing body of a 
taxing unit, after conducting a public hearing, to provide for the continued taxation of such 
goods-in-transit; and

WHEREAS,  the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas having conducted a public 
hearing as required by Section 1-n(d), Article Viii, Texas Constitution, and Tex. Tax Code 
§11.253(j-1) is of the opinion that it is in the best interests of the City to continue to tax such 
goods-in-transit;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS THAT:

Section 1.

The goods-in-transit, as defined in Texas Tax Code Section 11.253(a)(2), as amended by 
Senate Bill 1, enacted by the 82nd Texas Legislature in Special Session, shall remain subject to 
taxation by the City of Liberty, Texas.

Section 2.

The requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of Liberty that all 
ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby dispensed with.

PASSED AND ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, THIS THE 13TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2011.

7.A.13

Packet Pg. 69



Ordinance (ID # 2260) City Council Meeting December 13, 2011
Page 2

Carl Pickett, Mayor
ATTEST:

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Plats

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2263) DOC ID: 2263
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2261) DOC ID: 2261

EXPLANATION:
The City Council recently extended the term of the Airport Advisory Board until December 
31, 2013.  This agenda item allows for appointments to the Board for the new term.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

1.  The Board will consist of 8 members. 
2.  Membership may include 2 "non-resident" members.
3.  1 member will be a councilperson or member of management.

Listed below are the current members of the AAB:

Dale Clawson Bill Sjolander
Charlie Grabein David Lawrence
Chet Tims Darryl Taylor
Linda Dubois Mike McCarty

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Election Issues

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2265) DOC ID: 2265

EXPLANATION:
Previous Council discussion centered on the pros and cons of the various options for 
conducting the City's election, as a result of SB 100.  Those options are: 1) keeping the 
municipal election on the uniform election date in May, and leasing voting equipment from 
the County 2) the City can purchase its own voting equipment and still conduct its election 
in May, 3) moving the City election to the November uniform election date, or 4) adjusting 
terms of office so that all council/mayoral elections are held in May of odd-numbered years 
with all Council Members being elected at the same time.

.
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Utilities

COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2266) DOC ID: 2266
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The City of Liberty Meeting: 12/13/11 06:00 PM
City Council

1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration
Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Change Orders
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