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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Councilperson Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

     

     

     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2461) 

Various Project Updates - City Mgr. Gary Broz 

B. Information Item (ID # 2462) 

SCADA Demonstration - City Eng./PWD Tom Warner 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, and if such a request is made, 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 
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A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

2. Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

3. Thursday, July 12, 2012 

4. Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 2463) 

Consider Setting the Date, Time and Location for a Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget. 

 2012 BUDGET AND TAX RATE SCHEDULE (DOC) 

2. Council Action (ID # 2464) 

Consider Approval of the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 

3. Council Action (ID # 2465) 

Consider Setting the Date, Time and Location for Public Hearings on the Proposed Tax Rate for 
Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 

4. Council Action (ID # 2460) 

Consider Approval of the Preliminary Plat of the Edgewood East Subdivision, and Take Any 
Action Deemed Necessary. 

 Edgewood East Subdivision Checklist (PDF) 

 Edgewood East Subdivision Plat (3) (PDF) 

5. Council Action (ID # 2466) 

Discuss and Take Action Regarding Order of Local Option Election for Alcohol. 

6. Public Hearing (ID # 2467) 

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 416 Lamar Street. 

 PH 416 Lamar (PDF) 

7. Council Action (ID # 2468) 

Consider an Order of Abatement for the Structure Located at 416 Lamar Street, and Take Any 
Action Deemed Necessary. 

 Order of Abatement 416 Lamar (DOC) 

8. Public Hearing (ID # 2469) 

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 611 Minglewood. 

 PH 611 Minglewood (PDF) 

9. Council Action (ID # 2470) 
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Consider an Order of Abatement for the Structure Located at 611 Minglewood, and Take Any 
Action Deemed Necessary. 

 Order of Abatement 611 Minglewood (DOC) 

10. Resolution (ID # 2471) 

Consider a Resolution Joining with Other Entergy Service Area Cities in Support of a Settlement 
Regarding the Transfer of Operation Control of Entergy’s Transmission System to Midwest 
Independent Transmission System Operator. 

 Entergy Transmission to MISO (PDF) 

11. Resolution (ID # 2472) 

Consider Approval of a Resolution Electing to Participate in the Tax Abatement Program Under 
Texas Tax Code Chapter 312. 

12. Resolution (ID # 2473) 

Consider Approval of a Resolution Adopting Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement. 

 Tax Abatement Guidelines and Criteria 2010 (DOC) 

13. Council Action (ID # 2474) 

Consider Liberty County Project on Aging Update and Possible 90-Day Extension, and Take 
Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

14. Council Action (ID # 2475) 

Consider Award of Bid on Construction of Boomerang Electric Substation, and Take Any Action 
Deemed Necessary. 

15. Council Action (ID # 2476) 

Consider Award of Bid for Fencing at the Humphreys Cultural Center, and Take Any Action 
Deemed Necessary. 

 Bid Tab CC Fencing (PDF) 

 Bids CC Fencing (PDF) 

16. Council Action (ID # 2477) 

Discuss Possible Refinancing of the 2004 Certificates of Obligation, and Take Any Action 
Deemed Necessary. 

 Refinancing of 2004 COs (PDF) 

17. Council Action (ID # 2478) 

Consider and Possible Action Regarding Boomerang Electricity Deposit. 

18. Resolution (ID # 2481) 

Consider a Resolution Indicating Intent to Adopt the Amendment to the Electric Service and 
Rate Agreement with Boomerang Tube, LLC. 

19. Council Action (ID # 2479) 

Consider Approval of Waste Management’s Option to Increase Trash/Garbage Rates by 1.9%, 
Representing the Consumer Price Index as Reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and 
Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

 Waste Mgmt. CPI Increase (PDF) 
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 CPI - Burerau of Labor Stat. (PDF) 

B. Executive Session 

Consultation with Attorney. Gov. Code §551.071 
Deliberation Regarding Real Property. Gov. Code §551.072 
 
1. Consider ownership of land under rail crossings. 
 
 
Consultation with Attorney. Gov. Code §551.071 
Personnel Matters Regarding Public Officer. Gov. Code §551.074 
 
 
2. Discuss City personnel role in possible criminal investigation of outside party. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 2480) 

Consider and Possible Action Regarding Ownership of Rail Crossings. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

CERTIFICATION 

 
I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 
the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 10th day of 
August, 2012 at 3:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 

NOTICE 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 

24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2012.      

 



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 2461) DOC ID: 2461  
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 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, July 10, 2012 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 8/7/2012 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order on July 10, 2012 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Absent  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Randy Gunter City Attorney Present  

II. INVOCATION 
The Invocation was given by Mr. Kevin Ladd. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Mr. Ed Seymour. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council on items that are 
not on the City Council Agenda.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any 
action on non-agenda items.  In some situations, City staff may be able to respond to the public comment with a 
factual statement or clarification.  City Council may request that the item be placed on a future agenda at which time 
the Council may deliberate and/or act. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  
 
Mayor Pickett remarked on the success of the City's Independence Day Celebration and 
Fireworks Display held on July 3rd at the Liberty Municipal Park, expressed sympathy on the 
death of Councilperson Beasley's mother-in-law, and reminded Council Members to turn their 
microphones on and make use of the Conflict of Interest forms, if necessary. 
 
Councilperson Potetz commended the Park employees for their work and pleasing appearance 
of the Municipal Park during the recent Liberty Youth Baseball Association Tournament. 
 
City Manager Gary Broz asked everyone to keep Electric Director Randy Wiggins in their 
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prayers as he will be having major surgery the end of the month. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2430) 

Various Project Updates - City Mgr. Gary Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the following: 

 

1)  budget work sessions will be held on July 11, 12, and 13, 

2)  meals on wheels program moving ahead, served 686 meals last week, 

3)  100 AV fuel tank at the Airport is still out of commission, rehab should be complete by the 
end of the month, 

4)  local option petition currently circulating requires 695 signatures of registered voters in the 
City, 

5)  Greenopolis machine (recycling) is back in order, Waste Management has emptied the 
containers, and 

6)  comments regarding various other current projects. 

B. Information Item (ID # 2431) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A recycling report was not given at this meeting. 

C. Information Item (ID # 2432) 

Liberty County Project on Aging Update - City Mgr. Gary Broz / Amy DelToro 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Amy DelToro addressed Council presenting an update on the Liberty County Project on Aging 
Program, and reported on a handout regarding a breakdown of the meals served in the various 
service areas.  Ms. DelToro stated that the next step in the project was that the Liberty 
Independent School District would soon begin preparing hot meals, allowing the Program to 
move away from serving pre-prepared meals.  It was further reported that the debts of the 
Senior Citizens group are being paid with Program reimbursements and donations.  Mr. Broz 
commented that the City had recently received $5000 from Liberty County to assist where 
necessary, in addition to the County's monthly payment to the program of $833. 

 

Lengthy discussion ensued regarding cost of meals, number of individuals served, 
transportation issues, operating under Houston-Galveston Area Council guidelines, assisting the 
Project on Aging Board in getting operations back in order, and additional related topics.  Mr. 
Broz stated that there are no City funds being expended, except those City employees providing 
administrative assistance, and that the Senior Citizen Center facility is currently for sale. 

 

Mayor Pickett requested that a report be given to Council, in the near future, regarding the 
Program's finances. 
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D. Information Item (ID # 2433) 

Financial Report - Finance Dir. - Naomi Herrington 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Finance Director Naomi Herrington reported on the financials for the period ending May 31, 
2012.  Ms.  Herrington stated that sales tax revenue is on target with budgeted amounts and 
property tax revenue is above the budgeted amount due to Boomerang Tube Inventory Tax.  
Ms. Herrington further reported on the various funds and related revenues and expenditures.  
The following figures were reported: 

 

Fund   YTD Actual Revenue  YTD Actual Expenditure Cash in Bank 

 

General  $4,351,561   $5,065,798   $844,592 

 

Water   $1,792,340   $1,685,8?7   $562,555 

 

Electric  $11,026,191   $10,718,223   $617,322 

 

Garbage  $420,000   $387,000   $140,000 

E. Information Item (ID # 2434) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett addressed the Council, as one of the City's representatives to the Sam Rayburn 
Municipal Power Agency Board of Directors.  Mayor Pickett restated the action that the Council 
had taken regarding   an item on the June 26 Council agenda relating to City of Liberty exiting 
the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency.  At that meeting, City Council voted 7-0 not to exit 
the Agency.  Mayor Pickett further reported that SRMPA held a meeting on June 29, 
summarizing several items from that agenda: 

 

1) an update on the upcoming bond refunding of $126 million in outstanding bonds - this 
favorable action moves forward as planned, 

2)  item referring to an exit plan for the City of Liberty to leave membership of SRMPA - Mayor 
Pickett made a presentation to the SRMPA Board relaying Council's previous action to remain a 
part of the Agency.  SRMPA took no action, and 

3)  item referring to the continued employment of various SRMPA consultants including General 
Counsel Ralph Gillis.  The Board voted unanimously to retain three of the Consultants - 
Consulting Engineer, Bond Counsel, and Electrical Engineer, and to terminate the services of 
the General Counsel, Ralph Gillis.      

F. Information Item (ID # 2435) 

Houston-Galveston Area Council - Councilperson Jordan 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Jordan reported that confirmation had been received from Public Management, 
Inc. (Grant writer) that the City would be receiving in late August/early September funding for a 
$350,000 infrastructure grant from the Houston-Galveston Area Council.  This grant will be used 
to replace sewer lines in the Layl Subdivision area. 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

2. Tuesday, June 26, 2012 

3. Council Action 2012-59 

Consider Approval of an Interlocal Agreement with Liberty County Hospital District No. 1 for 
Maintenance of Parking Lots, and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agreement - Hosp. Parking Lots (PDF) 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Information Item (ID # 2437) 

Public Hearing on the 2011 Drinking Water Quality Report. - G. Broz / T. Warner 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

AT 6:40 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the Public Hearing on the 2011 Drinking Water Quality 
Report.  City resident  Mr. Ed Seymour addressed Council regarding his concerns with stated 
violations on the report.  Following Mr. Seymour's comments, City Manager Gary Broz 
explained that, at that time, there were employee issues with the sampling process and that the 
department supervisor is no longer employed with the City.    Mr. Broz further stated that each 
month ten samples are taken, and in January, 2011 the City was notified that some of those 
samples failed.  It was determined that the samples were contaminated during the sampling 
process, samples were re-taken and submitted to TCEQ.  Results returned to the City were that 
all samples passed.   
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Mayor Pickett related to Mr. Seymour his appreciation for his diligence and observation of City 
issues.  At 6:51 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Drinking Water Quality Rpt. 2011 (PDF) 

2. Council Action 2012-60 

Consider Approval of Change Order No. 5 for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project, 
TWDB CWSRF No. 72124. - G. Broz / T. Warner 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the close-out of Phase I of the Texas Water Development 
Board Project, for Wastewater Treatment Plant modifications.  Mr. Broz stated that the original 
contract price was $2,945,800.  Four change orders added to the contract price, and this final 
change order (#5) is a credit in the amount of $6,014.53, bringing the revised total cost of Phase 
I to $3,039,431.63.  Mr. Broz further stated that Phase II of the TWDB Project is near 
completion, and Phase III has not yet begun. 

 

Motion was made to approve the change order in the positive amount of $6,014.53. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 WWTP Upgrade CO #5 (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

3. Council Action 2012-61 

Consider Final Acceptance of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project, Phase I, TWDB CWSRF 
No. 72124 and Approve Release of Retainage. - G. Broz / T. Warner 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Tom Warner, City Engineer/Public Works Director explained to Council that this item is a follow-
up to Change Order #5 for the Texas Water Development Board Project for Wastewater 
Treatment Plant modifications. Mr. Warner stated that final acceptance will close out Phase I of 
this project and release retainage to the contractor in the amount of $158,511.98. 

 

Motion was made to approve final acceptance of Phase I and release the retainage to the 
contractor. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 WWTP Upgrade Acceptance Phase 1 (PDF) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

4. Council Action 2012-62 

Consider Approval of a Lease Agreement Between the City of Liberty and Mr. Leslie Wallace for 
a Month-To-Month House Lease at the Liberty Municipal Airport, and Take Any Action Deemed 
Necessary. - G. Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported that in the process of land exchange at the Airport, the City 
now owns a home in need of repairs.  Mr. Leslie Wallace wishes to lease the house, on a month 
to month basis, in order to provide repair services and tree/brush clearing from the property.  
Mr. Broz stated at the conclusion of negotiations for property at the Airport, Mr. Wallace will 
most likely end up owning the home.  Mr. Wallace needs a lease agreement in order to have the 
utilities turned on by the electric provider, Entergy. 

 

Motion was made to approve the lease of the home to Mr. Leslie Wallace, on a month to month 
basis.   

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Lease Agreement - Leslie Wallace (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

5. Council Action 2012-63 

Consider Approval of a Contract with the Law Firm of McCreary, Veselka, Bragg, and Allen, 
P.C. for the Collection of Delinquent Municipal Court Fines and Fees. - G. Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz reported that he had interviewed two firms regarding the collection of delinquent 
Municipal Court fines and fees, and recommends the services of McCreary, Veselka, Bragg and 
Allen P.C. Mr. Randall Rice, MVBA was present to address Council regarding the collection of 
these delinquent fines and fees.  Mr. Rice explained that the firm specializes in delinquent 
government debt collection and their operating program is compatible with the City's Incode 
software, whereby file transfers will be made.  The process then includes attempting to locate 
the individual with the warrant and have payments made through MVBA.  When payments are 
made in full, notice will be sent to the Court Clerk to pull the warrant.  Twice a month, MVBA will 
remit a check to the City for those warrants paid in full. 

 

Mr. Rice also stated that Article §103.0031, of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, provides 
for the addition of a 30% delinquency fee to be added to the amount already due the City.  The 
defendant pays  the additional amount to be retained by the MVBA for their services.  Further 

6.A.1

Packet Pg. 12

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

l 1
0,

 2
01

2 
7:

00
 P

M
  (

M
in

u
te

s 
A

p
p

ro
va

l)



Regular Meeting Agenda July 10, 2012 

City Council Page 7 Printed 8/7/2012 

discussion included  quarterly summary reports of activity to be submitted to the City and 
remittance of partial payments will be forwarded to the City after twelve months on the books. 

 

Motion was made to approve the Contract with McCreary, Veselka, Bragg and Allen, P.C. for 
the 

Collection of Delinquent Municipal Court Fines and Fees. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Contract-Collection Mun Court Fines (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

6. Resolution 2012-7 

Consider Approval of a Resolution to Impose an Additional Fee for Collection Costs for 
Delinquent Court Fines and Fees Pursuant to Article 103.0031 of the Texas Code of Criminal 
Procedure. - G. Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Resolution into the record as follows: 

 

"A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS TO IMPOSE 
AN ADDITIONAL FEE FOR COLLECTION COSTS OF MUNICIPAL COURT FINES AND 
FEES." 

 

This Resolution authorizes imposing the additional collection fee of 30% on each fine and fee 
that has been referred to an attorney for collection and is more than sixty days past due.  This 
additional fee is authorized through Article §103.0031, of the Texas Code of Criminal 
Procedure.  The defendant also pays this amount which is to be retained by the MVBA for their 
services. 

 

Motion was made to approve the Resolution. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

7. Council Action 2012-64 

Discussion of 2008-2009 Liberty-Dayton Community Hospital Outstanding Utility Accounts, and 
Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. - G. Broz 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Simonson explained that she had requested that this item be placed on the 
agenda, for an update on the status of the hospital debt owed to the City.  Mr. Broz reported that 
this agenda item relates to the delinquent utility accounts as a result of the 2008/2009 private 
ownership of Liberty-Dayton Community Hospital.  At that time, the independent operator 
agreed to take responsibility for this debt, in the amount of $111,465.59, which was never paid.  
Mr. Broz recently spoke with Liberty County Hospital District No. 1 President Bruce Stratton who 
promised that after paying the hospital's back taxes and funds owed to the Internal Revenue 
Service, payments will be made to the City to expunge the delinquent amount.   Current utility 
bills are being paid. 

 

No action was taken. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

8. Council Action 2012-65 

Discussion of the Status of the Liberty Community Development Grant to Tower Autoplex and 
Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz explained that this agenda item was to revisit and update the Council on the status of 
the Tower Autoplex grant awarded by the Liberty Community Development Corporation.  City 
Attorney Randy Gunter reviewed the terms of the agreement that allowed Tower Autoplex up to 
6 months to begin demolition, 6 months to complete the demolition, and 1 year to construct a 
new building.  These time frames allow the grantee 2 years for project completion, from the date 
of the agreement. 

 

The grant amount was $36,000, with project completion time being December 29, 2012.  Should 
the grantee not abide by the terms of the agreement, the total funds plus 10% interest shall be 
reimbursed to the City. 

 

No action was taken. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Carl Pickett, Mayor 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Dennis Beasley 

. 
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       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Work Session www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 8/7/2012 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order on July 11, 2012 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:05 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Absent  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

II. WORK SESSION 

1. Information Item (ID # 2427) 

Discussion of the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A budget work session was held for discussion related to issues related to the Fiscal Year 2012-
2013 Proposed Budget.  Finance Director Naomi Herrington began by reporting that sales tax 
revenue is down, approximately 4%, for the same period last year.  However, the year-to-date 
sales tax revenue is up from the previous year, and close to the budgeted amount. 

 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on a handout of, on-going, and completed, city projects.  
Review of the current projects include sale of real estate, technology upgrades, Airport 
upgrades, Senior Meals on Wheels Program, various grants, Boomerang Substation upgrades, 
and numerous other projects.  Completed projects include: 

 

 Ordinance Codification, 

 Sale of Real Estate - Old Landfill, Beaumont Warehouse, and property at Bowie & 
Edgewood, 

 New utility billing statements,  

 New Fire Dept. Substation, 

 Public Works Service Center consolidation, 
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Work Session Agenda July 11, 2012 

City Council Page 2 Printed 8/7/2012 

 Employment of a City Engineer/Public Works Director, and 

 Employment of an Airport Manager. 

 

Lengthy discussion was held regarding the General Fund and related revenues and 
expenditures, salary adjustments, 5-year capital plan, needed equipment, sales and property 
taxes, and effective tax rates and rollback rates.  

III. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further discussion before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the work session 
at 8:50 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Work Session www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Thursday, July 12, 2012 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 8/7/2012 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order on July 12, 2012 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

II. WORK SESSION 

1. Information Item (ID # 2428) 

Discussion of the Proposed Budget Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz and Finance Director Naomi Herrington reviewed the following funds 
and related topics: 

 

1) Water/Wastewater Fund -  

 same number of operators 

 budgeting $1.6 for water sales and $1.3 for sewer collection 

 possible contract renegotiation with the cities of Ames and Hardin 

 report of other municipal water/wastewater rates - City proposing no rate increase   

 usage and loss report 

 advantage of new smart meters 

 two pickup trucks - Water Dept. (1) and Wastewater Dept. (1) 

 other related issues 

 

2) Electric Fund -  

6.A.3

Packet Pg. 18

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

l 1
2,

 2
01

2 
7:

00
 P

M
  (

M
in

u
te

s 
A

p
p

ro
va

l)



Work Session Agenda July 12, 2012 

City Council Page 2 Printed 8/7/2012 

 same number of employees 

 Cambridge 

 monthly transfers 

 Boomerang Tube revenue and facility charge 

 usage and loss report 

 advantage of new smart meters 

 bond payments and debt service 

 tree trimming and other related issues 

 

3) Solid Waste Fund -  

 Waste Management Scholarship 

 Recycling 

 Contingency 

 other related issues 

 

4) Airport Fund -  

 hangars 

 fuel system and additional projects 

 other related issues 

 

5) Liberty Community Development Corporation - 

 State/National Trade Shows 

 property purchase 

 street extension project 

 other related issues 

 

6) Hotel/Motel Fund -   

 Jubilee 

 designated funds/Chamber of Commerce 

 fireworks 

 other related issues 

 

Additional discussion included the City organizational chart, master fee schedule, raising 
various fees for the Liberty Center, and other budget related items. 
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III. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:10 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 Liberty Community Development Corporation 1829 Sam Houston Street 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

Liberty Community Development Corporation Page 1 Printed 8/7/2012 

 
The Liberty Community Development Corporation of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in 
closed session on any agenda item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to 
authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order on July 24, 2012 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston, Liberty,TX at 6:00 PM by President Dennis Beasley. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Dennis Beasley President Present  

Mike McCarty Vice-President Present  

Louie Potetz Board Member Present  

Robert Ward Board Member Present  

Barbara Norwood Board Member Absent  

Leslie Herndon Board Member Absent  

David Arnold Board Member Present  

Gary Broz General Manager Present  

Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present  

Randy Gunter City Attorney Present  

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / CITIZENS 
FORUM 
President Beasley welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Board.  There were no comments. 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. LCDC Corporation Action 2012-12 

Consider Proposals for Airport Fencing, and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

General Manager Gary Broz reported that three proposals were received for fencing various 
areas of the Liberty Municipal Airport.  Mr. Broz presented a schematic of the four portions to be 
fenced and conveyed the results to Council: 

 

1) Foster Fence Co.    $85,838.61 
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2) Hagan Fence Co.    $83,485.00 

 

3) Astro Fence Co.    $95,485.00 

 

Mr. Broz reviewed a LCDC Airport projects list stating that fencing the proposed areas would 
solve the current Airport fencing needs.  Expenses for this project are reimbursable, in the 
amount of $50,000, through a Texas Department of Aviation Division Ramp Grant.  Further 

discussion related to fencing materials and vendors. 

 

Motion was made to approve the City Manager's recommendation and award the contract for 
fencing at the Liberty Municipal Airport to Hagan Fence Company, in the amount of $83,485.00, 
contingent upon verification of commercial fencing products. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Airport Fencing Bid (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Board Member 

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Vice-President 

AYES: Beasley, McCarty, Potetz, Ward, Arnold 

ABSENT: Barbara Norwood, Leslie Herndon 

2. LCDC Corporation Action 2012-13 

Consider Proposals for Airport Paving, and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz addressed the Board regarding a proposal from Craig & Heidt, Inc. for apron repairs at 
the Liberty Municipal Airport.  C & H has presented a repair plan to cost $42,680, for the 
crumbling apron in front of the terminal building by use of a 1.5" asphalt overlay.  Mr. Broz 
explained that by using this contractor to relieve the apron of ponding water, who is currently 
working on dirt work for the airport hangars, would minimize some costs due to equipment 
already being in place. Expenses for this project are reimbursable to the City, in the amount of 
$20,000, through a Texas Department of Aviation Division Ramp Grant. 

 

Motion was made to approve the proposal from Craig & Heidt, Inc. for apron repairs in the 
amount of $42,680. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Airport Paving Bid (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Board Member 

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Vice-President 

AYES: Beasley, McCarty, Potetz, Ward, Arnold 

ABSENT: Barbara Norwood, Leslie Herndon 

3. LCDC Corporation Action 2012-14 
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Consider an Expenditure for Airport Jet Fuel Tanks, and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz reviewed the need for fuel tanks at the Liberty Municipal Airport and compared costs 
and conditions of several fuel systems that were located in Jasper, Texas, Kentucky, Florida 
and New York.  Mr. Broz recommended the two fuel tanks located in Texas.  This whole system 
is complete with two 12,000 gallon tanks, plumbing, pumps, filters, and a credit card system for 
a total cost of $125,000.  Mr. Broz reported on the need for Jet A fuel for airplanes and JP8 fuel 
for helicopters and military equipment.  Mr. Broz reported that this system is three years old and 
belongs to the vendor who lost the contract at the Jasper County Airport.  Lengthy discussion 
ensued regarding the various tanks, relocation costs, possible military contracts for fuel, and 
other related topics. 

 

Motion was made to authorize Mr. Broz to negotiate, up to the asking price of $125,000,, for the 

purchase of the fuel system in Jasper, Texas and authorize execution of the transaction.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, President 

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Vice-President 

AYES: Beasley, McCarty, Potetz, Ward, Arnold 

ABSENT: Barbara Norwood, Leslie Herndon 

4. LCDC Corporation Action 2012-15 

Consider an Expenditure for a Hotel Needs Assessment Study, and Take Any Action Deemed 
Necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz and President Beasley reported on conversations with hotel/motel vendors at the 
recent International Council of Shopping Centers Convention.  Mr. Broz and President Beasley 
visited with representatives of Holiday Inn Express, Best Western, Marriott hotel brands, and 
Radisson hotel brands.  It was discovered that these vendors all require the use of a hotel 
needs assessment study to determine their interest in the community.  Mr. Broz has received a 
proposal from DP Consulting, Houston, Texas for evaluation of market justification for the  
development of hotels in the City.  Mr. Broz reported that this evaluation, at a cost of $7500 plus 
minimal out-of-pocket expenses, will assist in bringing economic development opportunities to 
the City of Liberty.  Lengthy discussion was held regarding the need for an independent outside 
agency to verify this need, a narrative report that can submitted to prospective developers, and 
other related topics. 

 

Motion was made to approve the expenditure for the hotel needs assessment study by DP 
Consulting. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Hotel Needs Assessment Study 2012 (PDF) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Board Member 

SECONDER: Robert Ward, Board Member 

AYES: Dennis Beasley, Mike McCarty, Robert Ward, David Arnold 

NAYS: Louie Potetz 

ABSENT: Barbara Norwood, Leslie Herndon 

5. LCDC Information Item (ID # 2449) 

Joint Session with the Liberty City Council on the Proposed Street Extension Project, to Include 
the Engineers, Financial Advisor, Potential Business Owners and Landowners. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

At this time, the Liberty Community Development Corporation and the Liberty City Council held 
a joint meeting in which discussion was led by General/City Manager Gary Broz regarding the 
future of the Proposed Street Extension Project.  Mr. Broz began by thanking landowners Mary 
Cain, Martha Ager, and Bob Ager for the donation of property for right-of-way for this project.  
Mr. Broz reviewed the various landowners and their acreage, discussed concluding discussion 
with the landowners for right-of-way donation, and cost of Phase I of this project being $2.7 
million.  Funding was reviewed for Phase I to consist of borrowing $1.5 million and using $1.2 
million of the LCDC fund balance.  Lengthy discussion was held regarding the project timeline of 
18 months, independent property appraisals, the City providing, by letter, acknowledgement of 
the gift of right-of-way with it being represented to the City as a $35,000 per acre donation, 
sales tax revenue, utilities, and additional related issues. 

 

Consensus of the Council was that Mr. Broz will move forward with obtaining the remaining 
right-of-way for the project and City Attorney Randy Gunter will prepare a letter of 
acknowledgement, for the property owners, regarding the donation of the various right-of-ways.  

6. LCDC Corporation Action (ID # 2450) 

Consider and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary as a Result of the Joint Session with the 
Liberty City Council, Regarding the Proposed Street Extension Project. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This agenda item was passed on. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Ward, Board Member 

SECONDER: Mike McCarty, Vice-President 

AYES: Dennis Beasley, Mike McCarty, Robert Ward, David Arnold 

ABSENT: Louie Potetz, Barbara Norwood, Leslie Herndon 

. 

 

 

             

       Dennis Beasley, President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
             
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Budget Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2463) DOC ID: 2463  

 

 
 

EXPLANATION: 
The governing body of a municipality is required to hold a public hearing on the proposed 
budget for the new fiscal year.  Any person may attend and/or participate in the hearing. 
 
 
 
. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
2012 BUDGET AND TAX RATE SCHEDULE 

 
 

July 24 – Presentation of the proposed budget (CM between 60-90 days prior to end of FY) 
 
August 14 (Tuesday) – Regular Called Meeting 
  Set date, time and place for Public Hearing on the Budget (Aug. 28) 
  Vote on Proposed Tax Rate  
  Set date, time and place for Public Hearings on the Tax Rate 
  (Aug. 28 & Sept. 4) 
 
(Tax Rate – 2nd P.H. held not sooner than 3 days nor later than 14 days after P.H. #1) 
 
August 15 – Give notice of Public Hearings (Budget & Tax Rate) to the paper for publication on  
  Aug. 9 (Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase – both dates) 
 
(Publication on Budget – 10 days prior to Public Hearing) 
(Publication on Tax Rate – 7 days prior to Public Hearing) 
 
 
August 16 – Notice of Public Hearing on the Budget in paper this day 
  Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Revenue Increase in paper this day 
 
August 28 (Tuesday) – Special Called Meeting 
  Public Hearing on the Budget 
  Postponement of final vote on FY 12/13 budget until Sept. 11 
  1st Public Hearing on the Tax Rate 
  Budget Work Session 
 
Sept. 4  (Tuesday) – Special Called Meeting 

2nd Public Hearing on the Tax Rate 
Budget Work Session OR Discussion of FY 12/13 budget related issues?? 

 
Sept 5 – Give notice to the paper for publication on Sept. 6 
    (Notice of Tax Revenue Increase) 
 
Sept. 6 – Notice of Tax Revenue Increase in paper this day 
 
 
Sept 11 (Tuesday) – Regular Called Meeting 
  Ordinance adopting the budget (15 days prior to Oct. 1) 
  Ratify the property tax revenue increase reflected in the FY 12 Budget 
  Ordinance adopting the tax rate for FY 11 
  Ordinance regarding tax roll approval and the tax levy 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Rate 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2464) DOC ID: 2464  

 

 
 
 
 
. 

7.A.2

Packet Pg. 28



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Rate 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2465) DOC ID: 2465  

 

 
 

EXPLANATION: 

Tax payers must have the opportunity to express their views regarding the proposed tax 
rate.  Management recommends holding the two required public hearings on August 28 and 
Sept. 4, 2012.  The second public hearing may not be held earlier than the third day nor 
later than the 14th day after the date of the first hearing. 

The governing body may not adopt the tax rate at either of these hearings.  At each hearing, 
the governing body must announce the date, time and place of the meeting at which it will 
vote on the tax rate. 
 
 
 
. 

7.A.3

Packet Pg. 29



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Plats 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2460) DOC ID: 2460  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Election Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2466) DOC ID: 2466  

 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City of Liberty received a petition from citizens of the community wishing to legalize the sale 
of alcoholic beverages in the City of Liberty.  For a valid petition, 35% of the registered voters in 
the political subdivision who voted in the most recent gubernatorial election were required. 
 
The number of valid signatures needed on the petition was 695.  The petition contained 787 
signatures, however, after verification only 447 signatures were valid.  340 signatures were 
disqualified for various reasons.  The petition needed 248 additional valid signatures to obtain 
the required number of 695. 
 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
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City of Liberty 

Order of Abatement 

 

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement: 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure located at 

416 Lamar of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 

56394 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be substandard under the terms of 

Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 

structure(s) on the property described above have/has 

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 

exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or  

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 

of collapse, or 

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 

structure; or 

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or 

e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 

carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 

hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 

materials. 

 

 WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 

effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 

following records: 

a. county real property records of Liberty County; 

b. appraisal district records of Liberty County; 

c. records of the secretary of state; 

d. assumed name records of Liberty County; 

e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and 

f. utility records of the City of Liberty. 

 

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 

pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 

Code.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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finds that this property is a public nuisance, and ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the 

identified property by removal of the structure(s) thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City 

Council further authorizes the City Manager or other City officials to secure the demolition of the 

structure(s) on the identified property if the structures have not been removed within 30 days of this 

ORDER, and place a lien on the land for costs associated with such demolition and removal 

according to law ; and  

 

 Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 

in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code.  

 

 Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 

dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 

welfare.   

 

 Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure.  

  

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 

 I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 

the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 

official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty 

 

 In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 14
th

 day of August, 2012. 

 

 

By:_________________________________________ 

 Carl Pickett, 

 Mayor, 

 City of Liberty 
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City of Liberty 

Order of Abatement 

 

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement: 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure located at 

611 Minglewood of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property 

ID # 16698 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be substandard under the terms of 

Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 

structure(s) on the property described above have/has 

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 

exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or  

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 

of collapse, or 

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 

structure; or 

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or 

e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 

carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 

hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 

materials. 

 

 WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 

effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 

following records: 

a. county real property records of Liberty County; 

b. appraisal district records of Liberty County; 

c. records of the secretary of state; 

d. assumed name records of Liberty County; 

e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and 

f. utility records of the City of Liberty. 

 

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 

pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 

Code.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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finds that this property is a public nuisance, and ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the 

identified property by removal of the structure(s) thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City 

Council further authorizes the City Manager or other City officials to secure the demolition of the 

structure(s) on the identified property if the structures have not been removed within 30 days of this 

ORDER, and place a lien on the land for costs associated with such demolition and removal 

according to law ; and  

 

 Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 

in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code.  

 

 Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 

dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 

welfare.   

 

 Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure.  

  

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 

 I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 

the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 

official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty 

 

 In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 14
th

 day of August, 2012. 

 

 

By:_________________________________________ 

 Carl Pickett, 

 Mayor, 

 City of Liberty 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Utility Issue 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2471) DOC ID: 2471  

 

 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, JOINING 

WITH OTHER ENTERGY SERVICE AREA CITIES IN SUPPORT OF A 

SETTLEMENT IN PRINCIPLE REGARDING THE TRANSFER OF 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF ENTERGY’S TRANSMISSION SYSTEM TO 

THE MIDWEST INDEPENDENT TRANSMISSION SYSTEM OPERATOR, INC. 

IN PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION DOCKET NO. 40346 

 

 WHEREAS, on or about April 30, 2012 Entergy Texas, Inc. (“Entergy”) filed an 

Application for Approval to Transfer Operational Control of its Transmission Assets to the 

Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) with the Public Utility 

Commission of Texas (“PUC” or “Commission”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, MISO, as a regional transmission system operator, is an independent entity 

that exercises control over the regional transmission system and is intended to perform certain 

functions such as maintaining and managing reliability and providing for economic dispatch of 

generation resources. 

 

 WHEREAS, Entergy has determined that the net benefits to Texas retail customers of 

Entergy from transitioning to MISO is approximately $170 to $225 million over the first ten 

years, or approximately $17 to $22.5 million per year on average. 

 

 WHEREAS, City has intervened at the Commission with the Steering Committee of 

Cities to review ETI’s proposal and make certain recommendations regarding the public interest; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the consulting expert retained by the Steering Committee of Cities 

recommends that a transfer of operational control of Entergy’s transmission system to MISO is 

in the public interest so long as certain conditions are met; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the consulting expert retained by the Steering Committee of Cities 

recommended that the transfer of operational control of Entergy’s transmission system must be 

conditioned on 1.)  All Entergy Operating Companies join MISO; 2.)  ETI receiving sufficient 

transmission rights (ARR allocations) to hedge against the congestion charges for importing 

current and future energy requirements into Texas; 3.)  an analysis as to what modifications to 

the System Agreement would be necessary in order to permit the greatest reasonable benefits to 

be received from joining MISO to be accrued for Texas customers. 

 

 WHEREAS, Entergy has agreed to the terms recommended by the Steering Committee of 

Cities as demonstrated by the attached Settlement in Principle (“Settlement”); and  
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Resolution (ID # 2471) City Council Meeting August 14, 2012 
Page 2 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty finds that transfer of operational control of Entergy’s 

transmission system to MISO is in the public interest subject to the conditions set forth in the 

Settlement; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Entergy Service Area Cities’ Steering Committee has authorized the 

approval of the attached Settlement and recommends settlement to the Cities; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 

 

 Section 1. That the statement and findings set out in the preamble to this resolution 

are hereby in all things approved and adopted. 

 

 Section 2. The City of Liberty hereby reaffirms its support for the settlement terms in 

the Settlement in Principle attached. 

 

 Section 3. The meeting at which this resolution was approved was in all things 

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, 

Chapter 551. 

 

 Section 4. This resolution shall become effective from and after its passage. 

 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 14th day of August, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________  

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Abatement 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2472) DOC ID: 2472  

 

 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, ELECTING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TAX 
ABATEMENT PROGRAM UNDER TEXAS TAX CODE CHAPTER 312 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty desires to promote the 
development/redevelopment of certain contiguous geographic areas within its 
jurisdiction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty is authorized to enter into Tax Abatement 
Agreements for commercial/industrial purposes as authorized in Chapter 312 of 
the Texas Tax Code, “Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act” (The 
Act); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act requires the City of Liberty to elect to make itself eligible 
to engage in a Tax Abatement Program pursuant to Chapter 312 of the Texas 
Tax Code. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Liberty does hereby 
elect to participate in a Tax Abatement Program under Chapter 312 of the 
Texas Tax Code. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of August, 2012. 
 
 
      CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
  
 
 
            
      Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
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Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Abatement 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2473) DOC ID: 2473  

 

 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, ADOPTING GUIDELINES 

AND CRITERIA FOR TAX ABATEMENT 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty desires to promote the 
development/redevelopment of certain contiguous geographic areas within its 
jurisdiction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty is authorized to enter into Tax Abatement 
Agreements for commercial/industrial purposes as authorized in Chapter 312 of 
the Texas Tax Code, “Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act” (The 
Act); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act requires the City of Liberty to establish guidelines and 
create criteria for the designation of Reinvestment Zones and the entering into 
Tax Abatement Agreements. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Liberty does hereby 
adopt the attached guidelines and criteria for tax abatement. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of August, 2012. 
 
 
      CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
  
 
 
            
      Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
       
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 
 

FOR 
 

TAX ABATEMENT 
 

July 13, 2010 – July 12, 2012 
 
 
 

Mayor 
 

Carl Pickett 
 

City Council 
 

Dennis Beasley 
Frank Jordan 
Louie Potetz 
Mike McCarty  
Al Simonson 

Diane Huddleston 
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2 
 

CITY OF LIBERTY 
SCHEDULE OF TAX ABATEMENT EVENTS 
 
 
STEP 1 Request for information on Tax Abatement. 
 
STEP 2 Application for Abatement received by City. 
 
STEP 3 Discussions with applicant about application.  Gathering data to meet City 

of Liberty Tax Abatement Guidelines and Criteria to qualify for tax 
abatement.  Written response on findings to Applicant. 

 
STEP 4 Notification of Public Hearing on designation of a Reinvestment Zone for 

the purpose of tax abatement: 
 
  A. to all taxing entities no later than seven days prior to meeting; 
 
  B. publication and posting no later than seven days prior to meeting. 
 
STEP 5 Public hearing on designation of a Reinvestment Zone for the purpose of 

tax abatement. 
 
STEP 6 Adoption of Ordinance designating an area a Reinvestment Zone. 
 
STEP 7 Notice of City's intent to consider entering into a Tax Abatement 

Agreement sent to all taxing entities no later than seven days prior to City 
Council meeting.  Taxing entities must be sent a copy of proposed 
abatement agreement with notification. 

 
STEP 8 City Council considers Resolution authorizing the Tax Abatement 

Agreement and authorizes the Mayor to execute the agreement. 
 
STEP 9 Applicant begins construction and/or acquisition of property described in 

abatement. 
 
STEP 10 Completion of improvements: 
 

A. City inspects the project improvements for compliance with 
agreement; 

 
B. City receives accounting statement and/or list of capital 

expenditures on improvements for compliance with agreement; 
 
  C. City issues Certification of Completion/Compliance. 
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3 
 

STEP 11 Certificate of Completion/Compliance filed with Tax Collector and Chief 
Appraiser. 

 
STEP 12 Prior to April 1 of the year following the Agreement; the City sends to the 

Texas Department of Commerce and to the State Property Tax Board a 
copy of the following: 

 
A. Reinvestment Zone Designation including general description, size, 

and type of property it includes; 
 

B. Tax Abatement Agreement Including parties involved, property 
description and improvements or repairs to be made the portion of 
property to be exempted and the term of agreement. 

 
  C. Annual report on each Reinvestment Zone. 
 
STEP 13 Prior to May 1 of the year following the agreement, (and each year 

thereafter) the company files form titled "Application for Abatement" with 
the Liberty County Central Appraisal District, P. O. Box 10016, Liberty, TX  
77575. 

 
STEP 14 At expiration of agreement or a termination due to noncompliance, the City 

will issue a Termination of Agreement to company with copies to all taxing 
entities, Tax Collector and Chief Appraiser, the Texas Department of 
Commerce and the State Property Tax Board. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 
GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 
 
FOR TAX ABATEMENT 
 
 
 
LIST OF EXHIBITS 
 
A.  Tax Abatement Schedule 

B.  Resolution adopting Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement 

C.  Ordinance designating Reinvestment Zone 

 C-1 Metes and Bounds description of Reinvestment Zone 

 C-2 Drawing (Plat) of Reinvestment Zone 

 C-3 Tax Abatement Schedule 

D.  Resolution authorizing Tax Abatement Agreement 

E.  Sample Tax Abatement Agreement 

 E-1 Tax Abatement Schedule 

 E-2 List of proposed improvements and/or personal property, limited to 

  manufacturing equipment.  

 E-3 Certificate of Compliance 

 E-4 Map showing existing uses and conditions to company's property within 

  the Zone 

 E-5 Map showing proposed improvements to company's property within the 

  Zone 

F. Section 312.204 of the Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act 

G. Commercial/Industrial Tax Abatement Application 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 

GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 

FOR 

TAX ABATEMENT 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Liberty has implemented a Tax Abatement Program under the provisions of 
Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act found in Chapter 312 of the Texas 
Tax Code.  The has adopted this uniform policy and these Guidelines and Criteria for 
Tax Abatement for businesses with qualifying real and personal property willing to 
execute tax abatement agreements with the City.  The goal of tax abatement is to 
provide long significant impact on this community and to utilize area contractors and 
work force to the maximum extent feasible by developing, redeveloping and improving 
real property. 
 
Tax Abatement will be negotiated with the property owner within a Reinvestment Zone.  
Tax Abatement is available to property owners according to the schedule outlined in 
Exhibit A.  The agreement between the City and the Business will exempt from taxation 
all or part of the increase in value of the real property over its value in the year in which 
the agreement is executed.  It can also exempt from taxation tangible personal property 
limited to manufacturing equipment. 
 
It is the intent of these Guidelines and Criteria to outline the policy of the City toward tax 
abatement to determine the eligibility criteria of the industry and to outline the process  
for designating a Reinvestment Zone.  These Guidelines and Criteria further outline the 
terms of the Tax Abatement Agreement with the business and the process for seeking 
tax abatements from the other taxing entities. 
 
These general Guidelines and Criteria are not intended to be restrictive in any way, and 
are designed to be used as a guide to any business, industry or individual interested in 
Tax Abatement.  The Guidelines and Criteria have been approved by the City Council 
as evidenced by the adoption of Resolution dated July 13, 2010, (which is attached to 
this document as Exhibit B). 
 
These guidelines and criteria should not be construed as implying or suggesting that the 
City of Liberty is under any obligation to provide tax abatement or other incentive to any 
applicant.  All applications shall be considered on a case by case basis. 
 

POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the City of Liberty to use tax abatement as an effective tool for 
economic development.  Tax Abatement will be used to exempt owners of property 
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within the Reinvestment Zone from paying taxes on improvements on that property 
according to the schedule outlined in Exhibit A. 
 
 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES 
 

 
Procedures 
 
Prior to beginning any demolition, rehabilitation, reconstruction or construction, 
purchase or any improvement to be included in a tax abatement agreement, the owner 
and/or developer shall first submit to the City, in writing, a request for tax abatement.  
The City will then determine the eligibility of the business and the proposed 
improvements and upon determination of eligibility, the City shall respond to such in 
writing.  As outlined in the Tax Abatement Agreement (discussed in detail later in this 
document), the business is required to meet all codes and ordinances and acquire all 
permits required prior to any construction.  Contact should be made early in the project 
with the City's Building Inspector. 
 
Guidelines 
 
The following guidelines will apply to all categories of redevelopment: 
 
The proposed property to be affected must be designated by the City of Liberty as a 
reinvestment zone by ordinance pursuant to Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code or 
designated as an Enterprise Zone by the State of Texas. 
 
The property owner must enter into an agreement with the City of Liberty which satisfies 
the guidelines and criteria adopted by the City of Liberty. 
 
The minimum capital costs of the project shall be $1,000,000, or annual payroll of at 
least $400,000, or the creation of twenty-five (25) new permanent, full-time jobs.  
However, any office or retail development which guarantees a minimum of 15 new jobs 
or at least $400,000 annual payroll may be considered for tax abatement. 
 
The information furnished with a request to the City is confidential and not subject to 
public disclosure until the tax abatement agreement is executed. 
 
A portion of the value of the real property, or of tangible personal property, located on 
the real property or both may be part of the tax abatement agreement. 
 
Abatement for real property will be based on the increase in market value of the real 
property from the development, redevelopment, and/or improvement specified in the 
abatement contract. 

7.A.12.a

Packet Pg. 79

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 a

n
d

 C
ri

te
ri

a 
20

10
  (

24
73

 :
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 &

 C
ri

te
ri

a)



 

7 
 

 
Abatement for tangible personal property will be the market value of the personal 
property located on the real property, other than inventory or supplies.  Personal 
property located on the real property before the period covered by the agreement will 
not be considered for tax abatement.  Personal property may be considered as part of 
the overall abatement agreement or by separate agreement. Personal property is 
limited to manufacturing equipment and must equal a minimum of $200,000. 
 
In the evaluation of abatement contracts, the City of Liberty will consider the burden on 
existing basic services that the development, redevelopment, or improvement proposed 
by the abatement applicant will have. 
 
The following general guidelines will apply in these categories: 
 
New Construction.  Any new building should be of quality design and construction.  New 
construction should complement and blend with existing structure.  Proper landscaping 
and lighting is encouraged in order to enhance the overall quality of life for the City.  
New construction should also provide key pedestrian linkages through construction or 
repair of sidewalks as appropriate. 
 
General Redevelopment.  Any redevelopment activity should take full advantage of the 
unique architectural characteristics of the area.  Redevelopment should be of high 
quality in order to create an image needed to further attract development. The buildings 
to be rehabilitated must meet all City codes as a minimum standard.  Normal 
maintenance cost alone should not be considered eligible for tax abatement. 
 
Historical Areas.  Any construction in a Reinvestment Zone in a historical area should 
be accomplished in a manner that will preserve, where possible, the original character 
and architectural integrity.  Each building should have, where possible, the original 
wood, brick, metal or stone exteriors retained.  When refinishing the exterior walls, new 
exterior finishes should have colors and textures, which will blend with the original.  
consideration should be given to the removal of artificial facades constructed on 
building.  Signs should be subdued and of a scale and character which will blend with 
and complement the surrounding environment. 
 
Exterior Building Repairs.  In a reconstruction project, the business should make every 
effort to remove all miscellaneous and/or abandoned electrical, plumbing, drainage and 
other mechanical equipment from the building exterior.  New mechanical systems and 
utility services should be installed in such a way that it will not detract from the building 
appearance.  The contractor should leave all openings in tact where possible and avoid 
cement blocking or boarding up of windows or doors.  Lighting and landscaping of 
signing should be carefully used to create a pleasant and secure environment 
throughout the area. 
 
Land Use.  The land use in a business district should promote and encourage uses, 
which generate large numbers of people, create a stimulating atmosphere and provide a 
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sense of security.  It should encourage quality office development which will provide 
daytime customers for support service, such as retail shops and restaurants and 
encourage development which would generate outdoor activity such as sidewalk cafes, 
street vendors, sidewalk art sales, concerts, etc. 
 
Personal Property.  Personal property limited to manufacturing equipment may be 
eligible for tax abatement.  Any personal property of this nature should be identified in 
Exhibit E-2 of the Tax Abatement Agreement.  The taxable situs of any personal 
property abated in an agreement must be within the taxing jurisdiction of the City of 
Liberty for the term of the abatement unless such property is sold.  Should the situs of 
the personal property change, the property owner shall notify the appraisal district. 
 

REINVESTMENT ZONE 
 

General.  There are two types of zones that may be created for tax abatement.  They 
are Residential Reinvestment Zones and Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zones.  
Each Zone must have one of these designations. 
 
There are seven criteria under which either of Reinvestment Zones may be designated.  
An area may meet any one of these seven in order to qualify.  They are as follows: 
 
Criteria for Designation. 
 
An area must (as provided in Chapter 312 of Texas Tax Code): 
 
(1) substantially impair or arrest the sound growth of a city or town, retard the 
provision of housing accommodations, or constitute an economic or social liability and 
be a menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and 
use by reason of the presence of a substantial number of substandard, slum, 
deteriorated, or deteriorating structures; predominance of defective or inadequate 
sidewalk or street layout; faulty lot layout in relation to size, accessibility, or usefulness; 
unsanitary or unsafe conditions; deterioration of site or other improvements; tax or 
special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land; defective or 
unusual conditions of title; the existence of conditions that endanger life or property by 
fire or other cause; or any combination of these factors or conditions; or 
 
(2) be predominately open and, because of obsolete platting or deterioration of 
structures of site improvements, or other factors, substantially impair or arrest the sound 
growth of the City; or 
 
(3) be in a federally assisted new community located within a home-rule city or in an 
area immediately adjacent to the federally assisted new community; or 
 
(4) be located wholly within an area which meets the requirements for federal 
assistance under Section 119 of the Housing and community Development Act of 1974; 
or 

7.A.12.a

Packet Pg. 81

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 a

n
d

 C
ri

te
ri

a 
20

10
  (

24
73

 :
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 &

 C
ri

te
ri

a)



 

9 
 

 
(5) encompass signs, billboards, and other outdoor advertising structures designated 
by the City Council for relocation, reconstruction, or removal for the purpose of 
enhancing the physical environment of the City, which the Legislature hereby declares 
to be a public purpose; or 
 
(6) be designated a local or state-federal enterprise zone under the Texas Enterprise 
Zone Act; or 
 
(7) Be reasonably likely, as the result of the designation, to contribute to the 
retention or expansion of primary employment or to attract major investment in the Zone 
that would be a benefit to the property and contribute to the economic development of 
the City. 
 
Process for Designation. 
 
A public hearing must be held prior to the adoption of the Ordinance.  A notice of public 
hearing must be published in the newspaper not less than seven days before the date 
of the hearing.  Following the public hearing, the Ordinance creating the Reinvestment 
Zone may be adopted. 
 
A Reinvestment Zone must be created by Ordinance.  The Ordinance must describe the 
boundaries of the Zone by metes and bounds and describe the designation of the Zone 
as residential or industrial/commercial; such description to be provided by the applicant 
prior to the designation of the Zone. 
 
A Reinvestment Zone designation expires after five years and may be renewed for an 
additional five years.  However, the term of an existing Tax Abatement Agreement 
within the Zone is not affected.  There is no limit as to the size or number of 
Reinvestment Zones the City of Liberty may have.  All Zones must, however, conform to 
the comprehensive zoning ordinance of the City.  A copy of a proposed Reinvestment 
Zone Ordinance is attached as Exhibit C. 
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TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

General 
 
The Tax Abatement Agreement, between the City and the business, is entered into after 
the creation of a Reinvestment Zone.   
 
Provisions of Agreement 
 
An Agreement must include the following provisions (as provided in Chapter 312.205 (a) 
of the Texas Tax Code).  Provisions must: 
 
(1) list the kind, number and location of all proposed improvements of the property, 
and 
 
(2) provide for access to an authorize inspection of property by municipal employees 
to ensure that the improvements or repairs or purchase of personal property were made 
according to the specifications or conditions of the Agreement, and 
 
(3) limit the uses of the property consistent with the general purposes of encouraging 
development or redevelopment of the Zone during the period that the property tax 
exemptions are in effect, and 
 
(4) provide for recapture of property tax revenue lost as a result of the Agreement if 
the owner of the property fails to make the improvements or repairs or purchases of 
personal property as provided by the Agreement. 
 
(5) contain each term agreed to by the owner of the property; 
 
(6) require the owner of the property to certify annually to the governing body of 
each taxing unit that the owner is in compliance with each applicable term of the 
agreement; and 
 
(7) provide that the governing body of the municipality may cancel or modify the 
 agreement if the property owner fails to comply with the agreement. 
 
An Agreement with the business may also include, at the option of the City, the 
following provisions (as Provided by Chapter 312.205 (b) of the Texas Tax Code): 
 
(1) Improvements or repairs by the City to streets, sidewalks, and utility services or 
facilities associated with the property, except that the Agreement may not provide for 
lower charges or rates than are made for other services or properties of similar 
character. 
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(2) An Economic Development Feasibility Study including a detailed list of estimated 
improvement costs, a description of the methods of financing all estimated costs and 
the time when the related costs or monetary obligations are to be incurred. 
 
(3) A map showing uses and conditions of real property in the Reinvestment Zone in 
relation to property descriptions as used by Liberty County Central Appraisal District. 
 
(4) A map showing proposed improvements and uses in the Reinvestment Zone in 
relation to property descriptions as used by Liberty County Central Appraisal District. 
 
(5) Proposed changes of the zoning ordinance, master plan, map, building codes 
and City ordinances. 
 
(6) The recapture of all or a portion of property tax revenue lost as a result of the 
agreement if the owner of the property fails to create all or a portion of the number of 
new jobs provided by the agreement, if the appraised value of the property subject to 
the agreement does not attain a value specified in the agreement, or if the owner fails to 
meet any other performance criteria provided by the agreement, and payment of a 
penalty or interest, or both, on that recaptured property tax revenue. 
 
Process for the Adoption of the Agreement 
 
Prior to entering into the proposed Agreement, the City must publish notice of 
consideration of establishing a Reinvestment Zone for the purpose of entering into a 
Tax Abatement Agreement, and a copy of the notice must be delivered, either by 
registered or certified mail, or in person, to the appropriate county and school official 
prior to the meeting at which the Agreement is discussed.  The City must also deliver a 
copy of the proposed Agreement to the presiding officer of Liberty County, Liberty 
Independent School District, and other taxing authorities with jurisdiction in the 
Reinvestment Zone along with written notice that the City intends to enter into the 
Agreement.  This proposed Agreement must be delivered, either by registered or 
certified mail, or in person, seven days prior to the date the City intends to enter into the 
Agreement. 
 
The City Council may then adopt a Resolution, attached as Exhibit D, authorizing the 
Tax Abatement Agreement.  A copy of a sample Tax Abatement Agreement is attached 
as Exhibit E. 
 
The Tax Abatement Agreement may be modified or terminated by mutual consent of the 
parties. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

The City of Liberty has developed and adopted these Guidelines and Criteria in order to 
allow any business interested in tax abatement opportunity to understand the 
requirements and processes. 
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These Guidelines are subject to and governed by Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code 
and the statutes, rules and regulations of the State of Texas and the United States of 
America.  In case of any conflict between the guidelines and any statute, the statute 
shall control. 
 
These Guidelines and Criteria are effective for a two year period and may be renewed 
or amended after that date using the same procedure for adoption as was followed for 
this adoption.  However, any amendment, alteration, or repeal of these Guidelines and 
Criteria can only become effective upon vote by three-fourths of the members of the 
City Council. 
 
For reference purposes, Chapter 312.204 of the Texas Tax Code is attached as Exhibit 
F. 
 
For reference purposes, an Outline of Procedures for Tax Abatement:  Establishing 
Guidelines and Criteria for Designating Reinvestment Zones and for Entering into Tax 
Abatement Agreement are included as Exhibit G. 
 
For reference purposes, a Commercial/Industrial Tax Abatement Application is included 
as Exhibit H. 
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EXHIBIT A - Guidelines and Criteria 
EXHIBIT C-3 - Ordinance Designating Reinvestment Zone 
EXHIBIT E-1 - Tax Abatement Agreement 
 
 
 

TAX ABATEMENT SCHEDULE 
 

The tax abatement policy of the City of Liberty reflects a balance between the revenue 
needs of local government and the desire to provide incentives for the expansion and 
relocation of industry. 
 
The City agrees to abate ad valorem taxes on real personal property improvements of 
qualified businesses in Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zones as follows: 
 

The minimum capital costs of the project shall be $1,000,000, or annual payroll of 
at least $400,000, or the creation of twenty-five (25) new permanent, full-time 
jobs.  Any office or retail development which guarantees a minimum of 15 new 
jobs or at least $400,000 annual payroll may be considered for tax abatement. 

  
Personal property is limited to manufacturing equipment and cost must equal not 
less than $200,000.00. 

 
 
       % OF ADDED VALUE 
   Year         TO BE ABATED 
 
    1-5       100% 
    6         75% 
    7         50% 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE  
CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, ADOPTING GUIDELINES 

AND CRITERIA FOR TAX ABATEMENT. 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty desires to promote the 

development/redevelopment of certain contiguous geographic areas within its 
jurisdiction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty is authorized to enter into Tax Abatement 
Agreements for commercial/industrial purposes as authorized in Chapter 312 of the 
Texas Tax Code, "Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act" (The Act); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act requires the City of Liberty to establish guidelines and create 
criteria for the designation of Reinvestment Zones and the entering into Tax Abatement 
Agreements. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Liberty does hereby 
adopt the attached guidelines and criteria for tax abatement. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this 13th day of July, 2010. 
 
 
       CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
 
 
             
              
        Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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EXHIBIT C - Guidelines and Criteria 
EXHIBIT E-1 - Tax Abatement Agreement 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, DESIGNATING A CERTAIN AREA 
AS A COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL REINVESTMENT 
ZONE, CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AGREEMENTS WITHIN THE ZONE, 
AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO;  
PROVIDING FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
REINVESTMENT ZONE AND THIS ORDINANCE; AND 
PROVIDING AN OPEN MEETINGS CLAUSE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas, (the "City"), desires to 
promote the development or redevelopment of a certain contiguous geographic area 
within its jurisdiction by the creation of a Reinvestment Zone, as codified in Chapter 312 
of the Texas Tax Code (the "Act"); and 
 
 WHEREAS, a hearing before the City Council was set for ________ p.m. on the 
______ day of _________________ 20____, such date being at lease seven (7) days 
after the date of publication of the notice of such public hearing in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the City of Liberty; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has called a public hearing and published notice of such 
public hearing, and has properly notified the proper officials of Liberty County, Liberty 
Independent School District, and other taxing authorities with jurisdiction in the 
reinvestment zone as required by the Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon such hearing being convened there was presented proper 
proof and evidence that notices of such hearing had been published and mailed as 
described above; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City at such hearing invited any interested person, or his 
attorney, to appear and contend for or against the creation of the Reinvestment Zone.  
The boundaries of the proposed Reinvestment Zone, whether all or part of the territory, 
which is described by a metes and bounds description attached hereto as Exhibit C-1 
and depicted in the drawing attached hereto as Exhibit C-2, should be included in such 
proposed Reinvestment Zone; and 
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 WHEREAS, all owners of property located within the proposed Reinvestment 
Zone and all other taxing units and other interested persons were given the opportunity 
at such public hearing to protest the creation of the proposed Reinvestment Zone or the 
inclusion of their property in such Reinvestment Zone; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proponents of the Reinvestment Zone offered evidence, both 
oral and documentary, in favor of all of the foregoing matters relating to the creation of 
the Reinvestment zone; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after considering all testimony and evidence offered at the public 
hearing, the City Council finds that improvements in the Reinvestment Zone will 
enhance significantly the value of all taxable real property in the Zone, that it will be of 
general benefit to the City of Liberty and that it will be in the public interest to pass this 
Ordinance creating a Reinvestment zone; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the facts and recitations contained in the preamble of this 
ordinance are hereby found and declared to be true and correct. 
 
 SECTION 2:  The City, after conducting such hearing and having heard such 
evidence and testimony, has made the following findings and determinations based on 
the evidence and testimony presented to it: 
 

(a) That the public hearing on adoption of the Reinvestment Zone has been 
properly called, held and conducted and that notice of such hearing has 
been published as required by law. 

 
(b) That the City has jurisdiction to hold and conduct this public hearing on the 

creation of the proposed Reinvestment Zone pursuant to the Act; and 
 

(c) That creation of the proposed Zone with boundaries as described herein 
will result in benefits to the City, its residents and property owners and to 
the property, residents and property owners in the Reinvestment Zone. 

 
(d) That the Reinvestment Zone, as defined herein in Exhibits C-1 and C-2, 

meets the criteria for the creation of a Reinvestment Zone as set forth in 
Chapter 312.202 of the Act in that: 

 
(1) It is a contiguous geographic area located wholly within the 

corporate limits of the City. 
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(2) The area will reasonably be likely, as a result of the designation, to 
contribute to the retention or expansion of primary employment, or 
to attract major investment in the Zone that would be a benefit to 
the property and that would contribute to the economic 
development of the City. 

 
(3) No part of the property in the Reinvestment Zone is owned or 

leased by a member of the governing body of the City or town or by 
a member of zoning or planning board or commission of the City. 

 
(4) Improvements in the Reinvestment Zone will enhance significantly 

the value of all taxable real property in the Reinvestment Zone. 
 
 SECTION 3:  That the City hereby creates a Reinvestment Zone over the area 
described by the description attached hereto and depicted in a drawing attached hereto 
and such Reinvestment Zone shall hereafter be identified as the Commercial/Industrial 
Reinvestment Zone, Number ______,  _________________________, City of Liberty, 
Texas, (the "Zone"). 
 
 SECTION 4:  That operation of the Zone shall commence on 
________________, 20_____, for a period of five years, may be renewed for an 
additional five years or may terminate sooner by subsequent ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 5:  That a written agreement as provided in the Act, with the owners of 
the property located within the Reinvestment Zone is hereby authorized according to the 
schedule and term outlined in Exhibit C-3, and the written agreement shall provide an 
exemption from taxation the increased value of the real and/or personal property 
according to that schedule. 
 
 SECTION 6:  That if any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this ordinance 
shall for any reason be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or 
unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of 
the remaining provisions of this ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 7:  That it is hereby officially found, determined, and declared that a 
sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of the meeting of the City 
Council at which this ordinance was adopted was posted at a place convenient and 
readily accessible at all times to the general public at the City Hall of the City for the 
time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Act, 
Chapter 551, Texas Government Code, and that this meeting has been open to the 
public as required by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter 
hereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon.  The City Council 
further ratifies, approves, and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting 
thereof. 
 

7.A.12.a

Packet Pg. 90

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 a

n
d

 C
ri

te
ri

a 
20

10
  (

24
73

 :
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 &

 C
ri

te
ri

a)



 

18 
 

 SECTION 8:  That the contents of the notice of public hearing, which hearing was 
held before the City Council on ___________________, and the publication of said 
notices, are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on the ______ day of 
_________________, 
20_____. 
 
        CITY OF LIBERTY 
 
 
 
             
        Carl Pickett 
        Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBITS TO ORDINANCE 
 
   C-1  Metes and Bounds description of zone 
 
   C-2  Map of Zone 
  
   C-3  Tax Abatement Schedule 
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EXHIBIT C-1 
 

METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION OF 
REINVESTMENT ZONE 
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EXHIBIT C-2 
 

DRAWING (PLAT) OF 
REINVESTMENT ZONE 
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EXHIBIT A - Guidelines and Criteria 
EXHIBIT C-3 - Ordinance Designating Reinvestment Zone 
EXHIBIT E-1 - Tax Abatement Agreement 
 
 
 

TAX ABATEMENT SCHEDULE 
 
The tax abatement policy of the City of Liberty reflects a balance between the revenue 
needs of local government and the desire to provide incentives for the expansion and 
relocation of industry. 
 
The City agrees to abate ad valorem taxes on real and personal property improvements 
of qualified businesses in Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zone as follows: 
 

The minimum capital costs of the project shall be $1,000,000, or annual payroll of 
at least $400,000, or the creation of twenty-five (25) new permanent, full-time 
jobs.  However, any office or retail development which guarantees a minimum of 
15 new jobs or at least $400,000 annual payroll may be considered for tax 
abatement. 

 
Personal Property is limited to manufacturing equipment and cost must equal 
$200,000.00 minimum. 

 
 
       % OF ADDED VALUE 
   Year         TO BE ABATED 
 
    1-5       100% 
    6         75% 
    7         50% 
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EXHIBIT D 
 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR 
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL TAX ABATEMENT FOR 
REINVESTMENT ZONE NO. _______. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty did previously approve and 
adopt Tax Abatement Guidelines and Criteria; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has established a Commercial/Industrial 
Reinvestment Zone by Ordinance No. ________ for _______________________. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Liberty, Texas, does hereby authorize entering into a Commercial/Industrial Tax 
Abatement Agreement with __________________, Reinvestment Zone No. 
____________. 
 
 FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that through the adoption of this Resolution, the 
Mayor of the City of Liberty, Carl Pickett, is authorized to execute the 
commercial/Industrial Tax Abatement Agreement as attached hereto. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _______ day of 
__________________, 
20____. 
 
 
        CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
 
 
        ____________________ 
        Carl Pickett 
        Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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EXHIBIT E 
SAMPLE TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT 

 
 
 
STATE OF TEXAS 
 
COUNTY OF LIBERTY 
 
 
 This instrument is an Abatement Agreement executed by and between the City of 
Liberty, Texas, and ______company_______.   Its terms and conditions are supported 
by good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby 
acknowledged. 
 

RECITALS 
 

1. The Texas Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act and all 
amendments thereto ("Law") provide that the governing body of an incorporated 
City (such as the City of Liberty) has the power to create one or more 
Reinvestment Zones for the abatement of ad valorem taxes assessed against 
real and/or personal property provided that certain conditions as detailed in the 
law are met. 

 
2. _____________________ ("Company") owns real property ("Real Property") 

and/or personal property ("Personal Property") located within the taxing 
jurisdiction of the City of Liberty ("City"). 

 
3. The City has designated by ordinance the real property as Reinvestment Zone 

No. ____ ("Zone") eligible for the abatement of ad valorem taxes assessed 
against  the real property or certain tangible personal property located thereon.  
The Ordinance creating the Zone is included as Exhibits C with Exhibits C-1 and 
C-2 describing and depicting the Zone.  By virtue of the City following the 
requirements of the Law in creating the Zone, the City and Company now 
exercise their rights to enter into this instrument, the terms and conditions of 
which are detailed below and, with the Exhibits, constitute the full and complete 
agreement ("Agreement") between the City and Company concerning the 
abatement of ad valorem taxes assessed against the real property and personal 
property within the Zone and otherwise payable to the City. 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
1. The first year of Tax Abatement under this Agreement shall be the year following 

the year in which it is executed unless otherwise noted.  All valuations are 
determined by the Liberty County Central Appraisal District as of January 1st of 
each year. 
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2. The percentage of abatement on properties covered are described in Exhibit E 

attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
3. Company will construct within the Zone improvements and/or purchase certain 

tangible personal property, limited to manufacturing equipment, for use in the 
Zone, and prior to completion or purchase by _____________ ("Completion 
Period") spend a minimum of $___________ in construction cost and/or a 
minimum of $____________ in personal property costs. 

 
4. A list of the kind, number and location of al proposed improvements constituting 

the Facilities are attached to this Agreement as Exhibit E-5.  Employees and/or 
designated representatives of the City will have access to the Zone during the 
term of this Agreement to inspect the Facilities to determine if the terms and 
conditions of the Agreement are being met.  All inspections will be made during 
normal business hours and will only be conducted in such a manner as to not 
unreasonably interfere with the construction and/or operation of the Facilities.  All 
inspections will be made with one or more representatives of Company, and in 
accordance with its safety standards. 

 
5. The use of the real property and/or personal property is limited to those uses 

consistent with the general purpose of encouraging development or 
redevelopment of the Zone during the period that the Property Tax Abatements 
are in effect.  Company will declare the real property to be the tax situs of the 
personal property and will render both the real property and the personal 
property with Liberty County Central Appraisal District during each year this 
agreement is in effect. 

 
6. In the event that company (a) allows its ad valorem taxes owed the City to 

become delinquent and fails to timely and properly follow the legal procedures for 
their protests and/or contests; or fails to cure during the Cure Period (as 
hereafter provided), or (b) violates any of the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement by failing to make the improvements and repairs or renditions as 
provided by this Agreement, this Agreement then may be terminated by the City, 
and all taxes otherwise abated by virtue of this Agreement will be recaptured and 
paid to the City by Company within sixty (60) days of the termination.  As an 
alternative, the City may in its discretion, not declare the Agreement terminated, 
but it must certify to Liberty County Central Appraisal District that the company 
has failed to qualify for an abatement for that tax year. 

 
7. In the event that the Facilities are completed and Company begins operations, 

but subsequently discontinues operations for any reason excepting fire, 
explosion or other casualty or accident or natural disaster for a period of one year 
during the abatement period, then this Agreement shall terminate and so shall 
the abatement of the taxes for the calendar year during which the Facility no 
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longer operates.  The taxes otherwise abated for that calendar year shall be paid 
to City within sixty (60) days from the date of the termination. 

 
8. Company must annually, on or before February 15th of each year, certify to the 

City Council that it is in compliance with the terms of this Agreement as of 
January 1st of that year. 

 
9. Should the City determine that company is in default in the terms and conditions 

of this Contract, then the City shall notify Company at the address stated below 
of such claimed default, and if such is not cured within sixty (60) days from the 
date of such notice ("Cure Period"), this Agreement may be terminated by the 
City.  Any notice of default shall be in writing and shall be given by personal 
delivery or by certified mail, return receipt requested.  In the event the notice is 
effected by personal delivery, the date and hour of actual delivery shall be the 
time and date of such notice to Company.  Absent a postal strike or other 
stoppage of the mails, in the event of delivery of notice by registered or certified 
United States mail, the date and hour following 48 hours after the date and hour 
at which the sealed envelope containing the notice is deposited in the United 
States mail, properly addressed, and with postage prepaid, shall be the time and 
date of such notice to Company. 

 
10. This Agreement is made subject to all conditions, prohibitions, obligations, acts of 

default, termination, reimbursement and recapture contained in Section 312.204 
of the Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act, a copy of which is 
marked Exhibit F attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
11. All notices required or contemplated by this Agreement shall be addressed as 

follows: 
 
 If to Company, then to 
_________________________________________________     
 ________________________________________________________________. 
  

If to the City, then to 1829 Sam Houston, Liberty, Texas, 77575, Attention:  
Mayor of the City of Liberty, Texas. 

 
12. The terms and conditions of this Agreement are binding upon the successors and 

assigns of both parties hereto.  This Agreement cannot be assigned by company 
unless permission is first granted by the City, in its sole discretion. 

 
13. This Agreement was approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the 

members of the governing body of the City Council of the City of Liberty at a 
regularly scheduled meeting on the _______ day of ____________________, 
20____, and  Carl Pickett, Mayor, was authorized to sign on behalf of the City of 
Liberty, Texas. 
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14. This Agreement was authorized by Company, and _____________ of Company 
was authorized to sign on its behalf. 

 
15. This Agreement is performable in Liberty County, Texas. 
 
16. All values used shall be established by Liberty County Central Appraisal District. 
 
17. The current taxable value of the property of Company in the Zone is: 
 
 Real property  $___________________ 

Personal Property  $___________________ 
 Total Base Value  $___________________ 
 

NOTE:  Values will be confirmed by Liberty County Central Appraisal District 
prior to execution of Agreement. 

 
18. The City of Liberty hereby exempts from ad valorem real and personal property 

taxation for the term set forth, the value in the Zone in excess of that stated in (2) 
above, in accordance with Tax Abatement Agreement Exhibit E-1, Tax 
Abatement Schedule. 

 
19. The term of the exemption will be for a period of six (6) years, beginning January 

1, 20 ____.  After the term expires, the full value of the improvements shall be 
included on the tax roll and assessed  appropriately, and this Agreement shall 
terminate. 

 
20. The company shall, within the term of this Agreement, construct or cause to be 

constructed upon Company's property in the Zone certain improvements and/or 
repairs as set forth in Exhibit E-2 of this Agreement and/or purchase or cause to 
be purchased certain tangible personal property as set forth in Exhibit E-2 of this 
agreement.   Such Exhibit lists the kind, number and location of all proposed 
improvements and/or repairs to the property of Company in the Zone.  Make, 
model and serial number of tangible personal property should be listed when 
known.  However, it is the intent of the City to abate taxes on all improvements 
and additions in excess of the base value, regardless of whether itemized on 
Exhibit E-2. 

 
21. The company agrees to build improvements in accordance with all applicable 

laws, ordinances, codes, rules, requirements or regulations of the City and any 
subdivision, agency, or authority thereof, and prior to commencing shall secure 
all permits, licenses and authorization required. 

 
22. Upon completion and inspection by the City of the improvements specified in this 

Agreement, Company and City shall execute a Certificate of Compliance set out 
in Exhibit E-3 of this Agreement.  A copy of this shall be sent to each taxing entity 
involved, the company and to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District. 
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23. Should company fail to make the improvements and/or repairs and/or personal 

property purchases as provided in this Agreement, then all real and personal 
property tax revenue lost by the City of Liberty from Company's property in the 
Zone due to this Agreement shall be forthwith paid to the City of Liberty by 
Company, and this Agreement shall become void. 

 
24. A map showing existing uses and conditions of company's property within the 

Zone is attached as Exhibit E-4 and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
25. A map showing proposed improvements and uses to Company's property within 

the Zone is attached as Exhibit E-5 and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
WITNESS OUR HANDS, this ________ day of ________________, 20____. 
 
 
        CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
 
 
        ____________________ 
        Carl Pickett 
        Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
 
 
 
        "Company" 
 
 
        By      
              
         
 
        Title 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS 
 
COUNTY OF LIBERTY 
 
 Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared 
______________________, __________________, ___________________, a 
corporation, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purposes and 
consideration therein expressed, in the capacity herein stated and as the act and deed 
of said Corporation. 
 
 Given under my hand and seal of office on this the ________ day of 
____________, 20____. 
 
 
 
       
 _____________________________ 
        Notary Public in and For the 
        State of Texas 
 
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
 
COUNTY OF LIBERTY 
 
 Before me the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared 
_____________________, Mayor of the City of Liberty, a Corporation, known to me to 
be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and 
acknowledged to met that he executed the same for the purposes and consideration 
therein expressed, in the capacity therein stated and as the act and deed of said 
Corporation. 
 
 Given under my hand and seal of office on this the _______ day of 
_____________, 20____. 
 
 
       
 _____________________________ 
        Notary Public in and for the 
        State of Texas 

7.A.12.a

Packet Pg. 101

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 a

n
d

 C
ri

te
ri

a 
20

10
  (

24
73

 :
 T

ax
 A

b
at

em
en

t 
G

u
id

el
in

es
 &

 C
ri

te
ri

a)



 

29 
 

EXHIBIT A - Guidelines and Criteria 
EXHIBIT C-3 - Ordinance Designating Reinvestment Zone 
EXHIBIT E-1 - Tax Abatement Agreement 
 
 
 

TAX ABATEMENT SCHEDULE 
 

The tax abatement policy of the City of Liberty reflects a balance between the revenue 
needs of local government and the desire to provide incentives for the expansion and 
relocation of industry. 
 
The City agrees to abate ad valorem taxes on real and personal property improvements 
of qualified businesses in Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zones as follows: 
 
 The value of any real property improvements must equal $10,000.00 minimum. 
 
 New development cost must equal $50,000.00 minimum 
 

Personal Property is limited to manufacturing equipment and cost must equal 
$200,000.00 minimum. 

 
 
 
       % OF ADDED VALUE 
   Year         TO BE ABATED 
 
    1-5       100% 
    6         75% 
    7         50% 
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TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT 
EXHIBIT E-2 

 
(List of personal property, limited to manufacturing equipment) 
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EXHIBIT E-3 
 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
 

AGREEMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND TAX ABATEMENT 
 

WITH ____________________________ 
 

IN REINVESTMENT ZONE NO. ________ CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

FOR COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL TAX ABATEMENT 
 

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
 

THE STATE OF TEXAS: 
 
COUNTY OF LIBERTY 
 
 _____________________, (The "Company") hereby certifies that the real and/or 
personal property improvements on the property, described on Exhibit e-2, as attached 
hereto, as called for in the above referenced Agreement, have been completed and that 
all facilities and improvements have been constructed or acquired pursuant to said 
Agreement. 
 
 Signed the ______ day of ______________, 20____. 
 
 
       
 _____________________________ 
        Name, Title 
 
 
The above described improvements have been accepted by the City of Liberty, Texas, 
as being in compliance with the above-referenced Agreement, and that pursuant to said 
Agreement, the exemption from taxation shall commence on _________ and the "base 
value" for the purposes of determining the taxable value of the Premises shall be the 
value of the property as established in the said Agreement. 
 
 Signed this ____ day of ________________, 20____. 
 
 
 
       
 ___________________________ 
        Inspector 
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        City of Liberty, Texas 
 

EXHIBIT E-4 
 

MAP SHOWING EXISTING USES AND 
CONDITIONS OF REAL PROPERTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

EXHIBIT E-5 
 

MAP/LIST OF PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENTS AND USES 
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EXHIBIT F 
 

Sec. 312.204.  Municipal Tax Abatement Agreement 
 
(a) The governing body of a municipality eligible to enter into tax abatement 
agreements under Section 312.002 may agree in writing with the owner of taxable real 
property that is located in a reinvestment zone, but that is not in an improvement project 
financed by tax increment bonds, to exempt from taxation a portion of the value of the 
real property or of tangible personal property located on the real property, or both, for a 
period not to exceed 10 years, on the condition that the owner of the property make 
specific improvements or repairs to the property.   The governing body of an eligible 
municipality may agree in writing with the owner of  a leasehold interest in tax-exempt 
real property that is located in a reinvestment zone, but that is not in an improvement 
project financed by tax increment bonds, to exempt a portion of the value of property 
subject to ad valorem taxation, including the leasehold interest, improvements, or 
tangible personal property located on the real property for a period not to exceed ten 
(10) years, on the condition that the owner of the leasehold interest may specific 
improvements or repairs to the real property.  A tax abatement agreement under this 
section is subject to the rights of holders of outstanding bonds of the municipality.  An 
agreement exempting taxable real property or leasehold interests or improvements on 
tax-exempt real property may provide for the exemption of such taxable interests in 
each year covered by the agreement only to the extent its value for that year exceeds 
its value for the year in which the agreement is executed.  An agreement exempting 
tangible personal property located on taxable or tax-exempt real property may provide 
for the exemption of tangible personal property located on the real property in each year 
covered by the agreement other than tangible personal property that was located on the 
real property at any time before the period covered by the agreement with the 
municipality, including inventory and supplies.  In a municipality that has a 
comprehensive zoning ordinance, and improvement, repair, development, or 
redevelopment taking place under an agreement under this section must conform to the 
comprehensive zoning ordinance.    
 
(b) The agreements made with the owners of property in a reinvestment zone must 
contain identical terms for the portion of the value of the property that is to be exempt 
and the duration of the exemption.  For purposes of this subsection, if agreements 
made with the owners of property in a reinvestment zone before September 1, 1989, 
exceed 10 years in duration, agreements made with owners of property in the zone on 
or after that date must have a duration of 10 years. 
 
(c) The property subject to an agreement made under this section may be located in 
the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the municipality.  In that event, the agreement applies to 
taxes of the municipality if the municipality annexes the property during the period 
specified in the agreement. 
 
(d) Except as otherwise provided by this subsection, property that is in a 
reinvestment zone and that is owned or leased by a person who is a member of the 
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governing body of the municipality or a member of a zoning or planning board or 
commission of the municipality is excluded from property tax abatement or tax 
increment financing.   Property that is subject to a tax abatement agreement in effect 
when the person becomes a member of the governing body or of the zoning or planning 
board or commission does not cease to be eligible for property tax abatement under 
that agreement because of the person’s membership on the governing body, board, or 
commission.  Property that is subject to tax increment financing when the person 
becomes a member of the governing body or of the zoning or planning board or 
commission does not become ineligible for tax increment financing in the same 
reinvestment zone because of the person’s membership on the governing body, board, 
or commission. 
 
(e) The governing body of a municipality eligible to enter into tax abatement 
agreements under Section 312.002 may agree in writing with the owner or lessee of real 
property that is located in a reinvestment zone to exempt from taxation for a period not 
to exceed 10 years a portion of the value of the real property or of personal property, or 
both, located within the zone and owned or leased by a certificated air carrier, on the 
condition that the certificated air carrier make specific real property improvements or 
lease for a term of 10 years or more real property improvements located within the 
reinvestment zone.  An agreement may provide for the exemption of the real property in 
each year covered by the agreement to the extent its value for that year exceeds its 
value for the year in which the agreement is executed.  An agreement may provide for 
the exemption of the personal property owned or leased by a certificated air carrier 
located within the reinvestment zone in each year covered by the agreement other than 
specific personal property that was located within the reinvestment zone at any time 
before the period covered by the agreement with the municipality. 
 
(f) The agreements made with owners of property in an enterprise zone that is also 
designated as a reinvestment zone are not required to contain identical terms for the 
portion of the value of property that is to be exempt and the duration of the agreement. 
 
(g) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this chapter, the governing body of a 
municipality eligible to enter into tax abatement agreements under Section 312.002 may 
agree in writing with the owner of real property that is located in a reinvestment zone to 
exempt from taxation for a period not to exceed five years a portion of the value of the 
real property or of tangible personal property located on the real property, or both, that 
is used to provide housing for military personnel employed at a military facility located  
in or near the municipality.  An agreement may provide for the exemption of the real 
property in each year covered by the agreement only to the extent its value for that year 
exceeds its value for the year in which the agreement is executed.  An agreement may 
provide for the exemption of tangible personal property located  on the real property in 
each year covered by the agreement other than tangible personal property that was 
located on the real property at any time before the period covered by the agreement 
with the municipality and other than inventory or supplies.  The governing body of the 
municipality may adopt guidelines and criteria for tax abatement agreements entered 
into under this subsection  that are different from the guidelines and criteria that apply to 
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tax abatement agreements entered into under another provision of this section.  Tax 
abatement agreements entered into under this subsection are not required to contain 
identical terms for the portion of the value of the property that is to be exempt or for the 
duration of the exemption as tax abatement agreements entered into with the owners of 
property in the reinvestment zone under another provision of this section. 
 
(h) The Texas Department of Economic Development or its successor may 
recommend that a taxing unit enter into a tax abatement agreement with a person under 
this chapter.  In determining whether to enter into a tax abatement agreement under this 
section, the governing body of a municipality shall consider any recommendation made 
by the Texas Department of Economic Development or its successor. 
 
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 191, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.   

Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, § 14.10(a), eff. Aug. 28,  

1989;  Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 486, § 1, eff. June 14, 1989;   

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1137, § 6, 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1989;  Acts  

1995, 74th Leg., ch. 985, § 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;  Acts 2001,  

77th Leg., ch. 560, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001;  Acts 2001, 77th  

Leg., ch. 640, § 1, eff. June 13, 2001;  Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch.  

765, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001;  Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1016,  

§ 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001;  Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1258, § 1,  

eff. June 15, 2001;  Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 149, § 18, eff. May  

27, 2003;  Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 978, § 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;   

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., ch. 412, § 16, eff. Sept. 1, 2005;  Acts  

2005, 79th Leg., ch. 728, § 23.001(82), eff. Sept. 1, 2005;  

 
 
SECTION 312.2041.  Notice of Tax Abatement Agreement to Other Taxing Units. 
 
(a) Not later than the seventh day before the date on which the municipality enters 
into an agreement under Section 312.204 or 312.211, the governing body of the 
municipality or a designated officer or employee of the municipality shall deliver to the 
presiding officer of the governing body of each other taxing unit in which the property to 
be subject to the agreement is located a written notice that the municipality intends to 
enter into the agreement.  The notice must include a copy of the proposed agreements. 
 
(b) A notice is presumed delivered when placed in the mail postage paid and 
properly addressed to the appropriated presiding officer.  A notice properly addressed 
and sent by registered or certified mail for which a return receipt is received by the 
sender is considered to have been delivered to the addressee. 
 
(c) Failure to deliver the notice does not affect the validity of the agreement. 
 
Added by 1989 Tex. Law, p. 185, ch. 2, sec. 14.11; amended by 1989 Tex. Laws, p. 
4685, ch. 1137, Sec. 8; amended by SB 1596, 75th Tex, Leg., 1997, eff. September 1, 
1997, and by HB 1239, 75th Tex. Leg., 1997, eff. September 1, 1997. 
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 EXHIBIT G 
 

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL TAX ABATEMENT 
APPLICATION 

 
 
Name of Company 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Address 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                            (Street)                    (Mailing, if different) 
 
City   _________________ State ________________ Zip ________________ 
 
Phone 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact 
Person___________________________________________________________ 
 

I. List kind, number and location of all proposed improvements of the 
property, both real and personal (attach an additional sheet if necessary). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  II. Attach to this application: 
 
  (A)  a map showing current uses and conditions of real property; 
 
  (B)  a map showing proposed improvements and uses. 
 

Use a copy of the Liberty County Central Appraisal District map of your 
property as the base map for your property.  You can get this from their 
office at 2030 Sam Houston Street, Liberty, Texas.  There will be a 
minimal charge.  Liberty County Central Appraisal District now requires 
that all applications for Tax Abatement use a District map as the base map 
for all drawings or improvements and Reinvestment Zones. 

 
 III. Attach a metes and bounds description of the property. 
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Page 2 
Tax Abatement Application 
 
The City of Liberty Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement establishes the following 
Tax Abatement criteria: 
 

As a minimum, the value of any real property improvements must equal 
$10,000.00. 

   
  Personal Property is limited to manufacturing equipment and must equal 
  $200,000.00 minimum. 
 
The Amount of abatement is as follows: 
 
       % OF ADDED VALUE 
   Year         TO BE ABATED 
 
    1-5       100% 
    6         75% 
    7         50% 
 

IV. Company plans to invest $_______________ in real property 
improvements and/or invest $______________ in personal property 
(manufacturing equipment prior to __________________ (date). 

 
  V. The current taxable value of the property of the Company is: 
 
  Real Property _______________________ 
 
  Personal Property _______________________ 
 
  Total   _______________________ 
 

You will receive a written response to your application for 
Commercial/Industrial Tax Abatement .   

 
   Dianne Tidwell 
   City Secretary 
   1829 Sam Houston 
   Liberty, TX  77575 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Project Updates 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2474) DOC ID: 2474  

 

 
 
EXPLANATION: 
Project on Aging Board President Chip Fairchild will be present to address Council regarding 
this issue. 
 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Bids 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2475) DOC ID: 2475  

 

 
 
EXPLANATION: 
At this time, Management is still gathering information for this agenda item. 
 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Bids 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2476) DOC ID: 2476  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Financial Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2477) DOC ID: 2477  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Electric 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2478) DOC ID: 2478  

 

 
 
EXPLANATION: 
At this time, Management is still gathering information for this agenda item. 
 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 08/14/12 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Utility Issue 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2481) DOC ID: 2481  

 

 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE  
CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, INDICATING ITS INTENT TO ADOPT THE AMENDMENT 
TO THE ELECTRIC SERVICE AND RATE AGREEMENT WITH BOOMERANG TUBE, 

LLC 
 

WHEREAS, Boomerang Tube, LLC, has opened a facility for the purpose of the 
production, of among other things, steel pipe and tube at 1100 FM 3361, Liberty, Texas 
77575; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boomerang Tube, LLC, is a major industrial customer that has 
located and invested capital in Liberty, Texas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Boomerang Tube, LLC and the City of Liberty have previously 
agreed on an Electrical Service and Rate Agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty desires to amend the Electric Service and Rate 
Agreement regarding the security deposit Boomerang Tube is required to pay the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that through the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Liberty hereby adopts the Amendment to the Electric Service and 
Rate Agreement with Boomerang Tube, LLC and authorizes the Mayor of the City of 
Liberty, Carl Pickett, to execute same. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of August, 2012. 
 
 
 
     CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
 
 
 
             
    ___________________________________ 
     Carl Pickett 
     Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
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____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
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Attachment: Waste Mgmt. CPI Increase  (2479 : Waste Management - CPI Increase)
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Attachment: Waste Mgmt. CPI Increase  (2479 : Waste Management - CPI Increase)
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Attachment: Waste Mgmt. CPI Increase  (2479 : Waste Management - CPI Increase)
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Attachment: Waste Mgmt. CPI Increase  (2479 : Waste Management - CPI Increase)
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