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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Councilperson Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

     

     

     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2740) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. G. Broz 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, and if such a request is made, 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 
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A. Minutes Approval 

1. Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Information Item (ID # 2741) 

Public Hearing on the 2012 Drinking Water Quality Report. 

 CCR Rpt Pg 1 (PDF) 

 CCR Rpt Pg 2 (PDF) 

2. Ordinance (ID # 2742) 

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 3, Amending 
Location Restrictions for Mobile/Manufactured Homes. 

3. Council Action (ID # 2743) 

Consider Award of Bid for Two Vehicles  for the Water/Wastewater Department. 

 Bid Tab-Vehicles 2013 (PDF) 

4. Council Action (ID # 2744) 

Consider Award of Bid for Power Line Right-Of-Way Clearance and Tree Trimming. 

 Tree Trimming July 2013 (PDF) 

5. Council Action (ID # 2745) 

Consider Award of Bid for Installation of Poles and Overhead Wires at the New Boomerang 
Substation. 

 Bid Tab Material Install Boomerang (PDF) 

6. Council Action (ID # 2746) 

Consider Voluntary Annexation for the Property Described as 000330 WM Phelps. Tract 1, 
Acres 355.063, CAD Prop ID: 26889 and CAD Geo ID: 000330-000000-011, and Take Any 
Action Deemed Necessary. 

 Voluntary Annexation 2013 (PDF) 

7. Council Action (ID # 2747) 

Reconsider Sale of Property Located at 430 Melonson Street, and Take Any Action Deemed 
Necessary. 

8. Resolution (ID # 2748) 

Consider a Resolution to Revoke Prior Authorization, If Any, for the Railroad to Pass through 
the City of Liberty. 

9. Ordinance (ID # 2749) 

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 12 of the City’s Code of Ordinances 
Granting the City Authority to Charge a Toll for Railroads that Cross City Owned Streets. 

10. Information Item (ID # 2750) 
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Discussion of a “No Smoking in Public Buildings” Ordinance for the City of Liberty. 

11. Information Item (ID # 2751) 

Discussion of an Ordinance Prohibiting Texting and Cell Phone Usage While Operating a Motor 
Vehicle in the City of Liberty. 

B. Executive Session 

Government Code §551.071 
Private Consultation with Attorney on all subjects or matters authorized by law. 
 
1.  Consider legal advice regarding items specifically listed on the agenda. 
 
Government Code §551.072- Deliberation Regarding Real Property. 
Government Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney on all subjects or matters 
authorized by law. 
 
2.  Discussion to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 2752) 

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on the Items as Discussed in the Executive Session. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

CERTIFICATION 

 
I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 
the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 5th day of July, 
2013 at 5:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 

persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2013.      

 



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/13 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 2740) DOC ID: 2740  

 

 
 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty   
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  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 7/5/2013 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Councilperson Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present 6:06 PM 

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

II. INVOCATION 
Mr. Kevin Ladd, Director of Wallisville Heritage Park, gave the Invocation. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Fire Chief Fred Collins. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments from the audience. 
 
City Manager Gary Broz reported that budget workshops would be held on July 10-12, 2013. 
 
Mayor Pickett reported that an Open House would be held at the Liberty Municipal Airport on 
Saturday, June 8th from 11:00 a.m .- 2:00 p.m.  This open house will showcase the recent 

improvements completed at this facility.  Mayor Pickett also reported that the Liberty Volunteer 
Fire Department will be holding a 3-day BBQ and raffle fundraiser to be held June 14-16 at the 
Fire Station. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2722) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. Gary Broz 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on various issues during the Project Update to include 
recreational vehicles, abandoned properties, the street project, recycling, and other topics. 

B. Information Item (ID # 2730) 

SRMPA Transformer Update - City Mgr. Gary Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz reported that a tree fell on the 69 KV power line.  With repairs complete, the 69 line 
was energized but the transformer malfunctioned and smoke poured from the side.  The load 
was transferred to the backup transformer. 

 

Mr. Broz further reported that SRMPA is working with Entergy on obtaining another transformer 
and permanent back-up plan for emergencies.  This plan includes a tie-in at the Beaumont 
Substation which should be ready in the next 2-3 weeks. 

C. Information Item (ID # 2725) 

Report on the Status of the Senior Adult Feeding Project. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Chip Fairchild, President of the Project on Aging Board of Directors, addressed Council 
regarding the status of the program and reviewed the history of the organization.  Mr. Fairchild 
reported that when this entity was experiencing failure, the City stepped in and reorganized, 
keeping the feeding program and  congregate able to function. 

 

Mr. Fairchild stated that losing certain funding due to government program cuts and other 
issues, the program is no longer self-sufficient and able to meet the needs of the seniors.  Mr. 
Fairchild further stated that there are no funds for salaries or for facilities to house the program, 
and that the program cannot subsist on fundraisers alone. Mr. Fairchild, on behalf of the Board, 
expressed appreciation for all that the City and churches did to help keep this program 
sustainable as long as possible.  Mr. Fairchild reported  that 90-day notice has been given to the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council that this program will cease to function on September 30, 
2013.  After lengthy discussion, Mr. Fairchild stated that for this program to continue and to 
flourish it would take someone that could reshape and reorganize this entity, which would 
provide a much needed service to the senior population of the community. 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

1. Tuesday, May 14, 2013 
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VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Ordinance 2013-5 

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Objecting to a Proposed Rate Increase for Electric Power 
Provided by Entergy Texas, Inc (ETI). 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz reported that the proposed ordinance is a procedural matter and has to do with only six 
Entergy industrial accounts, none of which are located in the City of Liberty or Liberty County.  
Mr. Broz further stated that this topic involves MISO (Midwest Independent Transmission 
System Operator) and the electric grid.  This document denies ETI's (Entergy Texas) request to 
modify its interruptible service rate schedule. 

 

Brief discussion was held regarding this topic and whether or not the document should be 
written as an ordinance or resolution.  A motion was made to change the document from an 
ordinance to a resolution and approve the denial of the modification of the interruptible service 
rate schedule. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

2. Council Action 2013-50 

Consider and Take Action, If Any, on Possible Redemption of Tax Property. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Randy Gunter reported on property located at 2918 Grand Avenue that had been 
part of a delinquent tax lawsuit.  This property was put up for sale on the courthouse steps and 
no bids were received that would recover the taxes owed.  Subsequently, the property owner 
wished to exercise his right to redeem the property by paying all the taxes in full.   Mr. Pedro 
Hernandez paid those taxes in the amount of $9,355 plus court costs of $875, for a total of 
$10,230.  $9,355 will be distributed to the City, Liberty ISD, and Liberty County. 

 

Motion was made to approve the redemption of the property located at 2918 Grand Avenue. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

3. Council Action 2013-46 

Consider Filling the Two (2) Vacant “Alternate” Positions on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, and Take Any Action Deemed Necessary. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

After brief discussion of the two vacant "alternate" positions on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, the consensus of Council was to fill one position and return at a later date to fill the 
second vacant position. 

 

Motion was made to appoint Mr. Mike Page as an alternate member to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

4. Council Action 2013-47 

Discussion of the Property Currently Leased by Key Energy Services at 512 Hwy. 90, and Take 
Any Action Deemed Necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the City's property located at 512 Hwy. 90, currently leased 
to Key Energy, LLC.  Mr. Broz stated that Key has given notice they will be terminating the lease 
on this property, effective July 31, 2013.   Various discussion ensued regarding whether to sell 
or re-lease the property, re-negotiating with Key to extend the lease, contacting others that may 
be interested in the property, and giving notice to prospective buyers of possible environmental 
issues. 

 

No action was taken. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Key Energy Lease (PDF) 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

5. Council Action 2013-48 

Consider Award of Quote for Utility Poles for the Boomerang Substation Project, and Take Any 
Action Deemed Necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Broz requested approval for the purchase of eight (8) steel utility poles for the Boomerang 
Substation, through a bid conducted by Nowlin & Associates.  These poles are to be purchased 
from pole manufacturer, Valmont, with a 12-week lead time, for a cost of $26,392.  Mr. Broz 
stated that having the poles set and the wires run is an additional expense.  Nowlin is working 
with E.P. Breaux Electrical Contractors for this additional work to be completed as a change 
order to the original contract.  Project completion time is December, 2013. 

 

A motion was made to approve the purchase of the eight steel poles for the Boomerang 
Substation. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Quote-Poles-Boomerang Sub (PDF) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

6. Council Action 2013-49 

Receive the 2013 Charter Review Commission Final Report, and Take Any Action Deemed 
Necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Jordan, Chairman of the 2013 Charter Review Commission reported that the 
Commission’s Final Report recommends no changes to the City's current Home Rule Charter.  
Councilperson Jordan stated that there were no changes in State law, from the recent legislative 
session, with which the City would need to comply.  Councilperson Jordan requested input from 
the remainder of Council regarding any amendments they may deem necessary.  With none 
voiced, Councilperson Jordan stated that with no suggested changes to the Charter, there will 
be no required submission to the voters. 

 

Motion was made to accept and approve the Final Report of the 2013 Charter Review 
Commission. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:14 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/13 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Manufactured Homes 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2742) DOC ID: 2742  

 

 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 3, 

AMENDING LOCATION RESTRICTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE 

HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 

SEPARATE DAYS. 

 

 WHERAS, by adoption of previous ordinances, The City Council of the City of Liberty, 

Texas detailed the location restrictions to be placed on manufactured homes.   

 

 WHERAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas, finds it to be in the public 

interest to amend the ordinance and change the location restrictions as follows.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1:  Section 3.08.032 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is amended to read 

as follows: 

 

 Sec. 3.08.032.  Location and Replacement Restrictions 

 

(a) Mobile homes are prohibited from being located within the city limits and it shall be 

unlawful for any person to locate, park, alter or extend any mobile home within the city 

limits.  This prohibition does not apply to mobile homes which are legally permitted and 

used or occupied as a residential dwelling in the city on October 29, 1997, except that the 

relocation of such mobile home is prohibited and the replacement for any such mobile 

home must be a HUD-Code manufactured home that is newer than the mobile home it is 

replacing and is at least as large in living space as the prior mobile home.  This 

replacement is limited to a one time replacement if the mobile home is located in a 

restricted area of the City.  Not more than twelve months shall lapse between the time of 

the removal and the time of replacement.  It shall be the owner’s responsibility to prove 

the removal date and the age of the removed mobile home. 

 

(b) Manufactured homes shall be permitted after February 14, 1999, only in the area 

denoted by the map attached to Ordinance 906, as amended, on file in the office of the 

City Secretary, and made a part of this division.  Any new or replacement manufactured 

home located in the non-restricted area of the city must be no more than ten (10) model 

years of age older than the current model year, and must satisfy the HUD-Code 

requirements. 

 

(c) Any existing mobile home or manufactured home located in the restricted area of the 
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City may be replaced one time with a HUD-Code manufactured home that is at least as 

large in living space as the prior manufactured or mobile home.  The replacement 

manufactured home must be no more than ten (10) model years of age older than the 

current model year.  Not more than twelve months shall lapse between the time of the 

removal and the time of replacement.  It shall be the owner’s responsibility to prove the 

removal date and the age of the removed manufactured or mobile home. 

 

(d) Manufactured homes or mobile homes destroyed by fire or other natural disaster may 

be replaced subject to the parameters in subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section 

provided a permit is obtained prior to replacement.  A replacement under this subsection 

shall not constitute the one time replacement under subsections (a) and (c) of this section. 

 

Section 2:  Section 3.08.033 (a) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is amended to 

read as follows: 

 

 Sec. 3.08.033 (a).  Required.  It shall be unlawful for any person to locate, park, alter or 

extend any manufactured home or manufactured home park within the limits of the city, unless 

he holds a valid permit issued by the city in the name of such person for the specific location, 

parking, alteration or extension proposed.  A licensed retailer or installer of manufactured homes 

shall not be required to obtain a permit, pay a fee, obtain a bond, or obtain insurance for the City 

for the transportation and installation of manufactured housing. 

 

Section 3:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 

 

Section 4:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  

 

Liberty, this _________ day of _______________________, 2013. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary       
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/13 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Bids 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2747) DOC ID: 2747  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/13 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 2748) DOC ID: 2748 A 

 

 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, REVOKING 

ALLEGED GRANT OF PERMISSION TO RAILROAD TO PASS 

THROUGH CITY STREETS. 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Liberty granted to the Texas and New 

Orleans Railroad Company in 1858 certain lands west of the Trinity River on condition that the 

railroad company would build the railroad through the Town of Liberty crossing the Trinity 

River at the Liberty Ferry, or just above or just below that point; and 

WHEREAS, the Resolution containing such grant makes reference only to lands west of 

the Trinity River and it is the City’s position that said land west of the Trinity River is the only 

land to which the Resolution applies; and,  

WHEREAS, the Liberty City Council (the successor to the Board of Trustees of the 

Corporation of the Town of Liberty) has received a communication from the Union Pacific 

Railroad (successor to the Texas and New Orleans Railroad Company) that refers to a single 

reference within the Resolution that does not include the qualifier “west of the Trinity;” and,  

WHEREAS, Union Pacific has attempted to establish that the City’s predecessor granted 

permission to the railroad to pass through the streets of the City when it is clear that the 

Resolution only refers to lands west of the Trinity. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 

 That, although Council does not believe the City has ever relinquished any rights to the 

crossings or otherwise given permission for the railroad to use its crossings east of the Trinity, to 

the extent that the minutes of May 31, 1858 of the Board of Trustees of the Town of Liberty 

reflect any grant of such permission, 

 Such grant of permission to the railroad to use the crossings within the City be, and is 

hereby, revoked.  

This resolution is applicable to all successors of the Texas and New Orleans Railroad, 

including, but not limited to, Union Pacific Railroad. 

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 
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 Passed and approved this ______ day of _______________, 2013, by a majority vote of 

the Liberty City Council. 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Carl Pickett, Mayor 

Attest: 

____________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/13 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Misc. Fees 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 2749) DOC ID: 2749 A 

 

 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY; GRANTING THE CITY OF LIBERTY AUTHORITY TO 

CHARGE A TOLL FOR RAILROADS THAT CROSS CITY OWNED 

STREETS; BY PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING 

FOR PENALTY AND INTEREST FOR FAILURE TO TIMELY PAY 

INVOICES, AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 

ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty was created in 1831 as a result of the City’s receipt of a 

grant of four leagues of land by the government of Coahuila and Texas; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty is in the unique position of owning in fee a majority of 

the streets running throughout the City; and 

 WHEREAS, railroad tracks were installed over some City owned streets without the 

railroad first obtaining a valid right-of-way; and  

WHEREAS, these streets include but are not limited to, those at Tennessee St., Alabama 

St., Louisiana St., Bowie St., Crockett St., Austin St., Milam St., Travis St., Main St., Fannin St., 

San Jacinto St., and Independence St.; and 

WHEREAS, the railroad appears to have no legal right to use the referenced crossings; 

and  

WHEREAS, a large number of trains travel through the City of Liberty every day 

creating a delay and noise nuisance for the citizens of Liberty; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty believes it to be in the citizen’s best 

interest to charge a toll for every railcar crossing over a city owned crossing. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. 

 The Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty, Texas, be, and the same is hereby 

amended by adding the following section: 
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Article 12.10 Railroads 

 

12.10.001 Railroad Toll 

 All railroad companies shall be charged and shall be responsible for paying a fee of ONE 

DOLLAR ($1.00) per railcar for every city owned crossing that is crossed by said railcar.  These 

crossings shall include those located at Tennessee St., Alabama St., Louisiana St., Bowie St., 

Crockett St., Austin St., Milam St., Travis St., Main St., Fannin St., San Jacinto St., and 

Independence St.     

SECTION 2. 

 That all Ordinances of the City in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance be, and 

the same are hereby, repealed and all other ordinances of the City not in conflict with the 

provision of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   

SECTION 3. 

 Should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this Ordinance 

be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not effect the validity 

of this Ordinance as a whole or any part of provision thereof, other than the part so declared to be 

invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not effect the validity of the Liberty Code of 

Ordinances as a whole. 

SECTION 4. 

 Railroad companies shall be invoiced daily, weekly, or monthly, at the discretion of the 

City Finance Director, and such invoices shall be payable 30 days after the invoice is issued.  

Failure to pay invoices by the date due shall cause an immediate penalty of 10% of the invoice.  

If the invoice is not paid within 60 days, interest shall accrue on the amount owing at a rate of 

the lower of 10% or year or the highest interest charge allowed by law.  

SECTION 5. 

That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 

 

SECTION 6. 

 

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 

 

 

 Passed and approved this ______ day of _______________, 2013, by a majority vote of 
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the Liberty City Council. 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Carl Pickett, Mayor 

Attest: 

____________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 2750) DOC ID: 2750  
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 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 2751) DOC ID: 2751  

 

 
 
 
 

. 
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 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 2752) DOC ID: 2752  

 

 
 
 
 
. 
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