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THE City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrival 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

     

     

     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 3019) 

Liberty Fire Department - Life Saver Awards 

B. Information Item (ID # 3020) 

Proclamation - Liberty High School Literary Criticism Team 

 LHS Literary Criticism Team 2014 (DOC) 

C. Information Item (ID # 3021) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. Gary Broz 
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, and if such a request is made, 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, April 22, 2014 

2. Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

3. Tuesday, May 27, 2014 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 3022) 

Consider a request from First Baptist Church to close a portion of Webster Street, between Main 
and Fannin, and take any action deemed necessary. 

 First Baptist Church Ltr (PDF) 

2. Council Action (ID # 3023) 

Presentation by Don Prather regarding support for grant funding for the Liberty Church of Christ 
Food Bank, and take any action deemed necessary. 

3. Council Action (ID # 3024) 

Consider selection of a Financial Advisor for a potential Texas Water Development Board 
Project. 

 Financial Advisor Recc-TWDB Proj (PDF) 

4. Council Action (ID # 3025) 

Consider selection of a Bond Counsel for a potential Texas Water Development Board Project. 

 Bond Counsel Recc-TWDB Proj (PDF) 

5. Council Action (ID # 3026) 

Consider the purchase of a city-wide telephone system, and take any action deemed necessary. 

 City-Wide Telephone-Agenda Item Form (DOCX) 

6. Council Action (ID # 3027) 

Consider approval of a bid received for Tax Resale Property described as Liberty Inner Blocks, 
Block 72, Lot PT 2 TR 3 5. 

 Liberty Inner Blocks Info (PDF) 

 Liberty Inner Blocks Photos (PDF) 

7. Council Action (ID # 3028) 

Consider approval of a bid received for Tax Resale Property described as M.G. White, Tract 
117. 
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 MG White Tract 117 Info (PDF) 

 MG White Tract 117 Photo (PDF) 

8. Council Action (ID # 3029) 

Consider approval of a bid received for Tax Resale Property described as Davidge, Block A-1, 
Lot 12 PT 13. 

 Davidge, Block A-1 Info (PDF) 

 Davidge, Block A-1 Photo (PDF) 

9. Council Action (ID # 3030) 

Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development Corporation’s action to purchase a 
Tanker Truck for the Liberty Fire Department, with a loan from the Gulf Coast Economic 
Development District. 

 Tanker Truck-Agenda Item Form (DOCX) 

10. Council Action (ID # 3031) 

Consider approval of Change Order No. 4 regarding additions of electrical/data outlets, conduit 
and wiring for the Dispatch Center, in the new Police Department facility. 

 PD Change Order Agenda Item Form (DOCX) 

 PD Drawing (PDF) 

11. Council Action (ID # 3034) 

Consider approval of final payment to Eastex Utility Construction, in the amount of $48,700, for 
completion of the Ridgewood Subdivision Waterline Project. 

 Ridgewood Subd Agenda Item Form (DOCX) 

 Ridgewood Final Cost (PDF) 

 Ridgewood Completion Ltr (PDF) 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters. 
 
1. Discussion of the City Manager's Annual Evaluation. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 3033) 

Consider and take action, if any, on the City Manager’s Annual Evaluation, as discussed in the 
Executive Session. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 
the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 6th day of June, 
2014 at 3:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 

 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2014.      
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PROCLAMATION 
 

HONORING THE LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL LITERARY CRITICISM TEAM 
 
 
Whereas, many of our children participate in worthwhile extracurricular activities while attending 
schools in the Liberty Independent School District; and 
 
Whereas, the UIL provides a format for our children to compete in a competitive and 
sportsman-like environment; and 
 
Whereas, this UIL activity complements the academic curriculum, designed to motivate 
students as they acquire higher levels of knowledge, challenging students to confront issues of 
importance, and providing students with the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of specific 
skills; and 
 
Whereas, competing members of the 2014 Literary Criticism Team consisted of Seniors 
Michael Seay and Evelyn Brady and Juniors Hudson Standish and alternate Weston Russell 
and Sophomore Camilla Brady; and 
 
Whereas, this is Liberty High School’s eleventh year in a row to qualify for the State Academic 
Tournament, having now won that title for the sixth time; and 
 
Whereas, this 2014 Literary Criticism Team won the State title in Literary Criticism, while 
achieving the highest score of all 1A, 2A, 3A, and 4A schools. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN, that I, Carl Pickett, Mayor of the City of Liberty, Texas do 
hereby proclaim Wednesday, June 11, 2014 as: 

 
“LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL LITERARY CRITICISM TEAM DAY” 

 
in Liberty, extending congratulations to these high achieving and successful young men and 
women. 
 
IN WITNESS WEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of 
Liberty, Texas to be affixed on this 10th day of June, 2014. 
 
 
              
ATTEST: Carl Pickett, Mayor 
        
      
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Randy Gunter City Attorney Present  

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council. The following comments were offered: 
 
1) Police Chief Billy Tidwell reported on Public Safety Telecommunicator’s Week, expounding 
on the duties and importance of this profession and that dispatchers are an integral part of the 
organization's success, also introducing several dispatchers in the audience, and 
2)  Chief Tidwell also reported on the "Got Drugs" free collection day that will be held on 
Saturday, April 26, 2014 at the Liberty Police Department.  This event provides citizens with an 
avenue to turn in unused, expired or unwanted prescription medications for safe disposal. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 2983) 

Shred-It Day - Councilperson Huddleston 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston reported that the next "Shred-It" Day will be held on Saturday, May 
3, 2014, in the City Hall parking lot from 9:00 a.m. until Noon.  Ms. Huddleston reported that this 
occasion is always well attended, as this event provides a way in which citizens may dispose of 

sensitive documents. 
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IV. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 2984) 

Consider a city-wide wireless network and telephone system linking all City facilities together, 
and take any action deemed necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on a project to link all City facilities together by use of a City-
wide wireless network and new phone system.  Mr.Broz and IT Systems Administrator, Melody 
Fisher met with several vendors who made presentations on various options to accomplish 
these goals.  Lengthy discussion was held regarding a handout of the various possibilities and 
related costs, to include wide area network connectivity by use of the Cloud, wireless network, 
third party fiber and City owned fiber.  Further discussion included a comparison of monthly 
costs, maintenance costs, phone system purchase prices, one-time costs, etc. 

 

Council directed management to obtain additional cost options for interconnection of city 
facilities. With construction of the new Police Department facility to be completed by mid-
August, the purchase of a phone system is critical for that building, and an opportune time to 
purchase a complete city-wide phone system, as the City’s current system is antiquated.  
Management was directed to return with cost options for a city-wide phone system that will be 
interconnected at some time in the future. 

2. Resolution 2014-7 

Consider a Resolution authorizing support and acceptance of a Texas Department of 
Transportation grant for the Click It or Ticket Selective Traffic Enforcement Project. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Chief Tidwell reported on a grant from the Texas Department of Transportation, in which funds 
are available from the Comprehensive Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (S.T.E.P.).  
These funds would allow for Liberty Police Department officers to work overtime during off-duty 
hours to conduct traffic enforcement during the "Click It or Ticket", Seat Belt Safety campaign.  
100% of the grant funding for the project is provided by the Texas Department of 
Transportation.  

 

A motion was made to approve grant funding in the amount of $3593.22 from the Texas 
Department of Transportation for the Click It or Ticket Selective Traffic Enforcement Project 
(S.T.E.P.) for traffic enforcement overtime within the Liberty Police Department. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Libby Simonson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

3. Council Action 2014-20 

Consider purchase of playground equipment for the Liberty Municipal Park, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported that Council had previously discussed using Sam Rayburn 
Municipal Power Agency surplus funds for various proposed projects, to include new playground 
equipment.  Mr. Broz reviewed a slideshow of the current playground equipment at the City's 
various parks and their state of disrepair.  Mr. Broz reported that $50,000 in SRMPA funds had 
been allotted for this project, along with a $10,000 grant from the Daniels Trust. 

 

Mr. Broz stated that various playground equipment had been researched and presented photos 
of new equipment.   Lengthy discussion ensued regarding type of equipment, materials and 
construction, durability, costs, safety and other related topics.  

 

A motion was made to replace the wooden playground equipment at the Liberty Municipal Park 
with new equipment to be purchased from The PlayWell Group, which includes installation, 
wood chip ground surface, and playground border for a total cost of $43,159.00.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

V. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 2987) 

Discussion of current and future goals, objectives and action plans. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reviewed previous handouts of current projects, major challenges and 
a needs list.  Mr. Broz requested that Council provide direction for particular areas of focus for 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Comments began with a lengthy discussion regarding drug issues.  Police Chief Billy Tidwell 
responded to Council's concerns to include undercover officers, drug dogs, repeat drug 
offenders, condemnation of dilapidated motels, and other related topics.  Additional discussion 
included surveillance/security equipment, locating quality applicants, employee retention, police 
academy, and possibly contracting with employees for a specified number of years.  Mr. Broz 
stated that the Fire Department also has issues with finding qualified applicants and employee 
retention. 

 

Chief Tidwell continued by clarifying information on the Police Department's monthly reports, 
and based on Council's direction, would restructure the reports to more clearly measure specific 
information.  Chief Tidwell further stated that the national average of clearance rates for Part 1 
crimes (murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, auto theft) is 
approximately 22%.  Each law enforcement agency's Uniform Crime Report is sent to the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, who in turns sends the State report to the FBI.  Chief Tidwell 
reported the Liberty Police Department's clearance rate for Part 1 crimes in 2013, was 46%, 
having exceeded the national average in each Part 1 crime category.  
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Council consensus was to make Public Safety Goal #1 on the list of Goals, Objectives and 
Action Plans.  As a result of these discussions, it was also decided that Goal #2 should be 
Personnel Investment. 

 

Additional goals and objectives will be discussed at a future meeting. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Goals Objectives & Action Plans (DOCX) 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:56 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Randy Gunter City Attorney Present  

II. INVOCATION 
The Invocation was given by Chris Contreras, Pastor of New Work Family Worship Center. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Liberty High School Senior, Holly 
Harris. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  Mr. Lee Stearnes, 1409 Maple Street, expressed his 
concerns regarding loose dogs in his neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Pickett reported 1) that there would be a Ground Breaking Ceremony for the new Street 
Project on Friday, May 16th at  2:00 p.m.  This groundbreaking marks the beginning of the 
construction for a project that will bring growth and expansion within the City, and 2) City 
Manager evaluations are to be turned in to the Mayor by Thursday, June 5th. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2996) 

6.A.2
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Project Updates - City Manager G. Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the status of the following projects: 

 

1) Boomerang switchover to the new substation to be rescheduled, 

2) Clarifiers are being replaced at the Sewer Treatment Plant, 

3) Construction of new Police Department facility moving along well, 

4) Working on various proposed water projects and sources of funding, 

5) Budget work sessions will be held in July, 

6) Advertising to fill various vacant positions within the City, 

7) Handout of Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency meeting minutes. 

B. Information Item (ID # 2997) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston reported that the recent "Shred-It" Event held on Saturday, May 3rd 
was a big success.  Ms. Huddleston recognized those that assisted with the event to include 
City employees and Liberty High School students.  Councilperson Huddleston concluded by 
saying that she had received many positive comments in regard to the City sponsoring these 
events, and the next "Shred-It" Day will be held in the early fall. 

C. Information Item (ID # 2998) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett reported that the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency had filed a lawsuit 
against the Agency's previous legal counsel for violation of ethical provisions and standards.  
Mayor Pickett stated that he could not expound upon this lawsuit as it is on-going litigation, 
however, he did want to inform the Council of the Agency's current development. 

D. Information Item (ID # 2999) 

Proclamation-Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read, in its entirety, a proclamation proclaiming the month of May as "Motorcycle 
Safety Awareness Month" in the City of Liberty.  Representatives from various motorcycle 
groups expressed their appreciation for the proclamation stating that it promotes increased 
awareness on the road, which ultimately saves lives. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Motorcycle Safety Month 2014 (DOC) 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
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considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, April 08, 2014 

B. Council Action 2014-21 

Consider approval of March 27 & 28 as dates for the 2015 Liberty Jubilee. 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Information Item (ID # 3000) 

Oath of Office to be administered to newly elected officials. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Municipal Court Judge Michael Little issued the Oath of Office to those individuals elected to 
Council, as a result of the May 10, 2014 election cycle.  The following individuals were duly 
elected and issued the Oath in alphabetical order: 

 

 

   Carl Pickett     Mayor 

 

   David Arnold    Council Member 

   Frank Jordan    Council Member 

   Louie Potetz    Council Member 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-Oath (DOCX) 

 Oath of Office Form (DOC) 

2. Council Action 2014-22 

Election of a Mayor Pro Tem. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Arnold proposed that Diane Huddleston continue serving as Mayor Pro Tem. 
There being no other nominations, a motion was made to elect Councilperson Huddleston as 
Mayor Pro Tem. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-Mayor Pro Tem (DOCX) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

3. Public Hearing (ID # 3008) 

Public Hearing on the designation of the Liberty Municipal Airport as a Commercial/Industrial 
Reinvestment Zone and establishing boundaries of said zone. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

At 6:27 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the Public Hearing on the designation of the Liberty 
Municipal Airport as a Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zone.  City Manager Gary Broz 
reported that reinvestment zones must be designated by ordinance and is a precursor to the 
Tax Abatement Program.  Mr. Broz continued by stating that this zone includes only the Airport 
property and that prior to this public hearing, the required notice of the hearing was published in 
the newspaper.  Notice was also given to those taxing entities that include the proposed zone in 
its boundaries for the purpose of tax abatement. 

 

Discussion included criteria for designation as a reinvestment zone, examining other Airports 
that may be designated as reinvestment zones, establishing incentives for tax abatement, 
expiration of a reinvestment zone after ten years, and other related issues.   Consensus of the 
Council was to complete the exhibits for the proposed Tax Abatements for this area and review 
of the current Boomerang Tube, LLC tax abatement incentives.  Mayor Pickett closed the Public 
Hearing at 6:50 p.m. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-PH Reinvestment Zone (DOCX) 

4. Ordinance (ID # 2982) 

Consider adoption of an Ordinance creating a Commercial/Industrial Reinvestment Zone at the 
Liberty Municipal Airport. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This agenda item was passed on in order to accumulate additional information. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Item Form Reinv Zone Ord (DOCX) 

5. Public Hearing (ID # 3009) 

Public Hearing on the institution of annexation proceedings to enlarge and extend the boundary 
limits of the City of Liberty; De Loach property at FM 160 and FM 1909. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

At 6:51 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the Public Hearing on a proposed annexation to include 
property at FM 160 and FM 1909.  City Manager Gary Broz reported that Mr. DeLoach 
petitioned the City to annex the 355.063 acres of DeLoach property, which was accepted and 
approved by Council on July 9, 2013.  Mr. Broz further stated that this public hearing and the 
proposed ordinance will complete the process, if approved. 
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Discussion included issues that involve serving the area by the Fire and Police Departments 
and that there is no immediate service plan as the property is vacant. 

 

At 6:55 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Public Hearing. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Item Form PH Annex (DOCX) 

6. Ordinance 2014-9 

Consider adoption of an Ordinance, pursuant to a voluntary request by the property owner, 
annexing 355.063 acres of additional Territory To Extend The Boundary Limits Of The City of 
Liberty to include said property. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 

 

"AN ORDINANCE, PURSUANT TO A VOLUNTARY REQUEST BY THE PROPERTY 

OWNER, ANNEXING THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 355.063 ACRE TRACT OF 

ADDITIONAL TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF LIBERTY, LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS, 

AND EXTENDING THE BOUNDARY LIMITS OF SAID CITY SO AS TO INCLUDE SAID 

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED PROPERTY WITH SAID CITY LIMITS, AND GRANTING 

TO ALL THE INHABITANTS OF SAID PROPERTY ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES 

OF OTHER CITIZENS AND BINDING SAID INHABITANTS BY ALL OF THE ACTS, 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, AND REGULATIONS OF SAID CITY;  PROVIDING FOR 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 

3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 

SEPARATE DAYS." 

 

A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Item Form Annex Ord (DOCX) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

7. Council Action 2014-23 

Consider appointments to the Liberty Community Development Corporation Board of Directors. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on the members of the Liberty Community Development 
Corporation Board of Directors.  Ms. Tidwell reported that LCDC Board Members serve two-
year terms and that four of the seven members shall be persons who are not employees, 
officers of the City or members of City Council.  Those members whose terms expire are Dennis 
Beasley, Mike McCarty, Barbara Norwood and Louie Potetz. 
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A motion was made to reappoint the following members to the LCDC Board of Directors: 

 

Dennis Beasley  Mike McCarty 

Barbara Norwood  Louie Potetz 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form LCDC Appts (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

8. Council Action 2014-24 

Consider appointments to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on the members of the City's Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Ms. Tidwell reported that Commission Members are appointed by Council to 
serve three-year terms.  Those members whose terms expire are Shelli Ellerbe and Mark 
Campbell. 

 

A motion was made to reappoint the following members to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission:  Shelli Ellerbe and Mark Campbell. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Item Form P&Z Appts. (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

9. Council Action 2014-25 

Consider approval of Change Order No. 1 for the Ridgewood Subdivision Waterline 
Improvement Project, to include additional six inch water line pipe. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Engineer/Public Works Director Tom Warner reported that the design of the Ridgewood 
Subdivision Waterline Project included installation of a six inch water line on all streets except 
Briar Grove, due to a previously installed line on this street.  However, during construction, it 
was determined that the integrity of the six inch line on Briar Grove was in poor condition and 
requires replacement. 

 

Mr. Warner further stated that the change order for installation of this additional 700 feet of six 
inch water line would increase the contract by $10,500.  Mr. Warner stated that the replacement 
of this line will assist in improving the integrity of the water infrastructure within the subdivision. 
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A motion was made to approve Change Order No. 1, in the amount of $10,500. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-Ridgewood CO #1 (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

10. Council Action 2014-26 

Consider proposal award for the installation of network cable in the new Police Department 
facility. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz and City Engineer Tom Warner reported on network cabling for the 
new Police Department facility.  It was explained that this data cabling is for all areas of the new 
building, except for 911, and does not include door security or cameras.   

 

The City sought proposals for the installation of the computer data cables and received three 
responses.  After review of the three proposals, management recommended Triangle Computer 
& Telephone in the amount of $8,150.00. 

 

A motion was made to approve and accept the proposal from Triangle Computer & Telephone 
for $8, 150.00. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Item Form PD Cable (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

11. Council Action 2014-27 

Consider award of bid for construction of a new restroom facility at the Liberty Municipal Park. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Tom Warner, City Engineer/PWD, reported that on May 9th the City received three 
proposals for construction of a new restroom facility at the Liberty Municipal Park.  Three 
proposals, to include two alternates, were received from Bruce's General Construction, CSB 
Construction, and N&T Construction.  Mr. Warner stated that the combined proposal from 
Bruce's Construction is well under the estimated project  Architectural Alliance, Inc. 
recommends the contract be awarded in the amount of $197,100.  The remaining two proposals 
were $232,852 and $218,300, respectively.  Discussion included additional funds, not to exceed 
the amount of $9000, for completion of the paved parking and sidewalks (anticipated cost is 
$5,500-$6,500) and to serve as a back-up amount for any additional work due to the road 
relocation.  This item will be brought  to Council as a change order, at a later date.  Further 
discussion was also held regarding the Baseball Board's contribution of $60,000 toward this 
project and appreciation was expressed by Council for this contribution. 
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Bruce's General Construction (low proposer) bid is as follows: 

 

Base bid  Bldg. Construction $174,900 

Alternate #1  Veneer Stone  $7,200 

Alternate #2  Metal Roof  $15,000 

 

TOTAL      $197,100 

 

A motion was made to award construction of the new restroom facility at the Liberty Municipal 
Park to Bruce's General Construction, in the amount of $197,100, and to authorize an increase 
in the contract, in an amount not to exceed $9000, for the paved parking and sidewalks in front 
of the new building. 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSTAIN: Louie Potetz 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, May 27, 2014 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 6/6/2014 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Absent  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  The following comments were made: 
 

 Fire Chief Fred Collins reported on the Department’s Father’s Day BBQ which will be 
held on June 13 & 14, in which briskets, BBQ plates are sold, 

 City Manager Gary Broz reported that as a result of a team effort of various City 
Departments, the Liberty Inn has been closed for life safety issues, 

 Mr. Broz stated that TXDOT Area Engineer Cory Taylor will be the speaker at the next 
Chamber of Commerce Luncheon, 

 Councilperson Jordan reported that he and Councilperson Beasley met with a 
representative of Union Pacific Railroad regarding railroad issues, 

 Mayor Pickett reported on the recent First Responders Memorial Service, the Hunger 
Buster Program which provides meals to kids in need, and the City Manager’s evaluation 
form which is due, to the Mayor, by June 5th

. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 3011) 

Finance Report - Finance Dir. N. Herrington 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Finance Director Naomi Herrington reported on the City's financial status through April 30, 2014.  
Ms. Herrington reported that the majority of property tax deposits have been received and that 
those figures reflect being at 121% of the budgeted amount and sales tax revenues are 
currently at 68% of the budgeted amount. 

 

Ms. Herrington further detailed the revenues, expenditures, and cash in bank of the various 
funds.  Discussion was also held regarding transfers from the various funds to the General 
Fund. 

IV. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 3012) 

Discussion of current and future goals, objectives and action plans. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A previous Work Session was held on April 22, 2014 whereby the City Council discussed their 
preferences and ideas with respect to future needs of the City.  In these discussions “Public 
Safety” was made Goal #1 and “Personnel Investment” as Goal #2.   

 

This second Work Session is a continuation of those discussions regarding additional goals, 
objectives and action plans.  Council deliberation led to making “Infrastructure” as Goal #3.  
Discussed were various topics including, but not limited to: 

 

 drainage on Fannin Street,  

 water system issues with regarding pressure,  

 power outages,  

 mowing of WCID #5 ditches and related WCID concerns, 

 Airport status to include hangar rental, TXDOT drainage project, future runway 
extension, automated weather station 

 Curbs and sidewalks 

 

Subsequent discussion led to “Community Enhancement” as Goal #4, with discussion of various 
topics including, but not limited to: 

 

 Economic development, community enhancement and maintenance of not only new, but 
existing business 

 Business model for exceptional customer service and effective business relations 

 Continue and expand partnership with Lee College 

 Continue Code Enforcement of dilapidated properties 
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“Community Relations” was designated as Goal #5.  Discussion was held regarding tourism and 
birding trails, the City Park, retention of existing business and attraction of new business. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Goals Objectives & Action Plans 2012 (DOCX) 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:32 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Street Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3022) DOC ID: 3022  
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: June 10, 2014 

 

Agenda Item No. VII.A.5 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider the purchase of a city-wide telephone system and 

take any action deemed necessary. 

 

 

Department:    Police – Fire – Animal Shelter – City Hall  

 

Subject: Telephone for New Police Department facility, Fire Station, Animal 

Shelter and City Hall. 

 

 

Background: In 2010, we started investigating the ability to network all City  

facilities.  The pricing of a complete system was too expensive.   Step #1 – we  

need new phones in the new Police Dept. facility and we need a system at City  

Hall – buy the phone for the buildings first and then work up to networking 

them. 

  

 

Fiscal Impact:  The cost to purchase telephones for the Police Station, Fire 

Station, Animal Control, and City Hall is $28,996.  We have $189,000 in the 2010 

Certificates of Obligation for technology.  This is step 1 on building a City network. 

 

 

Staff Recommendation:   Accept the proposal from Triangle Computer and  

Telephone for $28,996. 

 

 

Purpose: New phone for Police Station, etc. and to start building on a City 

Network. 
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 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: June 10, 2014 

 

Agenda Item No. VII.A.9 

 

Agenda Wording:  Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development  

Corporation’s action to purchase a Tanker Truck for the Liberty Fire Department, 

with a loan from the Gulf Coast Economic Development District. 

 

 

Department:  LCDC/Fire  

 

 

Subject: Purchase of tanker truck which will hold 2500 gallons of water. 

 

 

Background: LCDC held a public hearing on the proposed purchase of the tanker 

Truck on May 6, 2014.  Notice of this hearing was published in the newspaper on 

April 10, 2014.  Expenditures for the proposed project cannot be made until 60 

days after publication. 

  

 

Fiscal Impact: The loan amount is $492,982 for an annual payment of $36,514. 

This is a twenty-year loan at 4% simple interest.  This loan may be paid off at any  

time. 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: Authorize loan and approve purchase of tanker truck. 

 

 

Purpose: The Fire Department does not currently have a tanker truck, which  

would provide additional water supply to fight fires. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
City Council 

Agenda Item Form 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item No. VII.A.10 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider approval of Change Order No. 4 regarding additions of 
electrical/data outlets, conduit and wiring for the Dispatch Center, in the new 

Police Department facility. 

 

Department:  Public Works  

 

Subject: Police Station Change Order No. 4 regarding additions in electrical/data  

outlets, conduit and wiring in Dispatch.  

 

 

Background: The 911 System requires dedicated circuits for each dispatch station.   

Other dispatch equipment, such as the City server, monitors and printers, may be 

installed on the same circuit as long as they do not connect to the 911 system 

equipment. Other equipment in dispatch requiring outlets include the fire alarm panel, 

generator panel, clock, thermostats, make busy switch and television. A copy of the  

typical dispatch workstation is attached. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact: The cost to provide additional electrical/data outlets, conduit and wiring  

Is $2,977.00. 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Change Order No. 4 in the 
amount of $2,977.00. 

 

 

Purpose: The acceptance of Change Order No. 4 will ensure the proper electrical/data  

connections in Dispatch. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 
 

Agenda Item No. VII.A.11 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider approval of final payment to Eastex Utility 

Construction, in the amount of $48,700, for completion of the Ridgwood  

Subdivision Waterline Project. 

 

Department: Public Works  

 

 

Subject: Ridgewood Subdivision Waterline Project 

 

Background: On March 11, 2014, City Council awarded the Ridgewood    

Subdivision Waterline Project to Eastex Utility Construction in the amount of $151,700.  

Change Order No.1, increasing the contract amount by $10,500, was approved by City  

Council on May 13, 2014. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact: The Contractor has completed the project and has submitted the final  

payment request based on installed quantities. The total contract price, based on  

installed quantities, is $165,800. The difference in the original contract price, with 
Change Order No. 1, and the final invoice is due to the installation of six additional taps. 

When determining the number of taps, Staff was aware of multiple residences on a  

single tap. Although each residence was metered separately, it was determined that  

each residence should have its own tap in the new line. 

  

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the final payment to the  

contractor in the amount of $48,700 for a total contract price of $165,800. 

 

 

Purpose: Improve water service and fire protection to the residents of the Ridgewood 

Subdivision. 

7.A.11.a

Packet Pg. 68

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

id
g

ew
o

o
d

 S
u

b
d

 A
g

en
d

a 
It

em
 F

o
rm

  (
30

34
 :

 R
id

g
ew

o
o

d
 W

at
er

lin
e 

P
ro

j-
F

in
al

 P
ym

t 
R

eq
)



7.
A

.1
1.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
9

Attachment: Ridgewood Final Cost  (3034 : Ridgewood Waterline Proj-Final Pymt Req)
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