
 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Agenda ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 5/10/2016 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Frank Jordan     

Councilperson Louie Potetz     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 3500) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. G. Broz 

B. Information Item (ID # 3501) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
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one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

2. Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

B. Council Action (ID # 3502) 

Consider the dates of March 24 & 25 for the 2017 Liberty Jubilee, and take any action deemed 
necessary. 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Resolution (ID # 3503) 

Canvass Returns of the City of Liberty General Election held on May 7, 2016, and approve the 
Resolution declaring the results. 

2. Information Item (ID # 3504) 

Oath of Office to be administered to newly elected officials. - Judge Mike Little 

 Oath of Office Form (DOC) 

3. Council Action (ID # 3505) 

Elect a Mayor Pro-Tem. 

4. Council Action (ID # 3506) 

Consider appointments to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

5. Council Action (ID # 3507) 

Consider appointments to the Liberty Community Development Corporation. 

6. Public Hearing (ID # 3508) 

Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the structure located at 1409 Cos Street. 

 Agenda Item Form-Cos Street (DOCX) 

 Cos Street Info (PDF) 

7. Council Action (ID # 3509) 

Consider an Order of Abatement for the structure located at 1409 Cos Street. 

 Order of Abatement 1409 Cos (DOC) 

8. Public Hearing (ID # 3510) 

Public Hearing on the condemnation of the structure located at 109 Mimosa Street. 

 Agenda Item Form-Mimosa St (DOCX) 
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 Mimosa Street Info (PDF) 

9. Council Action (ID # 3511) 

Consider an Order of Abatement for the structure located at 109 Mimosa Street. 

 Order of Abatement 109 Mimosa (DOC) 

10. Council Action (ID # 3518) 

Consider a variance to the Manufactured Homes and Manufactured Home Parks Ordinance, 
Section 3.08.032 Location and replacement restrictions, and take any action deemed 
necessary. 

 Agenda Form-Varaince Minglewood-Manuf. Home (DOCX) 

 Minglewood MH-Info (PDF) 

11. Council Action (ID # 3519) 

Consider a request to abandon the unimproved sixty (60) foot Sharon Lane Right-of-Way from 
the north right-of-way line of Briar Drive to the north approximately 294.45 feet, and take any 
action deemed necessary. 

 Agenda Form-Sharon Lane ROW Abandonment (DOCX) 

 Sharon Lane ROW Abandonment-Info (PDF) 

12. Council Action (ID # 3512) 

Consider a bid for Tax Resale Property described as a mobile home on Lot 21, Sec 1, 
Richardson, Label #RAD 1060704 (Church St., SLOF). 

 Tax Sale Property-SLOF MH (PDF) 

13. Council Action (ID # 3513) 

Consider a bid for Tax Resale Property described as Liberty Inner Blocks, Block 119, Lot PT 2 
Track 3 (Sam Houston St.). 

 Tax Resale Property-Sam Houston (PDF) 

14. Council Action (ID # 3514) 

Discussion on providing transformers for Liberty High School upgrades, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 

15. Council Action (ID # 3515) 

Discussion regarding the City of Hardin and City of Ames wastewater flows, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 

16. Council Action (ID # 3516) 

Consider ratifying agreement with Bureau Veritas for Plan Review Services, and take any action 
deemed necessary. 

 Bureau Veritas Agreement (PDF) 

17. Council Action (ID # 3517) 

Consider a vehicle purchase for the Liberty Fire Department, and take any action deemed 
necessary. 

18. Council Action (ID # 3520) 
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Consider ratifying expenditures for emergency wastewater  repairs on Lakeland Drive, and take 
any action deemed necessary. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 6th day of May, 
2016 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 

of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

 
 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 

wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2016.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 3500) DOC ID: 3500  

 

 
 
 
. 
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 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 3501) DOC ID: 3501  
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 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
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City Council Page 1 Printed 4/26/2016 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

II. INVOCATION 

The Invocation was given by Rev. Bell, Lily of the Valley Missionary Baptist Church. 

 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Liberty Police Department Officer 
Ronnie Garcia. 

 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments from the audience.  

 

City Manager Gary Broz stated there would be a Special Called Meeting of the City Council 
on Tuesday, April 26, 2016. 

 

Mayor Pickett reported on the Liberty ISD Education Foundation Freedom Ride held April 9, 
2016.  This bicycle ride featured four ride distances and was a huge success.  All proceeds 
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of this bicycle ride benefit the grant program for the Foundation. 

 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 
 

A. Information Item (ID # 3474) 

Project Updates - City Mgr. - G. Broz 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on current, and recently completed City projects to include 

electric upgrades, opening date for the Splash Pad, installation of a temporary pump at the 

North Well, Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency Buy-down receipt of $1.4 million, Texas 

Water Development Board Loans for clean water and wastewater projects recently closed, and 

review of other City related projects. 

B. Information Item (ID # 3475) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston reported that the next Shred Event will be held on Saturday, 
June 18, 2016, from 9 am - Noon. 

C. Information Item (ID # 3476) 

Planning & Zoning Commission Appointments - City Sec. D. Tidwell 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on upcoming appointments to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission.  Ms. Tidwell stated that this Board is comprised of five members who serve 
three-year terms, reporting that those members whose terms expire are Larry Wagnon and 
Alternate Mike Page.  There is also a second alternate position that is currently vacant.  
Appointments will be made at the May 10th Council Meeting.  

D. Information Item (ID # 3477) 

Liberty Community Development Corporation Appointments - City Sec. D. Tidwell 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on upcoming appointments to the Liberty 
Community Development Corporation.   Ms. Tidwell stated that the Corporation is managed 
by a Board of seven members who serve two-year terms,  reporting that those members 
whose terms expire are Dennis Beasley, Louie Potetz, Barbara Norwood and Mike 
McCarty.  Appointments will be made at the May 10th Council Meeting.  
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

A. Minutes Approval 

 

1. Tuesday, March 08, 2016 

2. Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Executive Session 

Government Code §551.071 

Private Consultation with Attorney on all subjects or matters authorized by law: 

1.  Consultation with Attorney - Hardin Sewer 

 

At 6:05 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

 

B. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 6:32 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open meeting. 

 

1. Council Action 2016-25 

Consider and take action, if any, on the items as discussed in the Executive Session. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Motion was made to authorize the City Manager to move forward with the City of Hardin, as 
discussed in the Executive Session. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

C. Regular Session 

 

1. Council Action 2016-23 

Consider purchase of transformers for the Electric Department. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reviewed a list of current and needed padmount transformers, of 
various voltages, for the Electric Department.  Discussion was held regarding building inventory, 
storage, transformer locations, and the three bids received for the purchase of five rebuilt 
transformers.  Low bid was from T&R Electric Supply in the total amount of $45,291.00. 

 

A motion was made to accept the bid from T&R Electric Suppy for the transformers, in the 
amount of $45,291.00.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Transformer Purchase Info April 2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

2. Council Action 2016-24 

Consider a bid for Tax Resale Property described as 000073 James Martin, Tract 325 and 
000073 James Martin, Tract 16 216 (Minglewood). 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Brandon Davis reported that an offer of $16,000.00 was made for tax resale 
property located in the Minglewood Subdivision. The CAD value is $26,360.00, and of the 
offered amount, $5927.48 will be distributed to the City.  Mr. Davis stated that this property 
consists of 5.5 acres, two accounts, however, only one piece of property.  The property sale 
was previously approved by the school district and the County.  A motion was made to accept 
the bid of $16,000.00 for the tax resale property described as 000073 James Martin, Tract 325 
and 000073 James Martin, Tract 16 216. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Tax Sale Property-Minglewood 2016 (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

3. Council Action 2016-26 
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Discussion with a representative from Olson & Olson LLP regarding proposed annexation, and 
take any action deemed necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This agenda item was passed on. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
6:50 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Frank Jordan Councilperson Absent  

Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Gary Broz City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments from the audience. 

 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 
 

1. Information Item (ID # 3482) 

Project Updates - G. Broz, City Manager 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on the following: 

1) Several City utility poles have recently been struck by drivers 

2) Utility pole fell over due to inclement weather 
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4) LISD has requested assistance from the City on a new construction project relating to 
wiring and transformers. 

2. Information Item (ID # 3483) 

Finance Report - N. Herrington, Finance Director 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Finance Director Naomi Herrington reported on financials from October 1, 2015 through 
March 31, 2016.   Being six months into the fiscal year, the General Fund is on track with 
budgeted amounts, with the General Fund balance in the amount of $3.2 million.  The 
Finance Director further reviewed the status of the various funds, commenting that Sales 
Tax collections are at 50% of the budgeted amount and Property Tax collections are 99% of 
the budgeted amount. 

3. Information Item (ID # 3484) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston reported that the next Shred Event would take place on June 18th. 
This event will include electronic recycling and roll-off containers for paper, plastic and 
aluminum. 

4. Information Item (ID # 3485) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett reported that the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency had elected officers 
at their most recent Board meeting.  Mayor Pickett also stated that the Board had voted to 
distribute additional Cambridge Funds to each member city in the amount of $2.5 million, 
each having now received a total of $12 million. 

5. Information Item (ID # 3486) 

Hardin Sewer Report - G. Broz, City Manager 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported on a handout relating to the City of Hardin's daily 
wastewater meter readings for portions of March and April, 2016.  Mr. Broz reported that 
there are no concerns during good weather, however overflow becomes an issue when 
there is a rain event.  After further discussion, Mr. Broz reported that he and City Attorney 
Brandon Davis will attend the next meeting of the Hardin City Council. 

IV. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Regular Session 

 

1. Council Action 2016-29 
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Discussion with a representative from Olson & Olson LLP regarding proposed annexation, and 
take any action deemed necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Arthur Pertile, Olson & Olson LLP, was present to address the Council regarding the 
City's proposed annexation south along the Trinity River, and the annexation process.  Mr. 
Pertile addressed various topics including growth plans, establishing a growth pattern, the 
exemption process, concerns regarding the extra-territorial jurisdiction, public hearings and 
publications, process timeline, voluntary and involuntary process, 380 agreements, and 
numerous other related issues.   

 

At 7:35 p.m., Mayor Pickett called for a short recess. 

 

At 7:40 p.m., Mayor Pickett reconvened the meeting. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Ordinance 2016-8 

Consider an Ordinance suspending the rates proposed by CenterPoint Energy Resources 
Corporation d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas Company's 
Gas Reliability Infrastructure Program (GRIP). 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as followsl 

 

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS SUSPENDING THE RATES 
PROPOSED BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., d/b/a CENTERPOINT 
ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS (“CENTERPOINT” OR 
“COMPANY”) COMPANY’S GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (“GRIP”) 
FILING MADE WITH THE CITY ON MARCH 31, 2016; FINDING THAT THE MEETING 
COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT, DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 

 

City Manager Gary Broz reported that this Ordinance relates to a rate increase proposed by 
CenterPoint Energy.  The City has joined with other member cities as part of the Beaumont/East 
Texas Division Steering Committee to provide direction to attorneys that represent these cities 
regarding service rates. This Ordinance only suspends the effective date of the proposed rate 
increase until July 14, 2016. 

 

A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CenterPoint Info April 2016 (PDF) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

ABSENT: Frank Jordan 

3. Information Item (ID # 3490) 

Discussion of solid waste collection services. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported that the City's current Solid Waste Collection Agreement with 
Waste Management (WM) expires September 30, 2016.  The City is required to give WM a sixty 
(60) day notice of intent to renew or solicit bids.  Mr. Broz further stated that he would like to 
work again with Councilperson Simonson and Councilperson Huddleston to review the available 

options for these services.  Both Council Members agreed to work with management on this 
project. 

4. Council Action 2016-30 

Discussion of the recent 2016 Liberty Jubilee budget, future plans, other related issues, and 
take any action deemed necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reviewed a handout of the 2016 Liberty Jubilee revenues and 
expenditures.  Mr. Broz stated that a steering committee is to be formed to review the recent 
festival and discuss those ideas that work well and areas that need to be improved upon.  Mr. 
Broz asked if any of the Council Members would be willing to serve on this committee.  
Councilperson Simonson and Huddleston agreed to participate. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 2016 Jubilee Rev & Exp (PDF) 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

5. Council Action 2016-31 

Consider the purchase of a vehicle for the Liberty Fire Department, and take any action deemed 
necessary. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz and Fire Chief Brian Hurst reported on the proposed purchase of a 
new vehicle for the Liberty Fire Department.  Requested was a Chevrolet Tahoe to serve as 
a Command Vehicle which would be financed from the Fixed Asset Fund, $40,000 which 
was budgeted for the vehicle.  Total cost of the vehicle is $48,852.00 and would be 
purchased through the Houston-Galveston Area Council BuyBoard. After discussion 
regarding the cost, local vendors, service and maintenance, and other related issues, it was 
determined that a quote should be acquired from the local Ford dealer and this item to be 
brought back for Council action at the meeting scheduled for May 10, 2016. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 FD Vehicle Info-April 2016 (PDF) 
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RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

B. Executive Session 

1.  Gov. Code §551.087 

     Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Negotiation - Hacienda San Lorenzo. 

2.  Gov. Code. §551.074 - Personnel Matters. 

     Discussion of the City Manager's Duties and Responsibilities. 

 

At 8:00 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 8:34 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

 

1. Council Action 2016-27 

Consider and take action, if any, on discussion held in the Executive Session regarding 
Hacienda San Lorenzo. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This agenda item was passed on. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Council Action 2016-28 

Consider and take action, if any, on discussion  held in the Executive Session regarding the City 
Manager's duties and responsibilities. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:35 p.m. 

. 
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       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Jubilee 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3502) DOC ID: 3502  

 

 
 
 
. 

6.B

Packet Pg. 18



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Elections 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 3503) DOC ID: 3503  

 

 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS 
OF THE GENERAL ELECTION OF MAY 7, 2016 

 
 

WHEREAS, there was held in the City of Liberty, Texas on the 7
th
 day of May, 2016, 

a General Election duly ordered by the City Council for the purpose of electing a Mayor and 
three Councilpersons, as shown in the official returns heretofore. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Liberty, 
Texas: 
 
 That said election was duly called and notice thereof given in accordance with the 
laws of the Texas Election Code; that said election was held in the manner required by the 
Texas Election Code, and that due returns of said election have been made by the proper 
office.   
 

That it is further found and determined that the results of the General Election as 
canvassed and tabulated reflect the expressed desires of those persons voting at said 
election.  The returns of said election are as follows: 
 
 

GENERAL ELECTION 
 

NAME OF CANDIDATE    NUMBER OF VOTES RECEIVED 
 
 

MAYOR 
 
Carl Pickett 
 
 
 

COUNCILPERSON 
 
 

Frank Jordan 
 
Louie Potetz 
 
Paul Glazener 
 
David W. Arnold 
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Resolution (ID # 3503) City Council Meeting May 10, 2016 
Page 2 

 

 
Cullen Potetz 
 
Kelly D. McCain 
 
 
 
The following candidates are hereby declared elected: 
 
 
MAYOR -     Carl Pickett 

 
COUNCILPERSONS -  
 
 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 10

th
 DAY OF MAY, 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
            

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Election Information 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 3504) DOC ID: 3504  

 

 
 
 
. 
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In the name and by the authority of 
 

The State of Texas 
and 

The City of Liberty 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
 
 

I,        , do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I will 
faithfully execute the duties of the office of Council Member for the 
City of Liberty, Texas and will to the best of my ability preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States 
and of this State, so help me God. 
 
 
             
       Signature of Officer   
     

§ State of Texas 
§ County of Liberty 
 
 
SWORN TO and subscribed before me by affiant on this  10th   
day of  May   ,  2016  . 
 
 
      
             
       Signature of Notary Public or Other  
       Officer Administering Oath 
 
 

       Michael Little    
       Printed Name 
 
(seal) 

       Municipal Court Judge   
       Title 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3505) DOC ID: 3505  

 

 
EXPLANATION: 
City Charter Section §3.04 states that the City Council, at its first meeting after election of 
Council Members, shall elect one of its' members as Mayor Pro Tem.  He/she shall perform all 
duties of the Mayor in the absence or disability of the Mayor. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3506) DOC ID: 3506  

 

 
EXPLANATION: 
Appointments to the Planning & Zoning Commission are made on or after May 1st of each year.  
The Commission is comprised of five members who are qualified voters of the City and are 
appointed by City Council to serve three-year terms. 
 
Those members whose terms expire:  Larry Wagnon and Alternate Mike Page.  There is a 
second alternate position that has been vacant for some time.  Both members have agreed to 
serve again, if re-appointed.  Mr. Ryan Daniel has also submitted his name and would be willing 
to serve on the Board. 
 
Other Commission Members:  Shelli Ellerbe, Mark Campbell, Bill Takach and Kim Anderson. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3507) DOC ID: 3507  

 

 
EXPLANATION: 
The Liberty Community Development Corporation is managed by a Board of seven members.  
All members are appointed by the City Council for two-year terms.  Four of the seven members 
shall be persons who are not employees, officers of the City, or members of City Council. 
 
This information provides Council the opportunity to consider individuals to serve on the Board; 
appointments are scheduled to be made at the May Council Meeting.  Those members whose 
terms expire:  Dennis Beasley, Louie Potetz, Barbara Norwood, and Mike McCarty.  All of these 
Board Members have agreed to serve again, if re-appointed. 
 
Other Board Members:  David Arnold, Leslie Herndon and Mark Campbell. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 3508) DOC ID: 3508  

 

 
 
 
. 
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2016        

 

Agenda Item No.  VII.A.6 

 

Agenda Wording: Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 
1409 Cos 

 

Department: Public Works/Inspections     

 

Subject:  All buildings or structures which are unsafe, unsanitary or do not provide 
adequate egress or which constitute a fire hazard or are otherwise dangerous to human 
life or which in relation to existing use constitutes a hazard to safety or health are 
considered unsafe buildings. All such unsafe buildings are hereby declared illegal and 
shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition in accordance with the 
provisions of the Liberty Code of Ordinance. 

 

Background: The structure at 1409 Cos was damaged by a fire in August 2015. After 
the fire the home was not secured creating an unsafe environment for the surrounding 
residents. 

 

Fiscal Impact: If not demolished by the property owner, the City will incur the cost of 
demolition of the structure and will place a lien on the property for the demolition and 
associated costs.   

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the structure at 1409 Cos be declared 
a public nuisance and demolished within thirty (30) days. It is also recommended that if 
not demolished within the thirty (30) days, the City Manager or his designee is 
authorized to secure the demolition. 

 

Purpose: To eliminate a hazard to public health, safety and welfare.   
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Condemnations 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3509) DOC ID: 3509  
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City of Liberty 

Order of Abatement 

 

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement: 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure located at 

1409 Cos of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 

56192 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be substandard under the terms of 

Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 

structure(s) on the property described above have/has 

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 

exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or  

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 

of collapse, or 

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 

structure; or 

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or 

e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 

carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 

hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 

materials. 

 

 WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 

effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 

following records: 

a. county real property records of Liberty County; 

b. appraisal district records of Liberty County; 

c. records of the secretary of state; 

d. assumed name records of Liberty County; 

e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and 

f. utility records of the City of Liberty. 

 

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 

pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 

Code.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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finds that this property is a public nuisance, and ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the 

identified property by removal of the structure(s) thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City 

Council further authorizes the City Manager or other City officials to secure the demolition of the 

structure(s) on the identified property if the structures have not been removed within 30 days of this 

ORDER, and place a lien on the land for costs associated with such demolition and removal 

according to law ; and  

 

 Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 

in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code.  

 

 Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 

dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 

welfare.   

 

 Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure.  

  

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 

 I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 

the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 

official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty 

 

 In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 10
th

 day of May 2016. 

 

 

By:_________________________________________ 

 Carl Pickett, 

 Mayor, 

 City of Liberty 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Condemnations 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 3510) DOC ID: 3510  
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2016        

 

Agenda Item No. VII.A.8 

 

Agenda Wording: Public Hearing on the Condemnation of the Structure Located at 109 
Mimosa 

 

Department: Public Works/Inspections     

 

Subject:  All buildings or structures which are unsafe, unsanitary or do not provide 
adequate egress or which constitute a fire hazard or are otherwise dangerous to human 
life or which in relation to existing use constitutes a hazard to safety or health are 
considered unsafe buildings. All such unsafe buildings are hereby declared illegal and 
shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition in accordance with the 
provisions of the Liberty Code of Ordinance. 

 

Background: The structure at 109 Mimosa was damaged by a fire in July 2015. After 
the fire the home was not secured creating an unsafe environment for the surrounding 
residents. 

 

Fiscal Impact: If not demolished by the property owner, the City will incur the cost of 
demolition of the structure and will place a lien on the property for the demolition and 
associated costs.   

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the structure at 109 Mimosa be 
declared a public nuisance and demolished within thirty (30) days. It is also 
recommended that if not demolished within the thirty (30) days, the City Manager or his 
designee is authorized to secure the demolition. 

 

Purpose: To eliminate a hazard to public health, safety and welfare.   
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Condemnations 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3511) DOC ID: 3511  
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City of Liberty 

Order of Abatement 

 

The City Council of the City of Liberty (“Council”), at a duly noticed public hearing, 

does hereby adopt the following Order of Abatement: 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of Council that a building or structure located at 

109 Mimosa of the Town of Liberty with Liberty County Central Appraisal District Property ID # 

16806 in the City of Liberty is reported to be or believed to be substandard under the terms of 

Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Council has at a public hearing received and/or heard evidence that the 

structure(s) on the property described above have/has 

a. become substantially deteriorated through natural causes and/or from 

exposure to the elements (wind, hail, rain and storms), or  

b. become so structurally deteriorated and/or damaged that it/they are in danger 

of collapse, or 

c. become a fire hazard due to the substantial deterioration of the building or 

structure; or 

d. failed to be constructed in conformity with the City Building Code; or 

e. become a hazard to the health and/or safety of the general public, including 

all conditions conducive to the harboring of rats, mice, and other disease 

carrying animals and/or insects, including such conditions that may be 

hazardous to safety, such as inadequate bracing or the use of deteriorated 

materials. 

 

 WHEREAS, Council has received and/or heard evidence that the City has made a diligent 

effort to determine the identity and address of any owner, lienholder, or mortgagee by searching the 

following records: 

a. county real property records of Liberty County; 

b. appraisal district records of Liberty County; 

c. records of the secretary of state; 

d. assumed name records of Liberty County; 

e. tax records of the City of Liberty; and 

f. utility records of the City of Liberty. 

 

and has given notice of the public hearing held on this day regarding the substandard structure. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council, having the authority to order abatement of substandard structures 

pursuant to Chapter 6 of the Liberty Code of Ordinances and Chapter 214 of the Local Government 

Code.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council of the City of Liberty hereby 
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finds that this property is a public nuisance, and ORDERS the abatement of the condition of the 

identified property by removal of the structure(s) thereon, within 30 days of this ORDER.  The City 

Council further authorizes the City Manager or other City officials to secure the demolition of the 

structure(s) on the identified property if the structures have not been removed within 30 days of this 

ORDER, and place a lien on the land for costs associated with such demolition and removal 

according to law ; and  

 

 Part 1: That the notice of this public hearing was made or attempted with the efforts outlined 

in Chapter 214 of the Local Government Code.  

 

 Part 2: That it is hereby determined that the identified structure is in fact a structure that is 

dilapidated, substandard, or unfit for human habitation and a hazard to the public health, safety, and 

welfare.   

 

 Part 3: That public necessity requires the demolition and removal of the identified structure.  

  

Part 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 

 I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution/order duly adopted by 

the City Council of the City of Liberty.  This Order of Abatement shall be maintained with the 

official minutes of the City Council of the City of Liberty 

 

 In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this the 10
th

 day of May 2016. 

 

 

By:_________________________________________ 

 Carl Pickett, 

 Mayor, 

 City of Liberty 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Variance Requests 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3518) DOC ID: 3518  
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2016    

 

Agenda Item No.  VII.A.10 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider a variance to the Manufactured Homes and Manufactured 
Home Parks Ordinance, Section 3.08.032 Location and replacement restrictions and 
take any action deemed necessary.     

 

Department: Public Works/Inspections   

 

Subject: Variance for the property located at 1010 Minglewood Road  

 

Background: The owner of the property at 1010 Minglewood Road, Mr. Eric Thomas, is 
requesting a variance to the Code of Ordinances, Manufactured Homes and 
Manufactured Home Parks, Section 3.08.032 Location and replacement restrictions. 
Although the property is within the non-restricted manufactured home area, the 
manufactured home to be installed is a 1999 model.       
                  
The Code of Ordinances Section, 3.08.032 (b) states:      
           
 Manufactured homes shall be permitted after February 14, 1999, only in the area 
denoted by the map attached to Ordinance 906, as amended, on file in the office of the 
city secretary, and made a part of this division. Any new or replacement manufactured 
home located in the non-restricted area of the city must be no more than ten (10) model 
years of age older than the current model year, and must satisfy the HUD-Code 
requirements.           
                  
The Variance Application submitted by the applicant is enclosed. Additionally, a 
statement from the property owner to the Planning and Zoning Commission and 
pictures of the trailer are also enclosed with the Variance Application.   
              
On May 4, 2016, the Planning and Zoning Commission voted 3-0 to deny the variance. 
             

 

Fiscal Impact: NA 
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Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends denial of the variance. 

 

Purpose: The manufactured home ordinance encourages the orderly development of 
manufactured homes within the City.   

 

7.A.10.a

Packet Pg. 51

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

g
en

d
a 

F
o

rm
-V

ar
ai

n
ce

 M
in

g
le

w
o

o
d

-M
an

u
f.

 H
o

m
e 

 (
35

18
 :

 V
ar

ia
n

ce
-M

an
u

fa
ct

u
re

d
 H

o
m

es
)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
2

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
3

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
4

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
5

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
6

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
7

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
8

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
9

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
0

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
1

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



7.
A

.1
0.

b

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 6
2

Attachment: Minglewood MH-Info  (3518 : Variance-Manufactured Homes)



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 05/10/16 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Variance Requests 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3519) DOC ID: 3519  
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CITY OF LIBERTY 
 

City Council 
Agenda Item Form 

 
 
 

Council Meeting Date: May 4, 2016     

 

Agenda Item No.  VII.A.11 

 

Agenda Wording: Consider a request to abandon the unimproved sixty (60) foot 
Sharon Lane right-of-way from the north right-of-way line of Briar Drive to the north 
approximately 294.45 feet and take any action deemed necessary.  

 

Department: Public Works/Inspections   

 

Subject: Request to abandon the 294.45 foot unimproved right-of-way of Sharon Lane 
north of Briar Drive.  

 

Background: The applicant for this item, Mr. Arnold Smart, is requesting the City 
abandoned the unimproved right-of-way of Sharon Lane north of Briar Drive. The 
Briargate Subdivision is located off of FM 563 and was Accepted, Approved and 
Authorized by the City of Liberty on November 25, 1969. Included in the subdivision was 
a sixty (60) right-of-way for Sharon Lane on the north and south sides of Briar Drive. 
Over the years, the section of Sharon Lane south of Briar Drive has been improved. 
However, the section north of Briar Drive has remained as an unimproved right-of-way. 
                  
The property on both sides of Sharon Lane, north of Briar, are owned by the applicant. 
Additionally, the applicant owns the property at the northern most end of the Sharon 
Lane right-of-way. The applicant has indicated that his son wishes to construct a home 
on the northern end of the existing Sharon Lane right-of-way. An email from the 
applicant requesting the abandonment, the original subdivision plat and the current 
Liberty County CAD map are enclosed.        
                 
The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this item during the May 4, 2016 
meeting and voted 3-0 to approve the abandonment request.      

Fiscal Impact: NA   

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the abandonment request. 

 

Purpose: The abandonment will allow the construction of a new home within the City. 
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