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City Council Page 1 Printed 9/7/2018 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor Pro Tem Diane Huddleston     

Councilperson Dennis Beasley     

Councilperson Libby Simonson     

Councilperson David Arnold     

Councilperson Paul Glazener     

Councilperson Chipper Smith     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4229) 

Project Updates - City Manager Tom Warner 

B. Information Item (ID # 4230) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

C. Information Item (ID # 4231) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 
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D. Information Item (ID # 4232) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, August 14, 2018 

2. Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

3. Wednesday, August 29, 2018 

B. Council Action (ID # 4252) 

Consider approval of the abandonment of an electrical easement on the east side of Lot 1, 
Block 2, Section 1 of the Featherstone Subdivision. 

 Electric Easement Map (PDF) 

C. Council Action (ID # 4248) 

Consider acceptance of the 2019 Routine Airport Maintenance Program (RAMP) Grant 
Agreement. 

 2019 RAMP Grant Agreement (PDF) 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 4233) 

Consider approval of the newly appointed City Manager's employment contract. 

2. Ordinance (ID # 4251) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ARTICLE 3, CREATING SECTION 3.08.132, REGULATING RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ON 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 
3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

3. Public Hearing (ID # 4234) 

Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

4. Ordinance (ID # 4235) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 
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1, 2018 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2019; PROVIDING THAT EXPENDITURES FOR 
SAID FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SAID BUDGET; 
APPROPRIATING NECESSARY FUNDS FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
AND OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS, PROJECTS AND ACCOUNTS; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

5. Council Action (ID # 4236) 

Consider ratification of the property tax revenue increase reflected in the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
Budget. 

6. Public Hearing (ID # 4237) 

Public Hearing on the proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

7. Resolution (ID # 4239) 

Consider a Resolution appointing a representative to the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power 
Agency Board of Directors. 

8. Resolution (ID # 4240) 

Consider a Resolution appointing a representative to fill an unexpired term on the Sam Rayburn 
Municipal Power Agency Board of Directors. 

9. Council Action (ID # 4241) 

Consider appointments to the Liberty Municipal Library Board. 

10. Council Action (ID # 4242) 

Consider a Request for Proposal award for employee health, dental and vision insurance. 

 Bid Tab-Ins 2018 (XLS) 

11. Council Action (ID # 4243) 

Consider a nomination to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District Agricultural Advisory 
Board. 

 CAD-Ag Board Info (PDF) 

12. Council Action (ID # 4244) 

Consider a nomination to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District, Appraisal Review Board. 

 CAD-ARB Info (PDF) 

13. Council Action (ID # 4245) 

Consider approval of the appointment of the City Manager as the General Manager of the 
Liberty Community Development Corporation. 

14. Council Action (ID # 4246) 

Consider authorizing City Manager, Tom Warner, as a signatory on all City financial accounts. 

15. Council Action (ID # 4247) 

Consider approval of an Interlocal Contract with Liberty County, Precinct 1, for paving of the 
parking lot at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course. 
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16. Council Action (ID # 4249) 

Consider approval of an Electric Department Emergency Operations Plan. 

 Summary EOP (PDF) 

17. Council Action (ID # 4250) 

Consider acceptance of a Texas Department of Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation 
Grant for a Wastewater Treatment Plant Floodwall and Levee. 

 Hazard Mitigation Grant Info (PDF) 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 7th day of 
September, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 
scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 

 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 

 
 

NOTICE 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 

wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 

 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2018.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4229) DOC ID: 4229  

 

 
Subject: Project Updates 
 
Background:  This agenda item has afforded the City Manager to update the Council and the 
public on current and future City projects and activities. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4230) DOC ID: 4230  

 

 
Subject: SRMPA Report  
 
Background:  The Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency supplies the wholesale electrical 
energy needs of the member cities of Liberty, Jasper and Livingston.  Mayor Pickett is the 
President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency and desires to provide the Council and 
the public with updates on the Agency’s projects and activities. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4231) DOC ID: 4231  

 

 
Subject: Recycling Report 
 
Background:  The City of Liberty holds a "Shred Event" for the public for proper disposal of 
sensitive documents.  Councilperson Huddleston arranges these events for the City. 

 
Fiscal Impact:  The City has allocated $4000 from the Solid Waste Fund for recycling.  The 
cost for the Shred Events are expended from this fund.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends continuing with the Shred Events for the 
benefit of the residents. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Comments 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4232) DOC ID: 4232  

 

 
Subject: Mayor, Council & Staff Comments 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the Mayor, Council and Members of Staff to comment 
on recognition of community members, city employees, upcoming events, etc. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 8/27/2018 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on August 14, 2018 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Absent  

Paul Glazener Councilperson Present  

Chipper Smith Councilperson Present  

Larry Shaw Interim City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

The Invocation was given by Mr. Mike Spears, Liberty Masonic Lodge. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Police Chief Tom Claunch and Fire 
Chief Brian Hurst, respectively. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments. 
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V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4189) 

Project Updates - Interim City Mgr. L. Shaw 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported on various City projects and activities: 
 

 Obstacle with the Levee Project regarding concrete foundation 

 New traffic speeds on Hwy. 146N, TxDOT to place variable message signage 

 Two upcoming Council Meetings, August 28 & 29 

 Code Enforcement time changes allowing more time in the field for compliance 
issues 

 Rate Study (Water, Wastewater, Elec) to be complete approximately Nov. 1 

 Tree Trimming Bids brought to Council at a future meeting 

 Contractor hit waterline, causing issues at Boomerang Tube 

 Other City related projects/activities.  

B. Information Item (ID # 4190) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Carl Pickett, President of SRMPA, stated that the Agency's lawsuit with its former 
General Counsel, will be appealed to the Texas Supreme Court.  Mayor Pickett also 
reported that the Express Feeder, which will provide redundancy in the City's electric 
system, and funded by SRMPA, will soon be complete. 

C. Information Item (ID # 4191) 

Recycling Report - Councilperson Huddleston 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston reported that the next recycling event is tentatively set for 
Saturday, September 22, 2018.   The September event will not include ecycling. 

D. Information Item (ID # 4192) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There were no comments. 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
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considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, July 10, 2018 

2. Tuesday, July 17, 2018 

3. Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

4. Tuesday, July 31, 2018 

B. Council Action 2018-63 

Consider approval of an Agreement for Transportation Services between the Brazos Transit 
District and the City of Liberty. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Brazos Transit Agreement (PDF) 

C. Council Action 2018-64 

Consider designation of certain vehicles and equipment as surplus property. 

 

D. Resolution 2018-4 

Consider approval of a Resolution electing to participate in the Tax Abatement Program under 
Texas Tax Code Chapter 312. 

 

E. Resolution 2018-5 

Consider a Resolution adopting Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Tax Abatement Guidelines and Criteria 2018 (DOCX) 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2018-65 

6.A.1
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Consider award of bid for lawn maintenance of various City properties and the Hwy. 90 Median. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Public Works Director Tom Warner reported on three (3) bids received for lawn 
maintenance services for twenty-six (26) City properties, including  the Hwy. 90 median.  
After discussion of the three bidders, previous lawn maintenance vendor, and properties to 
be mowed, a motion was made to award the bid to J.D. Lopez, the low bidder, for $1,930.00 
per week. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form- Lawn Maintenance (DOCX) 

 Bid Tab-Lawn Maintenance (XLSX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Chipper Smith, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

2. Ordinance 2018-18 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS SETTING THE TIMES FOR SCHOOL ZONES LOCATED WITHIN THE 
CITY; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 
3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS SETTING 
THE TIMES FOR SCHOOL ZONES LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR A 
PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 
AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 
 
Public Works Director Tom Warner reported that this Ordinance specifies that the start time and 
end time for the school zones be established as a set time.  For the start of school, the time-
period would be forty minutes (40) minutes before school starts and twenty (20) minutes after 
school starts. For the end of school, the time-period would be twenty (20) minutes before school 
ends and forty (40) minutes after school ends. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-School Speed Zones (DOCX) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

3. Council Action 2018-62 

Consider approval of Change Order No. 1 for the 2016 TxCDBG Sewer Rehabilitation Project 
(Layl Drive Area. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Public Works Director Tom Warner reported on options for repair to approximately 2,000 feet 
of corrugated metal sanitary sewer pipe, in the Layl Drive area.  The original plan for 
upgrading the sewer system was to use the pipe bursting method, however, a portion of the 
sewer line crosses Abbott's Creek.  It was determined that in order to repair the pipe, 
without open cutting across the creek, to use Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP).  This consists of 
a pipe-within-a-pipe, at a cost of $208,953.95.  The contractor's work is reduced by 
$109,336.00, with the additional net cost to the project of $99,617.95. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made to approve Change Order No. 1 in the amount 
of $81,617.95, and a purchase order to be issued in the remaining amount of $18,000.00, to 
be funded from the 2017 Sanitary Sewer System Bond proceeds. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Agenda Form-Change Order-CDBG-Layl (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

4. Council Action 2018-66 

Consider ratification of the expenditure of funds, by the City Manager, to replace the electrical 
breaker panels at the Humphreys Cultural Center. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported on safety issues with the breaker panels at the 
Humphreys Cultural Center.  Mr. Shaw stated that this equipment is not within the confines 
of code compliance, estimated cost to be under $50,000 and repairs are to be paid for with 
Cambridge Funds. 
 
A  motion was made to approve the necessary repairs to the breaker boxes and panels at 
the Humphreys Cultural Center, for under $50,000. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

5. Information Item (ID # 4200) 

Presentation, and discussion, of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Budget. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw presented, to Council, the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 
2018-2019.  Mr. Shaw reported on proposed revenues and expenditures of the various funds, 
tax rate information, transfers, bond projects, infusion of funds from the Cambridge Project for 
fleet rotation, additional projects to be financed with Cambridge funds, revenues and 
expenditures of the new fiscal year Liberty Community Development Corporation Budget and 
future projects for consideration.  Mr. Shaw stated that the proposed budget is a balanced 
budget. 

6. Council Action 2018-67 

Consider setting the date, time and location for a Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to set the Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-
2019 for Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., in the City Council Chambers. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

7. Council Action 2018-68 

Consider approval of the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

After brief discussion, a motion was made to approve the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal 
Year 2018-2019 at $0.5851, per $100 valuation. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

8. Council Action 2018-69 

Consider setting the date, time and location for Public Hearings on the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 
2018-2019. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to set the Public Hearings on the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 
2018-2019 for Tuesday, August 28, 2018 and Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., 
in the City Council Chambers. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Glazener, Smith 

ABSENT: David Arnold 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:15 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 9/6/2018 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on August 28, 2018 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Paul Glazener Councilperson Present  

Chipper Smith Councilperson Present  

Larry Shaw Interim City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.   

III.  REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Executive Session 

, Gov. Code §551.071 - Consultation with Attorney.  
Contemplated / Pending Litigation. 
Discussion related to wastewater litigation with the Cities of Hardin and Ames. 
 
This Executive Session was held following the Regular Session Agenda Item, VII.A.1, regarding 
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the Grace Initiative. 
 
At 6:32 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above.  

B. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 7:09 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

1. Council Action 2018-70 

Consider and take action, if any, on litigation related to the Cities of Hardin and Ames 
wastewater issues, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

IV. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 4206) 

Project Updates - Interim City Mgr. L. Shaw 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported on various City related items including: 

 looking into new vendor to design and host website 

 new payroll system to be in place approximately Oct 1 

 Water/Wastewater/Electric Rate Study is behind schedule 

 Levee work continues 

 HVAC issues at the Cultural Center 

 Other City topics. 

2. Information Item (ID # 4207) 

CAD Agricultural Advisory Board 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on a nomination to be made, and related 
requirements for a position on the Central Appraisal District, Agricultural Advisory Board.  
This item will be placed on the September 11th Council Agenda for consideration. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAD-Ag Board Info (PDF) 

3. Information Item (ID # 4208) 

CAD Appraisal Review Board 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on a nomination to be made, and related 

6.A.2

Packet Pg. 17

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

u
g

 2
8,

 2
01

8 
6:

00
 P

M
  (

M
in

u
te

s 
A

p
p

ro
va

l)



Special Called Meeting Minutes August 28, 2018 

City Council Page 3 Printed 9/6/2018 

requirements for a position on the Central Appraisal District, Appraisal Review Board.  This 
item will be placed on the September 11th Council Agenda for consideration. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CAD-ARB Info (PDF) 

4. Information Item (ID # 4209) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There were no comments. 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

1. Ordinance 2018-19 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF  AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS (“CITY”) 
DENYING THE RATE INCREASE REQUEST OF ENTERGY TEXAS, INC. FILED ON MAY 15, 
2018; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; 
MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 

2. Council Action 2018-71 

Consider approval of extending the Bank Depository Agreements, with Prosperity Bank, for the 
City of Liberty and the Liberty Community Development Corporation, for an additional one year. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Bank Depository Information (PDF) 

3. Ordinance (ID # 4212) 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ARTICLE 3, CREATING SECTION 3.08.132, REGULATING RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ON 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 
3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Beasley requested that this agenda item regarding recreational vehicles be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and postponed to a future meeting. 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2018-72 

Presentation by the GRACE Initiative regarding program services and support methods, and 
take any action deemed necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Glennda Hardin, President of the G.R.A.C.E. Initiative, addressed Council regarding the  
Meals on Wheels Program, the benefits to those that receive assistance, and the program 
history.  Following brief discussion, Mayor Pickett moved to the Executive Session. 
 
Following the Executive Session, Mayor Pickett reopened this agenda item for further 
discussion and consideration. 
 
Following discussion, a motion was made by Councilperson Simonson, seconded by 
Councilperson Glazener to expend funds in the amount of $3000 to the G.R.A.C.E. Initiative 
and finding that it serves the public purpose by aiding the elderly.  The motion failed 2-5. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made to expend funds in the amount of $5000 to the 
G.R.A.C.E. Initiative, and finding that it serves the public purpose by aiding the elderly 
through the Meals on Wheels Program. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

2. Public Hearing (ID # 4214) 

Public Hearing on the proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

At 7:10 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the Public Hearing on the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal 
Year 2018-2019.  Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported that this item affords 
discussion on the proposed rate.  Mr. Shaw reported that the rate is changing from $0.6110 
to $0.5851, for a 4.85% increase in the effective tax rate.  Also mentioned was the effective 
and rollback rates. 
 
With no further comments, and none from the public, Mayor Pickett closed the Public 
Hearing at 7:13 p.m. 

3. Information Item (ID # 4215) 
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Discussion regarding the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported that there are no changes to the proposed 
budget, other than the $5000 to G.R.A.C.E. Inititative, approved earlier in this meeting.  Mr. 
Shaw reported that this expenditure will be paid from the General Fund.   

4. Information Item (ID # 4216) 

Legal Training Presentation by City Attorney, Brandon Davis. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Brandon Davis addressed the Council regarding the topic of abstention. 

5. Council Action 2018-73 

Consider authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement for a HVAC and Lighting 
Renovation Project. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Public Works Director Tom Warner reported that in April, 2018, an energy assessment study 
was completed of the City Hall, Public Works Service Center and Fire and Police buildings.  
This study was financed by the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) and found that 
significant decreases in annual energy costs, as well as maintenance costs, could be achieved 
through replacement of lights and HVAC systems at these buildings.  ESA Consulting Engineers 
submitted a proposal to prepare the plans and specifications for these projects. Cost for ESA is 
10% of construction costs, with an estimated construction cost of $235,000.00. 
 

A motion was made to execute an agreement with ESA for the HVAC and Lighting 
Renovation Project, with the cost to be expended from Cambridge Project Funds. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Proposal-HVAC & Lighting Project (PDF) 

 Agenda Form- HVAC Lighting Engineering Agreement (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

6. Information Item (ID # 4218) 

Receive Electric Utility Project Update and discussion of same. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported on electrical system reconstruction to include those 
areas that have been completed, those that are ongoing and future areas to be rehabilitated.  
These areas include various subdivisions and electric feeders.  Mr. Shaw stated that $4 
million dollars, in Cambridge Funds, had been dedicated to this reconstruction. 
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7. Council Action 2018-74 

Discuss and consider approval of the City's Electric System Capital Improvement Plan. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported that the proposed Electric System Capital 
Improvement Plan will assist to identify, evaluate and prioritize future electrical projects, 
establishing guidelines and principles. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Electric System Capital Improvement Plan. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Electric Service Capital Improvement Plan (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

8. Council Action 2018-75 

Discuss and consider approval of an Electric System Vegetative Management Program. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported that the proposed Electric System Vegetative 
Management Program addresses criteria for consistent execution of vegetative management 
practices, providing safety for the public and enhancing electric service delivery. 

 
A motion was made to approve the Electric System Vegetative Management Program. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Electric System Vegetation Management Program (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

9. Council Action 2018-76 

Discuss and consider approval of a City Electric Service Requirements Manual. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw that the Electric Service Requirements Manual provides 
guidelines and criteria  to assist customers, builders and developers in securing new or 
modifying existing electric service facilities. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Electric Service Requirements Manual. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Electric Service Requirements Manual (PDF) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

10. Council Action 2018-77 

Discuss and consider approval of a Municipal Lighting Design and Installation Manual. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Interim City Manager Larry Shaw reported that the Municipal Lighting Design and 
Installation Manual will provide a uniform process to identify locations, spacing and types of 
lights required for roadways, private streets, subdivisions and other applications, assisting 
customers, developers and builders with the City's required construction standards. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Municipal Lighting Design and Installation Manual. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Municipal Light Design and Installation Manual (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

11. Council Action 2018-78 

Discuss and consider discontinuing garbage service in the Country Club Subdivision. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Discussion was held regarding garbage service within the Country Club Subdivision, not 
being located in the city limits or Liberty's extra-territorial jurisdiction, customers that do not 
pay, and the City having no recourse for collection of outstanding bills as there is no other 
fees charged to the subdivision by the City. Further discussion included discontinuing this 
service, with proper notice given to the residents.  
 
A motion was made to discontinue garbage service to the Country Club Subdivision, 
effective October 15, 2018. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

12. Council Action 2018-79 

Consider designating a Representative and Alternate to the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
2019 General Assembly. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to designate Mayor Pickett and Councilperson Beasley as the 
representative and alternate, respectively, to the Houston-Galveston Area Council 2019 
General Assembly. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HGAC General Assembly (PDF) 

 HGAC Designation Form (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters. 

Discussion related to the City Manager Candidates and Interview Process. 
 
At 8:05 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 8:45 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:46 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Wednesday, August 29, 2018 5:30 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 9/5/2018 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on August 29, 2018 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 5:35 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  

Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  

David Arnold Councilperson Present  

Paul Glazener Councilperson Present 5:40 PM 

Chipper Smith Councilperson Present  

Larry Shaw Interim City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

 

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

 
There were no guests or visitors at this time. 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters. 
1. Conduct interviews with finalists for the position of City Manager. 
2. Review and discuss finalist interviews. 
 
At 5:36 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 
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B. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 9:14 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

1. Council Action 2018-80 

Consider the appointment of a new City Manager, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to hire Tom Warner as the new Liberty City Manager, effective August 
30, 2018. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Councilperson 

SECONDER: Paul Glazener, Councilperson 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Glazener, Smith 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
9:15 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Electric 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4252) DOC ID: 4252  

 

 

Subject: Abandonment of Electrical Easement 
 

Background: The applicant’s representative for this item, Mr. Matt Harris, is requesting 
the City abandoned an approximate fifteen (15) feet by one hundred-forty (140) feet 
electric easement on the east side of Lot 1, Block 2, Section 1 of the Featherstone 
Subdivision. The property owner of this lot, Mark and Leslie Herndon, are wishing to 
build an accessory structure adjacent to their residence. They are unable to construct 
any structure without the abandonment of the electric easement. There are currently no 
electrical lines or appurtenances located within the easement. Additionally, the City has 
no plans to install any electric improvements in the easement since it does not extend 
the full length of the lot. Any structure built on the lot will meet the existing setback 
requirements required by the City’s Subdivision Ordinance.    
   

Fiscal Impact: NA   
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the abandonment request. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Agreements 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4248) DOC ID: 4248  

 

 
Subject: RAMP Grant Agreement 
 
Background:  TxDOT administers the Routine Airport Maintenance Program (RAMP), which 
matches local government grants up to $100,000 for maintenance to parking lots, fencing, and 
other airside and landside needs.  The local government match is 50% of actual costs, plus any 
excess of $100,000 total costs. The City has requested a grant in the amount of $60,000. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The local government match is 50% of actual costs, plus any excess of $60,000 
total costs. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommend approval of the 2019 RAMP Grant Agreement. 
 
 
. 
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

GRANT FOR ROUTINE AIRPORT MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

(State Assisted Airport Routine Maintenance)

TxDOT Project ID.: M1920LBRT

Part I - Identification of the Project

TO: The City of Liberty, Texas

FROM: The State of Texas, acting through the Texas Department of Transportation

This Grant is made between the Texas Department of Transportation, (hereinafter referred to 

as the "State"), on behalf of the State of Texas, and the City of Liberty, Texas, (hereinafter referred to 

as the "Sponsor").

This Grant Agreement is entered into between the State and the Sponsor shown above, under 

the authority granted and in compliance with the provisions of the Transportation Code Chapter 21.

The project is for airport maintenance at the LIBERTY - LIBERTY MUNI Airport.

Part II - Offer of Financial Assistance

1. For the purposes of this Grant, the annual routine maintenance project cost, Amount A, is 

estimated as found on Attachment A, Scope of Services, attached hereto and made a part of 

this grant agreement.

State financial assistance granted will be used solely and exclusively for airport maintenance 

and other incidental items as approved by the State.  Actual work to be performed under this 

agreement is found on Attachment A, Scope of Services. State financial assistance, Amount 

B, will be for fifty percent (50%) of the eligible project costs for this project or $50,000.00, 

whichever is less, per fiscal year and subject to availability of state appropriations.

Scope of Services, Attachment A, of this Grant, may be amended, subject to availability of 

state funds, to include additional approved airport maintenance work. Scope amendments 

require submittal of an Amended Scope of Services, Attachment A.

Services will not be accomplished by the State until receipt of Sponsor's share of project 

costs.
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2. The State shall determine fair and eligible project costs for work scope.  Sponsor's share of 

estimated project costs, Amount C, shall be as found on Attachment A and any amendments.

It is mutually understood and agreed that if, during the term of this agreement, the State 

determines that there is an overrun in the estimated annual routine maintenance costs, the State 

may increase the grant to cover the amount of the overrun within the above stated percentages 

and subject to the maximum amount of state funding.

The State will not authorize expenditures in excess of the dollar amounts identified in this 

Agreement and any amendments, without the consent of the Sponsor.

3. Sponsor, by accepting this Grant certifies and, upon request, shall furnish proof to the State 

that it has sufficient funds to meet its share of the costs. The Sponsor grants to the State the 

right to audit any books and records of the Sponsor to verify expended funds.

Upon execution of this Agreement and written demand by the State, the Sponsor's financial 

obligation (Amount C) shall be due in cash and payable in full to the State.  State may request 

the Sponsor's financial obligation in partial payments. Should the Sponsor fail to pay their 

obligation, either in whole or in part, within 30 days of written demand, the State may exercise 

its rights under Paragraph V-3. Likewise, should the State be unwilling or unable to pay its 

obligation in a timely manner, the failure to pay shall be considered a breach and the Sponsor 

may exercise any rights and remedies it has at law or equity.

The State shall reimburse or credit the Sponsor, at the financial closure of the project, any 

excess funds provided by the Sponsor which exceed Sponsor's share (Amount C).

4. The Sponsor specifically agrees that it shall pay any project costs which exceed the amount of 

financial participation agreed to by the State. It is further agreed that the Sponsor will 

reimburse the State for any payment or payments made by the State which are in excess of the 

percentage of financial assistance (Amount B) as stated in Paragraph II-1.

Only work items as described in Attachment A, Scope of Services of this Grant are 

reimbursable under this grant.

Work shall be accomplished by August 31, 2019, unless otherwise approved by the State.
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5. Scope of Services may be accomplished by State contracts or through local contracts of the 

Sponsor as determined appropriate by the State. All locally contracted work must be 

approved by the State for scope and reasonable cost. Reimbursement requests for locally 

contracted work shall be submitted on forms provided by the State and shall include copies of 

the invoices for materials or services. Payment shall be made for no more than 50% of 

allowable charges.

The State will not participate in funding for force account work conducted by the Sponsor.

6. This Grant shall terminate upon completion of the scope of services.

Part III - Sponsor Responsibilities

1. In accepting this Grant, if applicable, the Sponsor guarantees that:

a. it will, in the operation of the facility, comply with all applicable state and federal laws, 

rules, regulations, procedures, covenants and assurances required by the State in 

connection with this Grant; and

b. the Airport or navigational facility which is the subject of this Grant shall be controlled 

by the Sponsor for a period of at least 20 years; and

c. consistent with safety and security requirements, it shall make the airport or air 

navigational facility available to all types, kinds and classes of aeronautical use without 

discrimination between such types, kinds and classes and shall provide adequate 

public access during the period of this Grant; and

d. it shall not grant or permit anyone to exercise an exclusive right for the conduct of 

aeronautical activity on or about an airport landing area. Aeronautical activities 

include, but are not limited to scheduled airline flights, charter flights, flight instruction, 

aircraft sales, rental and repair, sale of aviation petroleum products and aerial 

applications. The landing area consists of runways or landing strips, taxiways, parking 

aprons, roads, airport lighting and navigational aids; and

e. it shall not enter into any agreement nor permit any aircraft to gain direct ground 

access to the sponsor's airport from private property adjacent to or in the immediate 

area of the airport. Further, Sponsor shall not allow aircraft direct ground access to 

private property. Sponsor shall be subject to this prohibition, commonly known as a 

"through-the-fence operation," unless an exception is granted in writing by the State 

due to extreme circumstances; and

Page 3 of 129/4/2018

6.C.a

Packet Pg. 31

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
9 

R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
42

48
 :

 R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



it shall not permit non-aeronautical use of airport facilities without prior approval of the 

State; and

f.

g.

h. all fees collected for the use of the airport shall be reasonable and nondiscriminatory.  

The proceeds from such fees shall be used solely for the development, operation and 

maintenance of the airport or navigational facility; and

the Sponsor shall submit to the State annual statements of airport revenues and 

expenses when requested; and

i. an Airport Fund shall be established by resolution, order or ordinance in the treasury 

of the Sponsor, or evidence of the prior creation of an existing airport fund or properly 

executed copy of the resolution, order, or ordinance creating such a fund, shall be 

submitted to the State. The fund may be an account as part of another fund, but must 

be accounted for in such a manner that all revenues, expenses, retained earnings, and 

balances in the account are discernible from other types of moneys identified in the 

fund as a whole. All fees, charges, rents, and money from any source derived from 

airport operations must be deposited in the Airport Fund and shall not be diverted to 

the general revenue fund or another revenue fund of the Sponsor. All expenditures 

from the Airport Fund shall be solely for airport purposes. Sponsor shall be ineligible 

for a subsequent grant or loan by the State unless, prior to such subsequent grant or 

loan, Sponsor has complied with the requirements of this subparagraph; and

j. the Sponsor shall operate runway lighting at least at low intensity from sunset to 

sunrise; and

k. insofar as it is reasonable and within its power, Sponsor shall adopt and enforce 

zoning regulations to restrict the height of structures and use of land adjacent to or in 

the immediate vicinity of the airport to heights and activities compatible with normal 

airport operations as provided in Tex. Loc. Govt. Code Ann. Sections 241.001 et 

seq. (Vernon and Vernon Supp.). Sponsor shall also acquire and retain aviation 

easements or other property interests in or rights to use of land or airspace, unless 

sponsor can show that acquisition and retention of such interest will be impractical or 

will result in undue hardship to Sponsor. Sponsor shall be ineligible for a subsequent 

grant or loan by the State unless Sponsor has, prior to subsequent approval of a grant 

or loan, adopted and passed an airport hazard zoning ordinance or order approved by 

the State.

l. mowing services will not be eligible for state financial assistance.  Sponsor will be 

responsible for 100% of any mowing services.  
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2. The Sponsor, to the extent of its legal authority to do so, shall save harmless the State, the 

State's agents, employees or contractors from all claims and liability due to activities of the 

Sponsor, the Sponsor's agents or employees performed under this agreement. The Sponsor, 

to the extent of its legal authority to do so, shall also save harmless the State, the State's 

agents, employees or contractors from any and all expenses, including attorney fees which 

might be incurred by the State in litigation or otherwise resisting claim or liabilities which might 

be imposed on the State as the result of those activities by the Sponsor, the Sponsor's agents 

or employees.

3. The Sponsor's acceptance of this Offer and ratification and adoption of this Grant shall be 

evidenced by execution of this Grant by the Sponsor. The Grant shall comprise a contract, 

constituting the obligations and rights of the State of Texas and the Sponsor with respect to the 

accomplishment of the project and the operation and maintenance of the airport.  

If it becomes unreasonable or impractical to complete the project, the State may void this 

agreement and release the Sponsor from any further obligation of project costs.

4. Upon entering into this Grant, Sponsor agrees to name an individual, as the Sponsor's 

Authorized Representative, who shall be the State's contact with regard to this project.  The 

Representative shall receive all correspondence and documents associated with this grant and 

shall make or shall acquire approvals and disapprovals for this grant as required on behalf of 

the Sponsor, and coordinate schedule for work items as required.

5. By the acceptance of grant funds for the maintenance of eligible airport buildings, the Sponsor 

certifies that the buildings are owned by the Sponsor.  The buildings may be leased but if the 

lease agreement specifies that the lessee is responsible for the upkeep and repairs of the 

building no state funds shall be used for that purpose.

6. Sponsor shall request reimbursement of eligible project costs on forms provided by the State.  

All reimbursement requests are required to include a copy of the invoices for the materials or 

services. The reimbursement request will be submitted no more than once a month.

7. The Sponsor's acceptance of this Agreement shall comprise a Grant Agreement, as provided 

by the Transportation Code, Chapter 21, constituting the contractual obligations and rights of 

the State of Texas and the Sponsor with respect to the accomplishment of the airport 

maintenance and compliance with the assurances and conditions as provided.  Such Grant 

Agreement shall become effective upon the State's written Notice to Proceed issued following 

execution of this agreement.

Page 5 of 129/4/2018

6.C.a

Packet Pg. 33

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
9 

R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
42

48
 :

 R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



Part IV - Nomination of the Agent

f. reimburse sponsor for approved contract maintenance costs no more than once a 

month.

e. obtain an audit as may be required by state regulations; the State Auditor may 

conduct an audit or investigation of any entity receiving funds from TxDOT directly 

under this contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract.  

Acceptance of funds directly under this contract or indirectly through a subcontract 

under this contract acts as acceptance of the authority of the State Auditor, under the 

direction of the legislative audit committee, to conduct an audit or investigation in 

connection with those funds.  An entity that is the subject of an audit or investigation 

must provide the state auditor with access to any information the state auditor 

considers relevant to the investigation or audit.

d. receive, review, approve and pay invoices and payment requests for services and 

materials supplied in accordance with the State approved contracts;

c. if State enters into a contract as Agent: exercise supervision and direction of the 

project work as the State reasonably finds appropriate.  Where there is an 

irreconcilable conflict or difference of opinion, judgment, order or direction between 

the State and the Sponsor or any service provider, the State shall issue a written 

order which shall prevail and be controlling;

b. enter into contracts as necessary for execution of scope of services;

a. accept, receive, and deposit with the State any and all project funds granted, allowed, 

and paid or made available by the Sponsor, the State of Texas, or any other entity;

2.

1.

The State shall, for all purposes in connection with the project identified above, be the Agent 

of the Sponsor.  The Sponsor grants the State a power of attorney to act as its agent to 

perform the following services:

The Sponsor designates the State as the party to receive and disburse all funds used, or to be 

used, in payment of the costs of the project, or in reimbursement to either of the parties for 

costs incurred.

Part V - Recitals

1. This Grant is executed for the sole benefit of the contracting parties and is not intended or 

executed for the direct or incidental benefit of any third party.

2. It is the intent of this grant to not supplant local funds normally utilized for airport maintenance, 

and that any state financial assistance offered under this grant be in addition to those local 

funds normally dedicated for airport maintenance.
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3. This Grant is subject to the applicable provisions of the Transportation Code, Chapters 21 

and 22, and the Airport Zoning Act, Tex. Loc. Govt. Code Ann. Sections 241.001 et seq. 

(Vernon and Vernon Supp.).  Failure to comply with the terms of this Grant or with the rules 

and statutes shall be considered a breach of this contract and will allow the State to pursue the 

remedies for breach as stated below.

a.
Of primary importance to the State is compliance with the terms and conditions of this 

Grant.  If, however, after all reasonable attempts to require compliance have failed, 

the State finds that the Sponsor is unwilling and/or unable to comply with any of the 

terms of this Grant, the State, may pursue any of the following remedies: (1) require a 

refund of any financial assistance money expended pursuant to this Grant,  (2) deny 

Sponsor's future requests for aid, (3) request the Attorney General to bring suit 

seeking reimbursement of any financial assistance money expended on the project 

pursuant to this Grant, provided however, these remedies shall not limit the State's 

authority to enforce its rules, regulations or orders as otherwise provided by law, (4) 

declare this Grant null and void, or (5) any other remedy available at law or in equity.

b. Venue for resolution by a court of competent jurisdiction of any dispute arising under 

the terms of this Grant, or for enforcement of any of the provisions of this Grant, is 

specifically set by Grant of the parties in Travis County, Texas.

4. The State reserves the right to amend or withdraw this Grant at any time prior to acceptance 

by the Sponsor.  The acceptance period cannot be greater than 30 days after issuance unless 

extended by the State.

5. This Grant constitutes the full and total understanding of the parties concerning their rights and 

responsibilities in regard to this project and shall not be modified, amended, rescinded or 

revoked unless such modification, amendment, rescission or revocation is agreed to by both 

parties in writing and executed by both parties.

6. All commitments by the Sponsor and the State are subject to constitutional and statutory 

limitations and restrictions binding upon the Sponsor and the State (including Sections 5 and 7 

of Article 11 of the Texas Constitution, if applicable) and to the availability of funds which 

lawfully may be applied.
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Part VI - Acceptances

____________________________________

Attorney's Signature

Dated at ____________________, Texas, this __________ day of _________________, 20____.

I, _______________________________, acting as attorney for the City of Liberty, Texas, 

do certify that I have fully examined the Grant and the proceedings taken by the Sponsor relating to the 

acceptance of the Grant, and find that the manner of acceptance and execution of the Grant by the 

Sponsor, is in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas.

Certificate of Attorney

Sponsor Title

____________________________________

Sponsor Signature

____________________________________

Sponsor

The City of Liberty, Texas

Executed this __________ day of _______________________, 20____.

The City of Liberty, Texas, does ratify and adopt all statements, representations, warranties, 

covenants, agreements, and all terms and conditions of this Grant.

Sponsor

____________________________________

Page 8 of 129/4/2018

6.C.a

Packet Pg. 36

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
9 

R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
42

48
 :

 R
A

M
P

 G
ra

n
t 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



Acceptance of the State

Date:_______________________________________

By:________________________________________

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF TEXAS

Executed by and approved for the Texas Transportation Commission for the purpose and effect of 

activating and/or carrying out the orders, established policies or work programs and grants heretofore 

approved and authorized by the Texas Transportation Commission.
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Attachment A

Scope of Services

TxDOT Project ID: M1920LBRT

Eligible Scope Item Sponsor Share

Amount C

State Share

Amount B

Estimated Costs

Amount A

GENERAL MAINTENANCE $60,000.00 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

TOTAL $60,000.00 $30,000.00$30,000.00

Accepted By: The City of Liberty, Texas

____________________________________

Signature

Title:_________________________________

Date:_________________________________

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:  As needed, Sponsor may contract for services / purchase materials for 

routine maintenance / improvement of airport pavements, signage, drainage, AWOS systems, approach 

aids, lighting systems, utility infrastructure, fencing, herbicide / application, sponsor owned and operated 

fuel systems, hangars, terminal buildings and security systems; professional services for environmental 

compliance, approved project design. Special projects to be determined and added by amendment.

Only work items as described in Attachment A, Scope of Services of this Grant are 

reimbursable under this grant.
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TxDOT Project ID: M1920LBRT

CERTIFICATION OF AIRPORT FUND

The City of Liberty does certify that an Airport Fund has been established for the Sponsor, and that all 

fees, charges, rents, and money from any source derived from airport operations will be deposited for 

the benefit of the Airport Fund and will not be diverted for other general revenue fund expenditures or 

any other special fund of the Sponsor and that all expenditures from the Fund will be solely for airport 

purposes. The fund may be an account as part of another fund, but must be accounted for in such a 

manner that all revenues, expenses, retained earnings, and balances in the account are discernible from 

other types of moneys identified in the fund as a whole.

Sponsor: The City of Liberty, Texas

By:__________________________________

Title:_________________________________

Date:_________________________________

Certification of State Single Audit Requirements

will comply with all requirements of the State of Texas Single Audit Act if the City of Liberty, Texas, 

spends or receives more than the threshold amount in any grant funding sources during the most recently 

audited fiscal year. And in following those requirements, the City of Liberty, Texas, will submit the 

report to the audit division of the Texas Department of Transportation. If your entity did not meet the 

threshold in grant receivables or expenditures, please submit a letter indicating that your entity is not 

required to have a State Single Audit performed for the most recent audited fiscal year.

(Designated Representative)

I, ___________________________, do certify that the City of Liberty, Texas,

____________________________________

Signature

____________________________________

Title

____________________________________

Date
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TxDOT Project ID: M1920LBRT

DESIGNATION OF SPONSOR'S AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

The City of Liberty, Texas, designates, ________________________________________________

(Name, Title)

as the Sponsor's authorized representative, who shall receive all correspondence and documents 

associated with this grant and who shall make or shall acquire approvals and disapprovals for this grant 

as required on behalf of the Sponsor.

Sponsor: The City of Liberty, Texas

Title:_________________________________

Date:_________________________________

By:__________________________________

DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE

Mailing Address:

Overnight Mailing Address:

Telephone Number:

Fax Number:

Email Address:
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Employee Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4233) DOC ID: 4233  

 

 

Subject:  City Manager Contract 
 

Background: On August 29, 2018, the City Council hired Tom Warner as the new 
Liberty City Manager. The City Manager is the only employee with the City that has a 
formal employment contract. As with previous City Managers, the City Manager serves 
at the will of City Council. The attached contract is similar to the previous City 
Manager’s contract with minor changes to reflect the removal of the relocation 
allowance, an automobile being provided and the credit for vacation and sick leave.  
 

Fiscal Impact: The financial terms of the contract include an annual salary of 
$125,000.00 and a monthly auto allowance of $650.00.  
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4251) DOC ID: 4251 B 

 

 
Subject: RVs on Commercial Property 
 
Background: The current Recreational Vehicle (RV) Ordinance states that the placement of a 
RV for occupancy longer than fourteen (14) days shall not be permitted except in an approved 
RV park. A RV may be placed at an owner’s residence as long as the RV is placed in the side or 
rear yard area and not used for occupancy greater than fourteen (14) days in a twelve-month 
(12) period. The ordinance has been interpreted by staff that if an RV was not in a RV park, the 
RV could only be placed on residential property. To clarify the ordinance, a new section is 
proposed that specifically prohibits RV on commercial, business or industrial properties. The 
only exception is if the RV is on property in which the RV is stored is in the business of repairing 
or selling RV’s.   
 
Fiscal Impact: NA  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommend approval of the ordinance prohibiting RV’s on 
commercial property. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ARTICLE 3, 

CREATING SECTION 3.08.132, REGULATING RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ON 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE 

READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty currently regulates the placement of recreational vehicles 

within the city’s limits; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the importance of protecting property values 

within the city; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas, finds it to be in the public 

interest to regulate the placement of recreational vehicles on commercial or business property.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  Article 3.08.132 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty is created to read as 

follows: 
 

 Article 3.08.132.  Recreational Vehicle Storage on Commercial or Business Property 

 

(a) Recreational Vehicles shall not be stored or located on properties inside the city limits 

that are used for commercial, business, or industrial purposes.  
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Ordinance (ID # 4251) City Council Meeting September 11, 2018 
Page 2 

 

(b) An exception to this rule shall exist if the property on which the recreational vehicle is 

stored is in the business of selling or repairing recreational vehicles. 
 

(c) Violations of this ordinance can result in the issuance of a citation. 
 

Section 2:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  

 

Liberty, this 11th day of September, 2018. 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary       
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 4234) DOC ID: 4234  

 

 

Subject: Public Hearing-Budget 
 
Background: The governing body of a municipality is required to hold a public hearing on 
the proposed budget. LGC §102.006.  The hearing must be at least fifteen days after the 
date the proposed budget is filed with the City Secretary (Aug 14) and prior to the date that 
the Council passes the tax levy ordinance.   The budget must be passed before the tax levy 
ordinance can be passed.  Any person may attend and/or participate in the hearing. 
 
At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the governing body shall take action on the 
proposed budget. LGC §102.007. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The public hearing has no fiscal impact. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Required action to be taken on budget following the public 
hearing. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Budget Adoption 
   
   

 ORDINANCE (ID # 4235) DOC ID: 4235 B 

 

 
Subject: Budget Adoption 
 
Background: The budget process culminates in action by the City Council to adopt the budget 
and set the tax rate.  This process includes Budget Work Sessions and Public Hearings on both 
the budget and tax rate.  
 
Before the tax rate is adopted, an ordinance approving the budget must be adopted, as the tax 
rate is to be in accordance with the budget. LGC §102.009. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The budget is an estimate of costs, revenues and resources over the new fiscal 
year, serving as a plan of action for daily operations, intended expenditures, and for achieving 
objectives.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Management recommends adoption of the Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018-2019. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2018 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2019; PROVIDING 
THAT EXPENDITURES FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE MADE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SAID BUDGET; APPROPRIATING NECESSARY 
FUNDS FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS, PROJECTS AND 
ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
 

WHEREAS, The City Manager of the City of Liberty, Texas has submitted to the City 
Council a proposed budget of the revenues and expenditures for conducting the affairs 
of the City and providing a complete financial plan for 2018-2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted the necessary public hearing as required 

by law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 
 

SECTION 1.  The proposed budget of the revenues necessary for conducting the affairs 
of the City of Liberty, Texas,  said budget being in the amount of $35,459,854.00 
providing a complete financial plan for the ensuing fiscal year beginning October 1, 
2018, and ending September 30, 2019, as submitted to the City Council by the City 
Manager, be, and the same is hereby, in all things adopted and approved as the budget 
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Ordinance (ID # 4235) City Council Meeting September 11, 2018 
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of the City of Liberty, Texas for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and ending 
September 30, 2019. 
 

SECTION 2.  The sum of $35,355,871.00 is hereby appropriated for the payment of the 
expenditures established in the approved budget for the fiscal year beginning October 
1, 2018 and ending September 30, 2019, a copy of which has been filed with the City 
Secretary, and is made a part hereof for all purposes. 
 

SECTION 3.  The expenditures during the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 and 
ending September 30, 2019, shall be made in accordance with the budget approved by 
this ordinance. 
 

SECTION 4.  Specific authority is given to the City Manager regarding the transfer of 
appropriations budgeted from one department or activity to another department or 
activity. 
 

SECTION 5.  All notices and public hearings required by law have been duly completed. 
The City Secretary is directed to provide a certified copy of the budget to the County 
Clerk of Liberty County for recording after final passage hereof. 
 

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.  
 

SECTION 7.  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 
of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby 
dispensed with. 
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Liberty, 
Texas on the 11th day of September, 2018. 
 
 
 
              

         Carl Pickett 
         Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     

Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4236) DOC ID: 4236  

 

 
Subject: Ratification of property tax revenue increase 
 
Background: Adoption of a budget that raises more revenue from property taxes than in the 
previous year requires a separate vote of the governing body to ratify the property tax increase 
reflected in the budget. LGC §102.007(c).   This vote is in addition to and separate from the vote 
to adopt the budget and the vote to set the tax rate. 
 
Fiscal Impact: This vote has no fiscal impact. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the required action to ratify the property tax 
increase be taken. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 4237) DOC ID: 4237  

 

 
Subject: Public Hearing - Tax Rate 
 
Background: Tax payers must be provided the opportunity to express their views regarding the 
proposed tax rate.  A public hearing on a tax rate may not be held before the 7th day after the 
date the notice of public hearing is given (Aug 16).  The first public hearing was held on August 
28. The 2nd public hearing may not be held earlier than the 3rd day after the date of the 1st 
hearing..  This is the second of the two required public hearings. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The public hearing has no fiscal impact. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends holding the public hearing on the tax rate, as 
required. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Committee Appointments 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 4239) DOC ID: 4239  

 

 
Subject: SRMPA Appointment 
 

Background: Appointments for two-year staggered terms are made to the SRMPA Board of 
Directors in September of each year.  Each member city is allowed two representatives.  
Our current representative to this Board is Mayor Pickett and there is a position left vacant, 
by retiring City Manager Gary Broz.  The vacant position will be addressed in the following 
agenda item.  Mayor Pickett’s term expires this month. 
 
Fiscal Impact: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make an appointment to this Board. 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, APPOINTING A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE SAM RAYBURN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

WHEREAS, on October 31, 1979, the City of Liberty, Texas, enacted the concurrent 
ordinance, establishing Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency with the City of Jasper, 
Texas and the City of Livingston, Texas; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  said concurrent ordinance provides that each of the three (3) cities 
involved in the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency, each appoint Directors to serve 
with the Agency for a term of two (2) years. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

That      be appointed to serve as Director for the Agency for the City 
of Liberty, Texas, for a term of two (2) years, said term ending September, 2020. 
 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 11TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2018. 
 
 
   
 
              

         Carl Pickett 
         Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
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Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Committees/Boards 
   
   

 RESOLUTION (ID # 4240) DOC ID: 4240 A 

 

 
Subject:  SRMPA - Unexpired Term 
 

Background: Appointments for two-year staggered terms are made to the SRMPA Board of 
Directors in September of each year.  Each member city is allowed two representatives.  
There is a position left vacant on this Board, by the retirement of City Manager Gary Broz.  
This term ends September, 2019. 
 
Fiscal Impact: NA   
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make an appointment to fill the unexpired term. 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, APPOINTING A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE SAM RAYBURN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

WHEREAS, on October 31, 1979, the City of Liberty, Texas, enacted the concurrent 
ordinance, establishing Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency with the City of Jasper, 
Texas and the City of Livingston, Texas; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  said concurrent ordinance provides that each of the three (3) cities 
involved in the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency, each appoint Directors to serve 
with the Agency for a period of two (2) years; and 
 

WHEREAS, City of Liberty representative Gary Broz relinquished his position on the 
Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency Board of Directors, due to his retirement in 
June, 2018. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

That            be appointed to serve as Director for the Agency for the City of 
Liberty, Texas, for the duration of the unexpired term, said term ending September, 
2019. 
 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 11TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2018. 
 
 
   
 
              

         Carl Pickett 
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         Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
     

Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4241) DOC ID: 4241  

 

 
Subject: Library Board Appointments 
 
Background: The Liberty Municipal Library Board is a nine-member advisory board comprised 
of residents of the City of Liberty, appointed for two-year terms.  These members may serve 
three consecutive two-year terms. 
 
Board members whose terms expire in September, 2018 are Ellen English, Yvonne Lawrence, 
JoAnne Knepper, Mitzi Kline and Susan LaCour.  Joanne, Mitzi and Yvonne are eligible to serve 
another term and have all agreed to do so, if reappointed.  Susan LaCour has served three 
consecutive terms and is not eligible to serve.  Ellen English has asked not to be reappointed 
due to other obligations. 
 
Fiscal Impact: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the reappointment of  Yvonne Lawrence, JoAnne 
Knepper and Mitzi Kline.  Staff also recommends the appointment of June Damek and Stacy 
Sundgren to fill the two other open positions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Employee Insurance 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4242) DOC ID: 4242 A 

 

 
Subject: Employee Insurance 
 
Background: On August 31, 2018, proposals were received for providing employee health, 
dental and vision insurance. Proposals were received from our current provider, First Liberty 
National Bank and Hall & Associates. Each company provided several different plans with 
varied levels of benefits. A committee consisting of the Human Resource Manager, Finance 
Director and City Manager reviewed the plans submitted by each company. After reviewing the 
plans for each type of insurance and soliciting additional information from each of the 
companies, the Committee selected a plan that is considered beneficial to the employees and 
the City. The plans selected are provided by the United HealthCare for health insurance and 
Cigna for dental and vision insurance. The proposed health insurance plan, in comparison with 
the City’s current plan, includes lower deductibles, an increase in coinsurance benefits for in 
network coverage, a reduction in employee co-pay for office visits, hospital, out-patient 
coverage, urgent care and prescriptions.  The benefits for dental and vision insurance are the 
same as currently being provided.  The health plan selected by the committee was submitted by 
both companies with different premium amounts. The monthly premium submitted by Hall & 
Associates and First Liberty National Bank was $96,110.00 and 100,116.00, respectively. The 
annual premium difference between the two companies is $48,072.00. The monthly premium for 
dental insurance is $6,023.00 and for vision is $873.00. A copy of the selected plans and 
premium amounts is attached.  

 
Fiscal Impact: The annual cost of employee health, dental and vision care is $1,236,072.00. 
This is a reduction of $139,848.00 in the annual cost of employee insurance from the current 
year. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends awarding the contract for employee health, dental 
and vision insurance to Hall & Associates. 
 
 
. 
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Employee Benefits City of Liberty
October 1, 2018

Medical Insurance CURRENT FLNB HALL & ASSOC.
Insurance Company BC BS UHC UHC
Type of Plan PP0 PPO PPO
Plan Name MM17 AXKN/IU AXKN/IU

Ded In Network $1500/$4500 $1,000 X 2 $1,000 x 2
Ded Out of Network $3000/$9000 $5,000 X 2 $5,000 x 2

Coinsurance In Network 75%/25% 80%/20% 80%/20%
Coinsurance Out Network 50% 50% 50%

Max Out of Pocket-In $6500/$13200 $7,150 $7,150
Max Out of Pocket-Out $11000/$33000 $10,000 $10,000
Including Deductible

Telehealth Visit Co-pay $30 $0 $0
Office Visit Co-pay $30 $15 $15
Specialist Visit Co-pay $30 $50 / $100 $50  / $100
Preventive Services 100% 100% 100%
Hospital Co-pay Ded , 25% Ded, 20% Ded, 20%
Out Patient Co-pay Ded , 25% Ded, 20% Ded, 20%
Lab/X-Ray at OV office visit benefit Ded, 20% Ded, 20%
Complex Imaging Ded , 25% Ded, 20% Ded, 20%
Emergency Room Co-pay $100+25%/Ded+25% $300, 20% $300, 20%
Urgent Care Co-pay $55 $25 $25
Prescription Co-pay $20/$40/$60 $15/40/75 $15/40/75

PREMIUMS
Employee Only 40 688.86 641.94 616.26
Employee + Spouse 12 1628.08 1517.63 1456.92
Employee + Children 17 1181.46 1101.31 1057.25
Employee + Family 21 1915.91 1785.93 1714.49
Group Total 90 $107,410 $100,116 $96,110
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Employee Benefits City of Liberty
October 1, 2018
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Employee Benefits City of Liberty
October 1, 2018

Dental Insurance FLNB HALL & ASSOC Vision Insurance FLNB HALL & ASSOC.

Current 2017 Current
Insurance Company Principal Cigna Cigna Dearborn National Cigna Cigna

Annual Benefit Maximum $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 Benefit Frequence
Waiting Pedriod None None None 12 months Exams 12 months - Exams 12 months
Preventive Services 100% 100% 100% 12 months Lenses 12 months - Lenses 12 months
Basic Services 80% 80% 80% 24 months Frames 12 months - Frames 24 months
Major Services 50% 50% 50%
Deductible waived preventive Yes Yes Yes $10 exam co-pay $10 exam co-pay $10 exam co-pay
Endodontics and Periodontics Basic, 80% Basic, 80% Basic, 80% $10 lense co-pay $10 lense co-pay $10 lense co-pay

$150 Frame allow $150 Frame allowance $150 frame allowance
Children Orthodontia 100% 100% 100% $150 Contact allow $150 Contact allowance $150 Contact allowance
Lifetime Ortho Maximum $3,000 $3,000 $3,000

Network Principal PPO Cigna PPO Cigna PPO EyeMed Select Spectera VSP

Out of Network fee basis 90th% UCR 90th% UCR 90th% UCR

Premium
Employee Only 39 29.83 29.81 29.81 7.11 5.51 5.51

Employee + Spouse 12 59.30 59.26 59.26 13.51 10.47 10.47
Employee + Children 17 88.36 88.29 88.29 14.23 11.03 11.03
Employee + Family 22 124.83 124.74 124.74 20.91 16.21 16.21

Group Total 90 $6,123 6118.92 $6,023 $1,127 $873 $873
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Employee Benefits City of Liberty
October 1, 2018
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4243) DOC ID: 4243  

 

 

Subject:  CAD Agricultural Advisory Board Nomination 
 
Background: The CAD is requesting one (1) nomination from each taxing entity, from their 
respective County Precinct, to the Agricultural Advisory Board.  Members of this board may 
not be an officer or employee of the Appraisal District and must own land qualified for 
productivity value for at least five years.  Members serve two-year staggered terms, and will 
meet only once a year or at the call of the Chief Administrator.  This nomination must be 
submitted by September 21. 
 
Current members of this Board are:  Leroy Janacek, Frank Green, Neal Stoesser, Robert 
Chachere, and Fred Emory.  In September, 2017, there was open positions in Precinct 4 
and the County-wide position.  The Council's nomination was Mr. Neal Stoesser for the 
County-wide position.   
 
Fiscal Impact: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make a nomination to the Ag Board. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4244) DOC ID: 4244  

 

 
Subject: CAD Appraisal Review Board Nomination 
 
Background: The CAD is requesting a nomination from each taxing entity to the Appraisal 
Review Board.  To serve on this Board, individuals must be a resident of the Appraisal District 
for 2 years, and cannot be an officer or employee of the Appraisal District or any Taxing Entity.  
Members serve two-year staggered terms, meeting once a month and twice weekly during May 
and June.  Members are paid $150 per meeting.   If an individual is nominated, who is not 

currently on the ARB, that individual is responsible for filling out the CAD's application for 
appointment. This nomination must be submitted by September 21. 
 
Current Board Members are: Horace Green, Lester Wisegerber, Connie Campbell, Bernie 
Brown, Howard Brister, Walt Saucier, and Cordella Kirkham.The City's nomination to this Board 
in September, 2017 was Mike Page, for an at-large position.  In February, 2018, due to the 
resignation of an ARB Member, the Council nominated Herman Delco and Al Simonson.   
 
Mr. Brister has agreed to serve again, if nominated and appointed. 

 
Fiscal Impact: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make a nomination to the Appraisal Review Board. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4245) DOC ID: 4245  

 

 
Subject:  LCDC General Manager Appointment 
 
Background:  The General Manager shall be the Chief Administrative Officer of the Liberty 
Community Development Corporation (LCDC) and be in general charge of the properties and 
affairs of the Corporation.  The Bylaws state that the General Manager shall be an employee of 
the City.  In the past, the City Manager has served as General Manager of the Corporation. 
 

Fiscal Impact: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the appointment of City Manager, Tom Warner 
as the General Manager of the LCDC. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Financial Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4246) DOC ID: 4246  

 

 

Subject:  Signatory - City Financial Accounts 
 

Background: City Council approval is required to add individuals as signatories on City 
financial records. The Finance Director, Naomi Herrington, and City Secretary, Dianne 
Tidwell, currently serve as signatories on City financial accounts. The appointment of 
Tom Warner as the new City Manager requires City Council approval to include him as 
a signatory.  
 

Fiscal Impact: NA 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends adding the City Manager, Tom Warner, as 
signatory on all City financial records. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Golf Course 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4247) DOC ID: 4247  

 

 

Subject:  Golf Course Parking Lot 
 

Background: The parking lot at Liberty Municipal Golf Course needs repair and 
rehabilitation. The amount of work required to restore the parking lot to a good condition 
exceeds the capabilities of the City. In accordance with the Interlocal Agreement 
approved by City Council on October 24, 2017, Liberty County Precinct 1 
Commissioner, Bruce Karbowski, has agreed to provide County manpower and 
equipment to repair the parking lot. The County will be responsible for the cost to repair 
potholes and base failures prior to paving. Commissioner Karbowski has indicated that 
the County will retain the services of a contractor to asphalt overlay the parking lot. The 
City will be responsible for the cost of the asphalt overlay. State law requires the 
Commissioner’s Court give specific written approval before beginning a project to 
construct, approve or repair a building, road or other facility under an interlocal 
agreement. The Commissioner’s Court approved the project on August 28, 2018. 
 

Fiscal Impact: The estimated cost to rehabilitate the parking lot with an asphalt overlay 
is $30,000.00. The funds transferred from the Liberty Community Development 
Corporation to the Liberty Municipal Golf Course will be used to pay for the materials.   
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approving the contract with Liberty County 
Precinct 1 for rehabilitation to the Liberty Municipal Golf Course parking lot. 
 
 
. 

7.A.15

Packet Pg. 68



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Electric 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4249) DOC ID: 4249  

 

 

Subject:  Electric Department Emergency Operations Plan 
 

Background: The Electric Department Emergency Operation Plan establishes 
guidelines and principles of emergency management. The document provides City 
Management the steps necessary for the restoration of the electric system. The plan 
defines how mutual aid is requested, damage assessment and reporting activities for 
reimbursement from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
Additionally, the plan includes the coordination of responsibilities and activities between 
the City, Sam Rayburn Municipal Regional Power Agency and Entergy.   
 

Fiscal Impact: NA 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the Electric Department 
Emergency Operation Plan. 
 
 
. 
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Executive Summary

Issue: Currently the City does not have a detail operational plan to guide activities

required to restore electrical services in the event of an major emergency.

Document: Electric System Emergency Operations Plan

Purpose: To establish the operating structure necessary to obtain external resources,

define responsibilities of the City, SRMPA and Entergy Texas, as well as

guiding  personnel in the restoration of the electric system.

Objectives: * To provide a systematic process for the measures required to safely 

mitigate potential consequences before, during and after a disaster.

* To provide the tactical steps for establishing uniform readiness and

guidelines for prompt, standardized action.

* To establish a coordinated restoration effort within the City and with

external organizations.

Summary: This document establishes guidelines and principles of emergency 

management into a framework that provides City Management the steps

necessary for the restoration of the electric system.  The plan defines how

mutual aid is requested, damage assessment, and reporting activities for

reimbursement from FEMA.
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/11/18 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Wastewater Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4250) DOC ID: 4250  

 

 

Subject: Hazard Mitigation Grant - WW Treatment Plant 
 

Background: The Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) was under approximately ten 
(10) feet of water due to the heavy rainfall associated with Hurricane Harvey. The 
damages from the flooding caused the plant to be out of service for over twenty (20) 
days. The plant was not fully operational until February 2018. The damaged caused to 
the WWTP from Hurricane Harvey and the various floods from 2015 to date has caused 
over $2,500,000 in damages. Typically, after a major disaster, hazard mitigation grant 
program funds become available to mitigate future infrastructure damages. After 
Hurricane Harvey an application for a Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HGMP) Grant 
was submitted by the City for the WWTP Floodwall and Levee Project. The City was 
recently notified that a Grant for Phase I of this project was awarded to the City. The 
first phase includes design of the floodwall and levee protection, preparation of 
construction documents and revised cost estimation. The second phase of the project 
will include construction of the floodwall and levee. 
 

Fiscal Impact: The estimated cost of Phase I of the project is $310,000.00 with a 
Federal and City share of $232,500.00 (75%) and $77,500 (25%), respectively. The 
estimated total cost of the project is $5,100.000.00.  Funds are available from the 2016 
Certificates of Obligation. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
from the Texas Department of Emergency Management.  
 
 
. 
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