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The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor ProTem Diane Huddleston     

Council Member Dennis Beasley     

Council Member Libby Simonson     

Council Member David Arnold     

Council Member Chipper Smith     

Council Member Neal Thornton     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4498) 

City Manager's Report - City Mgr. T. Warner 

 City Manager's Report July 9 2019 (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4499) 

Department Reports 

 Department Reports (PDF) 

C. Information Item (ID # 4500) 
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Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

D. Information Item (ID # 4501) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, June 11, 2019 

2. Tuesday, June 25, 2019 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Public Hearing (ID # 4502) 

Public Hearing on the 2018 Drinking Water Quality Report. 

 2018 Drinking Water Quality Info (PDF) 

2. Council Action (ID # 4503) 

Consider the purchase of a 2019 Pierce Ladder Truck for the Liberty Fire Department. 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney - To seek advice regarding 
contemplated / pending litigation. 

 Discussion of the Humphreys Cultural Center. 

 Discussion of FEMA and Hurricane Ike related issues. 

 Discussion with city attorney regarding contemplated litigation. 

Gov. Code §551.072 - Deliberation Regarding Real Property - To discuss the purchase, 
exchange, lease or value of real property. 

 Discussion regarding real property. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action (ID # 4504) 

Consider and take action, if any, on the Humphreys Cultural Center as discussed in the 
Executive Session. 
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2. Council Action (ID # 4505) 

Consider and take action, if any, on FEMA and Hurricane Ike related issues as discussed in the 
Executive Session. 

3. Council Action (ID # 4510) 

Consider and take action regarding litigation related to a personnel issue. 

4. Council Action (ID # 4506) 

Consider and take action, if any, on the deliberation regarding real property as discussed in the 
Executive Session. 

VIII. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 4507) 

The Liberty City Council will conduct a Work Session regarding the Proposed Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2019-2020. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 5th day of July, 
2019 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 

 
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 

 
NOTICE 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 

 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2019.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4498) DOC ID: 4498  

 

 
Subject: City Manager Report - City Projects and Activities 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the City Manager the opportunity to update the Council 
and public on current and future City projects, activities and other items related to City business. 
 
 
. 
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Memo 
 

 

To: Mayor & City Council 

From: Tom Warner, City Manager  

Date: July 9, 2019 

Re: City Manager Report 

1. The July 3
rd

 Fireworks at the City Park went extremely well. The storms that came through 

the City earlier in the day had little impact on the festivities. City Staff did an excellent job in 

ensuring a very successful event.  

2. The next meeting of the Charter Review Commission is tentatively scheduled for noon on 

August 7, 2019. 

3. The contractor replacing the HVAC at City Hall, the Fire Department & Public Works has 

completed the HVAC installation at the Fire Station and has begun work at City Hall and 

Public Works. The lighting contractor as completed the improvements to the lighting system 

at the Fire & Police Departments and is continuing with work at Public Works and City Hall. 

Various areas of each building were without HVAC and lighting while the work is being 

performed. 

4. The contractor for the wastewater project is anticipated to be completed with the micro-

tunneling of the sewer line on Hwy 90 by June 27, 2019. The contractor is continuing to 

install the remaining manholes and refurbish the McGuire Lift Station. The sanitary and 

storm sewer line repairs on Texas Avenue and the Bypass and Beaumont Avenue Lift 

Stations is continuing. The $5.4 million contract is 50% complete with $2.7 million 

expended as of May 15, 2019.   

5. The property for the water well, tower pump station and ground storage tank has been 

acquired. The environmental assessment has been completed and the proposed layout for the 

site is currently being reviewed by the United States Corp of Engineers (USACE) to ensure 

that the adjacent wetlands are not impacted. The USACE is anticipated to be complete with 

their review by July 12
th
 at which time they will forward to the EPA for approval. The 

engineer for the project is continuing the design for the various elements. 

6. The contractor for the Hwy 146 Sewer Line Extension Project began preliminary work on 

June 20, 2019. The contractor has indicated that the project should be substantially complete 

by mid-July. 
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7. A preconstruction meeting was also held on the Holly Street Drainage and Waterline Project. 

The contractor for this project is also anticipated to begin construction the week of July 15, 

2019. 

8. The engineer for the Floodway and Levee Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant is 

currently 50% complete with the plans and specifications. This is a Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Project in which 75% is funded by FEMA through the Texas Department of Emergency 

Management (TDEM). Upon completion of the plans and specifications, TDEM will fund 

the construction phase of the project. 

9. The following is a status of the current Electric Projects: 

Estimated Spent to 

Project    Complete      Cost     Date 

a. Pine Place Subdivision       55%  $  46,953 $  25,626 

b. Featherstone Subdivision      58%  $105,920 $  61,776 

c. Whittington Subdivision      79%  $206,725 $163,193 

d. Live Front Transformer              2%  $323,456 $    5,687 

e. Beaumont #3 Lateral       71%  $182,325 $129.920 

f. UG Primary          4%  $250,000 $  10,434 

g. OH Transformer Platform       25%  $  91,450 $  22,991 

h. Regency Place          42%  $279,040 $115,903 

i. Travis Park         68%  $380,505 $258,529 

j. UG Street Lighting        45%  $155,000 $  69,746 

k. Beaumont #2 Laterals        27%  $414,254 $ 110,265 

l. Beaumont #4 Laterals        13%  $308,344 $   38,886 

m. Beaumont #5 Laterals          0%  $764,156 

n. Liberty #1 Laterals          0%  $345,881 

o. Liberty #3 Laterals          0%  $371,354 

p. Street Light Conversion        37% $  82,500 $  30,519 

Totals                $4,307,863        $1,053,475 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4499) DOC ID: 4499  

 

 
Subject:  Department Reports 
 

Background:  Attached are reports compiled by various City departments regarding facts 

about projects, situations and activities of the individual department.  These reports are 
submitted on a monthly basis. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4500) DOC ID: 4500  

 

 
Subject: SRMPA Report  
 
Background:  The Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency supplies the wholesale electrical 
energy needs of the member cities of Liberty, Jasper and Livingston.  Mayor Pickett is the 
President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency and desires to provide the Council and 
the public with updates on the Agency’s projects and activities. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4501) DOC ID: 4501  

 

 
Subject:  Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 
 
Background:  This agenda item relates to expressions of thanks, congratulations or 
condolence; information regarding holiday schedules; honorary recognitions of City officials, 
employees or other citizens; reminders about upcoming events organized or sponsored by the 
City or other entity, that is scheduled to be attended by City officials or employees, inquiry of 
staff regarding specific factual information or existing policies. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 7/2/2019 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on June 11, 2019 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:02 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

The Invocation was given by Rev. Edwin Hardy, St. John Missionary Baptist Church, Liberty, 
Texas. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Police Chief Gary Martin. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments. 
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V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4467) 

City Manager's Report - City Manager T. Warner 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on various projects and activities including, but not limited 
to: 

 First Meeting of the 2019 Charter Review Commission was held June 5 

 Contracted work on Main “A” complete 
 HVAC and lighting work on City facilities to begin week of June 24 

 Preconstruction meetings were recently held for the Hwy. 146 Sewer Line Extension 
Project and the Holly Street Drainage and Waterline Project 

 Status of current electric projects. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report June 2019 (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4468) 

Finance Report - Finance Director, N. Herrington 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A Finance Report was not given. 

C. Information Item (ID # 4469) 

Department Reports 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner brought the Council's attention to the new Code Enforcement 
Report. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Department Reports-May (PDF) 

D. Information Item (ID # 4470) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett, President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency, reported on the 
Agency's recent lawsuit with its former legal counsel, stating the lawsuit is no longer active. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 April 2019 Minutes (PDF) 

E. Information Item (ID # 4471) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Reported by various City employees were: 

 City Manager Tom Warner reported that the recent recycling event, held on June 1, 
was a success 

 Fire Chief Brian Hurst reported that the Department’s BBQ Fundraiser raised 
$3300.00 

 Mayor Pickett commented on the recent shooting incident involving Liberty County 
Sheriff Deputy Carl Whitten and asked for a moment of silence. 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes, subject to the correction of the attorney's title, in 
the Roll Call, from City Secretary to City Attorney, also approving the remaining Consent 
Agenda items. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

2. Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

B. Council Action 2019-41 

Consider ratifying the LCDC's action to expend funds, in the amount of $1,995.00, for the 
development of a logo for the Liberty Community Development Corporation. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Logo - e. Sullivan (PDF) 

C. Council Action 2019-42 

Consider ratifying the LCDC's action to expend funds, not to exceed $8,500.00, for the 
development of a stand-alone website for the Liberty Community Development Corporation. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 CivicPlus Proposal (PDF) 

D. Council Action 2019-43 

Consider ratifying the LCDC's action to expend funds, in the amount of $500, for membership to 
the Texas Economic Development Council (TEDC). 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 TEDC Information (PDF) 

E. Council Action 2019-44 

Consider ratifying the LCDC's action to approve a budget amendment to the Liberty Community 
Development Corporation Fiscal Year Budget ending September 30, 2019, in the amount of 
$4,155.68, to authorize the transfer of funds to the Liberty Municipal Airport to fund various 
expenditures. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Budget Amendment - Airport Signage (PDF) 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2019-45 

Mr. Ed Seymour to address the Council regarding the Greater East Texas Community Action 
Program (GETCAP), and take any action deemed necessary. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Ed Seymour addressed the Council regarding the necessity for electric utility bill assistance 
for various disadvantaged individuals, to include senior citizens.  After lengthy discussion, 
Council directed Management to gather additional information and place this topic on the June 
25 Council agenda for further discussion.  

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Resolution 2019-8 

Consider a Resolution approving the submittal of a grant application to the Texas General Land 
Office (GLO) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Hurricane Harvey Disaster 
Recovery. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This Resolution authorizes the submittal of a grant application to use for infrastructure projects 
in low to moderate income areas.  If awarded, these funds will be used to rehabilitate the 
sanitary sewer line from Beaumont Avenue at Texas Street, to south of Hwy. 90 on the east 

side of Shoppa’s Farm Supply.  Grant amount is $420,912, with a 10% match of $42,091.20. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

3. Resolution (ID # 4479) 
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First reading of a Resolution approving a budget amendment to the Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget ending September 30, 2019, in the 
amount of $50,589.60, to fund a portion of the salaries and benefits of those employees working 
on behalf of the LCDC. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the first, of two readings, of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment to transfer funds from LCDC, to the 
City's General Fund, to subsidize a portion of the salary and benefits of the two City employees 
that assist with economic development.  The transfer of funds will contribute 60%, and 20% 
respectively, for the Assistant City Manager and the Administrative Secretary.  The Resolution 
was read in its entirety. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Budget Amendment Personnel Info (PDF) 

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD ON FIRST READING 

4. Resolution (ID # 4480) 

First reading of a Resolution approving a budget amendment to the Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget ending September 30, 2019, in the 
amount of $20,500.00 for advertising and membership fees to economic development related 
organizations. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the first, of two readings, of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment approving the appropriation of funds 
for advertising and membership and dues in economic development organizations, in the 
amount of $20,500.  The Resolution was read in its entirety. 

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD ON FIRST READING 

5. Resolution (ID # 4481) 

First reading of a Resolution approving a budget amendment to the Liberty Community 
Development corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget ending September 30, 2019, in the 
amount of $35,887.00, to increase the transfer to the Golf Course to fund various expenditures. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the first, of two readings, of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment approving the appropriation of funds 
for various, necessary repairs and purchases at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course, in the 
amount of $35,887. The Resolution was read in its entirety. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Budget Amendment-Signage (PDF) 

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD ON FIRST READING 

6. Ordinance 2019-16 
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CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 
FOR ALL RATES AND FEES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY; PROVIDING FOR 
RANGE BALL, RANGE CLUB AND TOURNAMENT FEES RELATED TO THE LIBERTY 
MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE; PROVIDING THAT ALL RATES OR SCHEDULES OF RATES 
CONFLICTING HEREWITH ARE AMENDED; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows" 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE FOR ALL 
RATES AND FEES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY; PROVIDING FOR RANGE 
BALL, RANGE CLUB AND TOURNAMENT FEES RELATED TO THE LIBERTY 
MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE; PROVIDING THAT ALL RATES OR SCHEDULES OF 
RATES CONFLICTING HEREWITH ARE AMENDED; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 
 
This Ordinance addresses additional fees charged at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course, 
fees for swimming pool permits, residential re-roofs and an increase in the fee for residential 
lawn sprinklers.  The Ordinance also addresses that residential building permits will be 
based on the square footage of the dwelling, as HB 852 prohibits municipalities from 
charging for residential building permits based on the value of the dwelling. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 MASTER FEE SCHEDULE- Exhibit A (5) (DOCX) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

7. Ordinance 2019-17 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY 
CREATING DIVISION 7 IN CHAPTER 10.02 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
REGULATING WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES AND REQUIRING A 
PERMIT FOR SAME; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
BY CREATING DIVISION 7 IN CHAPTER 10.02 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
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Regular Meeting Minutes June 11, 2019 

City Council Page 7 Printed 7/2/2019 

REGULATING WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES AND REQUIRING A 
PERMIT FOR SAME; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH 
THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 
 
This Ordinance will allow the City to provide local standards and procedures which will 
regulate telecommunication facilities not in the public right-of-way. The City currently does 
not have any regulations to protect the safety and welfare of the citizens regarding this 
issue. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as presented. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

B. Executive Session 

Government Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney. To seek advice regarding 
contemplated / pending litigation. 

 Discussion of the Humphreys Cultural Center. 

 Discussion of the Liberty Municipal Airport. 

 Discussion of the cities of Hardin and Ames wastewater issues. 
Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters.  To deliberate the appointment, employment, 
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee. 
Gov. Code §551.072 - Deliberation Regarding Real Property. 

 Discussion regarding a possible real estate transaction 
 
At 7:26 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 8:45 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

1. Council Action 2019-46 

Consider and take action, if any, on contemplated/pending litigation regarding the Humphreys 
Cultural Center, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Council Action 2019-49 

Consider and take action, if any, on contemplated/pending litigation regarding the  Liberty 
Municipal Airport, as discussed in the Executive Session. 
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Regular Meeting Minutes June 11, 2019 

City Council Page 8 Printed 7/2/2019 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to approve the settlement agreement related to the lawsuit with Chet 
Tims, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Chipper Smith, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

3. Council Action 2019-47 

Consider and take action, if any, on contemplated/pending litigation regarding the cities of 
Hardin and Ames wastewater issues, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

4. Council Action 2019-48 

Consider and take action, if any, on personnel matters, as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

5. Council Action 2019-50 

Consider and take action, if any, regarding a real estate offer for tax trust property. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Brandon Davis reported that the subject property has been auctioned at the 
Courthouse with no results.  The demolition of the property cost $41,895 and the Liberty 
County CAD appraisal value is $69,000.  A motion was made to accept the offer of $41,895, 
from Dr. Cody Abshier, for the .4837 acres, previously known as the Leonard Apartments. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:51 p.m. 

. 

 

 

 

6.A.1

Packet Pg. 31

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

n
 1

1,
 2

01
9 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

p
ro

va
l)



Regular Meeting Minutes June 11, 2019 
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       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, June 25, 2019 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 7/2/2019 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on June 25, 2019 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Absent  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

April Gilliland Adm. Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

An Invocation was not given. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

This agenda item was passed on. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

 
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments. 
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Special Called Meeting Minutes June 25, 2019 

City Council Page 2 Printed 7/2/2019 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 4489) 

City Manager's Report - City Manager T. Warner 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on the following: 

 Various city-related bills resulting from the 86
th
 Legislative Session, including S.B. 2 

(property tax increases), H.B. 347 (unilateral annexations), and H.B. 2439 (building 
code products or materials). 

 Sales tax collections for the City have increased by approximately 4% for the first 
two quarters of 2019. 

 Charter Review Commission is scheduled to meet August 7. 

 HVAC and Lighting Project is scheduled to begin the week of June 24. 

 Reported on various wastewater and sewer line projects. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report June 25 2019 (DOCX) 

2. Information Item (ID # 4490) 

Finance Report - May, 2019 - Asst. City Manager N. Herrington 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager/Finance Director Naomi Herrington reviewed the various City funds and 
the status of each. 

3. Information Item (ID # 4491) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Reported by various City employees were: 

 Asst. City Manager Chris Jarmon reported that on June 27, the Summer Reading 
Program entertainment for the Library will be Space Center Houston. 

 City Manager Tom Warner reported on the July 3 Fireworks Celebration, Burgers in the 
Park for employees will be rescheduled to July, and a Softball Game is planned for 
October, between the Police and Fire Departments. 

 Fire Chief Brian Hurst reported that the Department will hold a BBQ Fundraiser on July 
13, at Brookshires. 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Ordinance 2019-18 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 
APPROVING THE RATES PROPOSED BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., 
d/b/a CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS 
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Special Called Meeting Minutes June 25, 2019 

City Council Page 3 Printed 7/2/2019 

(“CENTERPOINT” OR “COMPANY”) COMPANY’S GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAM (“GRIP”) FILING MADE WITH THE CITY ON MARCH 28, 2019; FINDING THAT 
THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS 
AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT, DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS APPROVING THE RATES PROPOSED 
BY CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., d/b/a CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX 
AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS (“CENTERPOINT” OR “COMPANY”) 
COMPANY’S GAS RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (“GRIP”) FILING MADE 
WITH THE CITY ON MARCH 28, 2019; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE 
OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT, DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 
 
City Manager Tom Warner reported on the City's previous action, on April 9, to suspend the 
proposed CenterPoint rate increase for 45 days to allow additional time for review by the Lawton 

Law Firm.  The Lawton Law Firm has completed their review and it has been determined 
that CenterPoint's filing meets the requirements of the GRIP (rate adjustment) statute. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 CenterPoint-2019 GRIP East Texas Letter re Approval Ord (2019.06.10) (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith 

ABSENT: Neal Thornton 

2. Resolution 2019-9 

Consider and take action on the second, and final, reading of a Resolution approving a budget 
amendment to the Liberty Community Development Corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget 
ending September 30, 2019, in the amount of $50,589.60, to fund a portion of the salaries and 
benefits of those employees working on behalf of the LCDC. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the second and final reading of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment to transfer funds from LCDC, to the 
City's General Fund, to subsidize a portion of the salary and benefits of the two City employees 
that assist with economic development.  The transfer of funds will contribute 60%, and 20% 
respectively, for the Assistant City Manager and the Administrative Secretary.  The Resolution 
was read in its entirety. 
 

A motion was made to approve the Resolution. 
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Special Called Meeting Minutes June 25, 2019 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 LCDC Budget (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith 

ABSENT: Neal Thornton 

3. Resolution 2019-10 

Consider and take action on the second, and final, reading of a Resolution approving a budget 
amendment to the Liberty Community Development Corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget 
ending September 30, 2019, in the amount of $20,500.00 for advertising and membership fees 
to economic development related organizations. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the second and final reading of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment approving the appropriation of funds 
for advertising and membership and dues in economic development organizations, in the 
amount of $20,500.  The Resolution was read in its entirety. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Resolution. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith 

ABSENT: Neal Thornton 

4. Resolution 2019-11 

Consider and take action on the second, and final, reading of a Resolution approving a budget 
amendment to the Liberty Community Development Corporation (LCDC) Fiscal Year Budget 
ending September 30, 2019, in the amount of $35,887.00, to increase the transfer to the Liberty 
Municipal Golf Course to fund various expenditures. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

This was the second and final reading of a Resolution authorizing a Liberty Community 
Development Corporation (LCDC) Budget Amendment approving the appropriation of funds 
for various necessary repairs and purchases at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course, in the 
amount of $35,887. The Resolution was read in its entirety. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Resolution. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith 

ABSENT: Neal Thornton 

5. Council Action 2019-51 

Consider approval of award of contract for emergency repairs to the sanitary sewer line on 
Bowie Street between Cos and Martin Luther King Drive. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on the need for emergency repairs to the sanitary sewer 
line on Bowie Street, between Cos and MLK Drive.  Bids were solicited, with three bids 
received.  Two of the bids were "no bids" and the third was submitted by Texas Pride Utilities in 
the amount of $183,319.00. 
 

After brief discussion, a motion was made to award the contract for the emergency repairs 
on Bowie Street, between Cos and MLK Drive, to Texas Pride. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Arnold, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith 

ABSENT: Neal Thornton 

VII. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 4497) 

Discussion regarding electric utility payment assistance. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Lengthy discussion was held regarding the City's previous electric utility bill assistance program, 
the Greater East Texas Community Action Program (GETCAP).  This program no longer 
accepts the City's terms of the agreement, as have been accepted in many previous years. 
Further discussion included examples of different programs used by other cities and contacting 
U.S. Congressman Brian Babin to seek assistance from his office with GETCAP. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 GETCAP Memo to Council June  2019_ (DOCX) 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:32 p.m. 
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. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

6.A.2

Packet Pg. 38

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

n
 2

5,
 2

01
9 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

p
ro

va
l)



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 4502) DOC ID: 4502  

 

 
Department: Public Works      
 
Subject: 2018 Drinking Water Quality Report (CCR) 
 
Background:  The CCR Report is an annual water quality report that the Safe Drinking Water 
Act requires a community water system to provide to its customers. This report summarizes 
information that the City's water system already collects to comply with Federal and State 
regulations.  Included is information about the source of water used, regulated contaminants 
found in drinking water, violations, compliance with drinking water rules and numerous other 
information. This year, as with preceding years, the City’s water system meets or exceeds all 
Federal (EPA) drinking water requirements.  
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Vehicles 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4503) DOC ID: 4503 B 

 

 

Department: Fire 
 

Subject: Purchase of a 2019 Pierce Ladder Truck  
 

Background: The City of Liberty Fire Department contacted fire truck manufacturers as 
part of the budget process to obtain cost estimates on a ladder truck. The Daco Fire 
Equipment Company and Siddons-Martin Emergency Group responded with quotes to 
purchase a 2016 Rosenbauer and a 2019 Pierce Ladder Truck, respectively. The 2016 
Rosenbauer truck has been used as a demonstrator model and has approximately 
24,000 miles on the odometer. The differences between the two units are as follows: 
Rosenbauer - 78-foot galvanized ladder, Pierce - 75-foot aluminum ladder; Rosenbauer 
- foam system, Pierce - no foam system; Rosenbauer - no identification lettering, Pierce 
- identification lettering; Rosenbauer truck availability - immediately, Pierce truck 
availability - 7 to 8 months. The cost of the Daco Ladder Truck is $682,000 and the 
Pierce Ladder Truck cost is $683,629.56. Additionally, Siddons-Martin will reduce the 
cost of their unit by $20,000 if the City pays in advance.  Both vehicles may be 
purchased through the HGAC Purchasing Cooperative. The HGAC Administration Fee 
is included in both quotes. This truck would replace Unit 24 which is a 2001 pumper 
truck.    
 

Funding Source: Cambridge    
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends City Council approve the purchase of a 
2017 Pierce Ladder Truck with Cambridge Funds. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4504) DOC ID: 4504  

 

 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
  
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4505) DOC ID: 4505  

 

 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4510) DOC ID: 4510  

 

 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 4506) DOC ID: 4506  

 

 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 07/09/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Budget 
   
   

 WORK SESSION (ID # 4507) DOC ID: 4507  

 

 
Subject:  Budget Work Session 

 
Background:  The Budget Work Sessions provide an overview of the City's expenditures, 
revenues and other factors that drive operational and budgetary needs.  These work 
sessions provide Council and Staff an opportunity to analyze these issues together and 
contribute to any necessary changes.  
 
 
. 
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