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The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor ProTem Diane Huddleston     

Council Member Dennis Beasley     

Council Member Libby Simonson     

Council Member David Arnold     

Council Member Chipper Smith     

Council Member Neal Thornton     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4557) 

City Manager's Report - City Mgr. T. Warner 

 City Manager's Report (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4558) 

Finance Report - Asst. City Mgr/CFO N. Herrington 

C. Information Item (ID # 4559) 

Department Reports 



Regular Meeting Agenda September 10, 2019 

City Council Page 2 Printed 9/18/2019 

 Dept. Reports (PDF) 

D. Information Item (ID # 4575) 

Recycling Report - Asst. City Manager C. Jarmon 

E. Information Item (ID # 4560) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

F. Information Item (ID # 4561) 

Mayor, Council & Staff Comments 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, August 13, 2019 

2. Tuesday, August 27, 2019 

B. Council Action 2019-74 

Consider acceptance of the 2020 TxDOT Routine Airport Maintenance Program (RAMP) Grant 
Agreement. 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Public Hearing (ID # 4562) 

City Council will hold a Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 19/20. 

2. Ordinance 2019-21 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 
1, 2019 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2020; PROVIDING THAT EXPENDITURES FOR 
SAID FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SAID BUDGET; 
APPROPRIATING NECESSARY FUNDS FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
AND OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS, PROJECTS AND ACCOUNTS; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

3. Council Action 2019-75 

Consider ratification of the property tax revenue increase reflected in the Fiscal Year 19/20 
Budget. 
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4. Information Item (ID # 4565) 

City Council will hold a Public Hearing on the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 19/20. 

5. Resolution 2019-12 

Consider a Resolution appointing a representative to the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power 
Agency Board of Directors. 

6. Council Action 2019-76 

Consider appointments to the Liberty Municipal Library Board. 

7. Council Action 2019-80 

Consider a nomination(s) to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District Appraisal Review 
Board. 

 ARB Information (PDF) 

8. Council Action 2019-81 

Consider a nomination to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District Agricultural Advisory 
Board. 

 Ag Board Info (PDF) 

9. Council Action 2019-82 

Consider a nomination to the Liberty County Central Appraisal District Board of Directors. 

 CAD Board of Directors Info (PDF) 

10. Council Action 2019-83 

Consider award of bid and increasing the funding for a new City Hall generator. 

11. Council Action 2019-84 

Consider approval of Change Order No. 1 for the Holly Street Drainage and Water Improvement 
Project. 

12. Information Item (ID # 4578) 

Discussion led by the City Attorney regarding new public information act laws in effect (S.B. 
944). 

13. Council Action 2019-85 

Consider designating a mailing address and email address for public information act requests. 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney.  To seek advice regarding 
contemplated/pending litigation. 

 Humphreys Cultural Center 

Gov. Code §551.072 - Deliberation Regarding Real Property. 

 To deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property. 



Regular Meeting Agenda September 10, 2019 

City Council Page 4 Printed 9/18/2019 

 To deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property - Tax Property 
Sale. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2019-77 

Consider and take action, if any, on contemplated/pending litigation with the Humphreys 
Cultural Center as discussed in the Executive Session. 

2. Council Action 2019-78 

Consider and take action, if any, on the deliberation regarding real property as discussed in the 
Executive Session. 

3. Council Action 2019-79 

Consider and take action, if any, on the deliberation regarding tax sale property as discussed in 
the Executive Session. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 6th day of 
September, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the 

scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

 
NOTICE 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 

 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2019.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4557) DOC ID: 4557  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject: City Manager Report - City Projects and Activities 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the City Manager the opportunity to update the Council 
and public on current and future City projects, activities and other items related to City business. 
 
 

. 
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Memo 
 

 

To: Mayor & City Council 

From: Tom Warner, City Manager  

Date: September 10, 2019 

Re: City Manager Report 

1. With completion of the City Hall HVAC and Lighting Projects, the next project for City Hall 

is the Interior Repairs and Improvements. This work will include drywall repairs, painting, 

new flooring in the Administration Hallway and Liberty Center, new cabinets and acoustical 

wall panel repair. The pre-bid meeting and bid opening are scheduled for September 9
th
, and 

19
th
, 2019, respectively.  

2. The contractor on the Hwy 146 Sanitary Sewer Line Extension Project has completed the 

installation of the manholes and sanitary sewer line.  The remaining work to be completed 

will include completion of the punch list items, grading and cleaning up the work site.  

3. The preconstruction meeting for the Main “B” Levee Repair Project was held on September 

6, 2019. The contactor was provided the Notice to Proceed and has 125 days to be 

substantially complete with the project.  

4. The installation of the new signs for the Golf Course, Canfield and Magnolia Parks and the 

Airport was rescheduled for the week of September 9, 2019.  

5. The Golf Course Restaurant Lease agreement was executed by both parties on September 5, 

2019. Distinct Cantinas Inc. can now begin the process of obtaining their liquor license.  

6. The fall “Shred It” event is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to Noon (or when the truck is full) on 

October 5, 2019. The event will take place in the City Hall parking lot. 

7. The City was contacted by the EPA to gauge our interest in a workshop to help communities 

identify opportunities to improve their resilience to future floods through policy and 

regulatory tools. These tools include comprehensive plans, Hazard Mitigation Plans, local 

land use codes and regulations and non-regulatory programs implemented at the local level. 

The City of Dayton and WCID # 5 will also have an opportunity to participate in the 

workshop. Additional information on the workshop will be provided as it becomes available. 

8. The Holly Street Drainage and Water Improvement Project is approximately 13% complete 

as of July 31, 2019. The monthly estimate for August has not been received by the City.  
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9. The contractor for the sanitary sewer repairs on Bowie between Grand and ML King has 

installed the bypass pumping and is continuing to install/repair manholes prior to slip lining 

the sanitary sewer line.     

10. The following is a status of the current Electric Projects: 

Estimated Spent to 

Project    Complete      Cost     Date 

a. Pine Place Subdivision       55%  $  46,953 $  25,626 

b. Featherstone Subdivision      58%  $105,920 $  61,776 

c. Whittington Subdivision      79%  $206,725 $163,193 

d. Live Front Transformer            16%  $323,456 $  50,967 

e. Beaumont #3 Lateral       76%  $182,325 $138,614 

f. UG Primary          4%  $250,000 $  10,434 

g. OH Transformer Platform      25%  $  91,450 $  22,991 

h. Regency Place         42%  $279,040 $115,903 

i. Travis Park        68%  $380,505 $258,529 

j. UG Street Lighting       69%  $155,000 $107,614 

k. Beaumont #2 Laterals       34%  $414,254 $140,727 

l. Beaumont #4 Laterals       34%  $308,344 $104,722 

m. Beaumont #5 Laterals          2%  $764,156           $  18,482 

n. Liberty #1 Laterals          0%  $345,881 

o. Liberty #3 Laterals          0%  $371,354 

p. Street Light Conversion       61%  $  82,500 $  50,107 

Totals                $4,307,863        $1,269,685 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4558) DOC ID: 4558  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Finance Report 

 
Background:  This agenda item affords the Asst. City Mgr./CFO an opportunity to report on 
the financial activities and position of the City, to include revenues, liabilities, assets, and 
other financial information. 
 
 
. 
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 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4559) DOC ID: 4559  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Department Reports 
 

Background:  Attached are reports compiled by various City departments regarding facts 
about projects, situations and activities of the individual department.  These reports are 
submitted on a monthly basis. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4575) DOC ID: 4575  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Recycling Report 

 
Background:  This agenda item affords Asst. City Manager Jarmon the opportunity to 
report on upcoming recycling events or to report on the success of a previously held event. 
 
The next recycling event is scheduled for Saturday, October 5, 9 a.m. - Noon, or until the 
truck is full. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4560) DOC ID: 4560 A 

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject: SRMPA Report  
 
Background:  The Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency supplies the wholesale electrical 
energy needs of the member cities of Liberty, Jasper and Livingston.  Mayor Pickett is the 
President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency and desires to provide the Council and 
the public with updates on the Agency’s projects and activities. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4561) DOC ID: 4561  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Mayor, Council and Staff Comments  
 
Background:  This agenda item relates to expressions of thanks, congratulations or 
condolence; information regarding holiday schedules; honorary recognitions of City officials, 
employees or other citizens; reminders about upcoming events organized or sponsored by the 
City or other entity, that is scheduled to be attended by City officials or employees, inquiry of 
staff regarding specific factual information or existing policies. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 9/12/2019 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on August 13, 2019 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:01 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

An Invocation was not given. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American and Texas flags was led by members of Boy Scout 
Troop 56, Liberty. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mr. Ed Seymour addressed the Council reporting on a theft in his neighborhood and expressed 
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appreciation for a quick response and outstanding job by the Liberty Police Department. 
 

Mr. Don Dovey, addressed the Council regarding employee golf privileges at the Liberty 
Municipal Golf Course. 
 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4519) 

City Manager's Report - City Manager T. Warner 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on the following: 

 Success of the recent National Night Out event sponsored by the Liberty Police 
Department 

 Charter Review Commission review completed 

 First payment from Moss Bluff HUB, LLC of $534,000, as a result of the Industrial 
District Agreement 

 Improvements at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course 

 New hotel plans submitted 

 HVAC and Lighting Project 

 Floodway and Levee Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 Status of current electric projects. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report August 13 2019 (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4520) 

Finance Report - Asst. City Mgr./CFO N. Herrington 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager/CFO Naomi Herrington reported on the City's financials as of June 30, 
2019.  Ms. Herrington reviewed the various funds and status of each, stating that revenues 
are above budgeted amounts for this time of year and that the General Fund cash in bank is 
$2 million. 

C. Information Item (ID # 4521) 

Department Reports 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Police Chief Gary Martin further detailed the activities of National Night Out and the success 
of this event. 
 
City Manager Tom Warner commented on the new format for the Public Works Department 
Monthly Report. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Department Reports (PDF) 
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D. Information Item (ID # 4522) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett reported that the next meeting of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency 
would be held August 20.  Mayor Pickett stated that the Cambridge Project had a profitable 
three months and that the three member cities of Liberty, Livingston and Jasper had 
received a distribution of the revenue. 

E. Information Item (ID # 4523) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reminded Council of the upcoming Budget Meetings. 
 
Fire Chief Brian Hurst reported on the BBQ Fundraiser, which made a profit of $3200 for the 
Hajovsky Scholarship Fund at Liberty High School. 

VI. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 4534) 

Discussion of Solid Waste Collection Options for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Bill Killion, Frontier Waste, presented a PowerPoint of the various options for automated 
solid waste collection services.  Mr. Killion reviewed the four options as follows: 
 
Option 1. Twice a week automated - Increase 8.91% year one, + 1% years 2-7  
Option 2. Twice a week automated - Increase 5.28% year 1-2, + 3% years 3-7  
Option 3. Twice a week hand - Increase 3.79% immediately, +2 to 3.7% year 2        
Eliminate Pilot Program        
Option 4. Once a week automated - Decrease 6.6% year one, + 2% years 2-7 
 
Mr. Killian stated that all options include the existing once per week trash, bulk and every other 
week brush collection would not change. Lengthy discussion was held regarding the previous 
pilot program for automated collection, second cart fee, educating the citizens on the new 
program and other related issues.  

VII. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, July 09, 2019 

2. Wednesday, July 10, 2019 

VIII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Information Item (ID # 4524) 

Presentation, and discussion, of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Budget. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reviewed the proposed FY 19/20 Budget distributed to City Council. 
Budget changes addressed involved property tax revenue increase, addition of a second court 
clerk and three part-time paramedics, decrease in workers' compensation claims, mutual aid 
calls and revenue, water and wastewater rate increases and funds from Moss Bluff HUB, LLC 
as a result of the Industrial District Agreement. 

2. Council Action 2019-65 

Consider setting the date, time and location for a Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to set the public hearing on the proposed FY 19/20 Budget for 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 6:00 p.m., Liberty City Council Chambers. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

3. Council Action 2019-66 

Consider approval of the  Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported the proposed ad valorem tax rate remains the same, as 
the previous fiscal year, at $0.5851 per $100 valuation.  There will be no increase in the tax 
rate. 
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A motion was made to approve the proposed ad valorem tax rate of $0.5851. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

4. Council Action 2019-67 

Consider setting the date, time and location for Public Hearings on the Proposed Tax Rate for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to set the public hearings on the proposed FY 19/20 Tax Rate as 
follows: 
 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019, 6:00 p.m., Liberty City Council Chambers. 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 6:00 p.m., Liberty City Council Chambers. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

5. Council Action 2019-68 

Consider award of proposal for Employee Health and Life Insurance. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported that the City received two proposals for Employee 
Health and four quotes for Life Insurance. Proposals were received from Mr. Jim Hall for 
United Healthcare and Mr. Milton Fregia for BCBS/Humana.  Mr. Warner reported that the 
proposal received from United Healthcare was similar to the City's existing United 
Healthcare policy. Mr. Jim Hall, Insurance Broker, was present to review the United 
Healthcare EPO Plan, and its benefits.  The City will save approximately $173,000 on 
overall costs with these plans.  Lengthy discussion ensued regarding the various parts of 
the plan, life insurance, and other related topics. 
 
A motion was made to award the proposal for Employee Health and Life Insurance to 
United Healthcare and Mutual of Omaha, respectively. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

6. Council Action 2019-69 

Consider approval of an Agreement for Transportation Services between the Brazos Transit 
District and the City of Liberty. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on an agreement with Brazos Transit District (BTD), 
which provides essential transportation services to the citizens. Mr. Warner stated that 
Brazos Transit has been serving the City of Liberty at the same annual contract rate of 
$5,250.00 for many years. In 2020, the contract will be for a 5-year term at an increased 
rate of $5,512.50. 
  
A motion was made to approve the agreement with the Brazos Transit District. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Brazos Transit Agreement (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

7. Council Action 2019-70 

Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development Corporation (LCDC) action approving 
amendments to the LCDC Bylaws. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager Chris Jarmon reported on the Liberty Community Development 
Corporation's (LCDC) June, 2019 work session to review and discuss changes to their Bylaws. 

On July 16, 2019, the LCDC approved amending those Bylaws.  Mr Jarmon reviewed the 
changes for Council. 
 
A motion was made to ratify the LCDC's action approving amendments to the Corporation 
Bylaws. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 LCDC Bylaws Amendment-Exhibit A (DOCX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

8. Council Action 2019-71 

Consider approval of a bid for Tax Resale Property described as 0.1837 acres, Garrett, Block 6 
Lot 3 12 (Garrett Street). 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Brandon Davis requested that this agenda item be passed, as the County 
rejected the offer for the property. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Tax Resale Property-Garrett St (PDF) 
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RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

9. Council Action 2019-72 

Consider approval of the Liberty Municipal Library Long-Range Plan. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported that a Public Library is required to have a long-range plan 
(Tx. Adm. Code)  that is approved by the Library's governing body.  This plan is to be reviewed 
and updated every five years and must include a collection development component and a 
technology component. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Liberty Municipal Library's Long-Range Plan, as 
presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Library Long Range Plan-Exhibit A (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

10. Council Action 2019-73 

Consider award of bid for Main "B" Levee Repairs. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner conveyed to Council that two bids were received to make 
necessary repairs to the Main "B" Levee, from Bowie Street to approximately 450 feet west, 
due to slope during Hurricane Harvey and outfall pipe failures.  Discussion was held 
regarding the bids received from TLC Trucking & Contracting, Inc ($754,814.20). and Rebel 
Contractors ($833,520.00), and if no additional FEMA funds are received, the estimated 
cost of $767,574.00 is to be paid from the Cambridge Fund.   
 
A motion was made to award the bid for Main "B" Levee Repairs to TLC Trucking & 
Contracting, Inc., to be paid with Cambridge Funds. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Bid Tab-Levee Repairs (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

11. Ordinance 2019-19 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY 
CREATING DIVISION 3 IN CHAPTER 4.05 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, REGULATING 
AUTOMOBILE WRECKING, SALVAGE AND STORAGE YARDS WITHIN THE CITY AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
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SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY CREATING DIVISION 3 
IN CHAPTER 4.05 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, REGULATING AUTOMOBILE 
WRECKING, SALVAGE AND STORAGE YARDS WITHIN THE CITY AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS." 
 
City Attorney Brandon Davis stated that the City currently regulates junk yard and junk 
dealers, but has no regulations for automobile wrecking, salvage and storage yards.  This 
Ordinance provides standards and procedures for the operation and maintenance of these 
facilities.  Discussion included changing the effective date for compliance with these 
regulations from one year to 180 days, and the addition of the penalty clause unintentionally 
omitted. 

 

A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance with the change from one year to 180 days and 
the inclusion of a penalty clause. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Chipper Smith, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney.  To seek advice regarding 
contemplated litigation. 

 Accident at the Humphreys Cultural Center. 
Gov. Code §551.087 - Deliberation Regarding Economic Development / Real Estate 
Negotiations. 
Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters.  To deliberate the appointment, employment, 
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee. 
 

At 8:01 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 9:23 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open meeting. 

1. Council Action 2019-62 

Consider and take action, if any, on contemplated litigation, as discussed in the Executive 
Session. 

 

6.A.1

Packet Pg. 41

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

u
g

 1
3,

 2
01

9 
6:

00
 P

M
  (

M
in

u
te

s 
A

p
p

ro
va

l)



Regular Meeting Minutes August 13, 2019 

City Council Page 9 Printed 9/12/2019 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Council Action 2019-63 

Consider and take action, if any, on economic development / real estate negotiations, as 
discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

3. Council Action 2019-64 

Consider and take action, if any, on personnel matters as discussed in the Executive Session. 

 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
9:28 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 9/12/2019 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on August 27, 2019 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:01 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

April Gilliland Adm. Asst. Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 4556) 

City Manager's Report - City Mgr. T. Warner 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on the following: 
 

 Numerous Texas cities hacked by ransomware-need to update secutiy system to various 
facilities 

 HVAC replacement at City Hall, Fire Department and Public Works facility 
 Lighting replacement at the Fire, Police and Public Works Department and City Hall 
 City Hall Interior repairs and improvements, bid opening scheduled for Sept. 19 
 Floodway and Levee Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 New signage at the Golf Course, Canfield and Magnolia Parks, and Airport. 
 
Mr. Warner also fielded questions from the Council. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report (DOCX) 

 Exhibit - City Manager's Rpt. (PDF) 

2. Information Item (ID # 4546) 

Finance Report 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager/CFO Naomi Herrington reported on the City's financials ending July31, 
2019.  Ms. Herrington reviewed the various funds and the status of each. 

3. Information Item (ID # 4547) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There were no comments. 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Public Hearing (ID # 4548) 

City Council to conduct a Public Hearing on the Proposed Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

At 6:22 p.m., Mayor Pickett opened the first of two public hearings on the proposed tax rate.  
Asst. City Mgr./CFO reported that the City is proposing to stay at the same rate as the 
previous fiscal year, of $0.5851 per $100 valuation.  Therefore, there will be no increase in 
the tax rate.  After brief discussion, Mayor Pickett closed the public hearing at 6:25 p.m. 

2. Work Session (ID # 4549) 

City Council to conduct a Work Session on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A breif work session was held in regard to the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 19/20.  
Discussed were the various options for solid waste collection, estimated revenue of 
$400,000 in the budget from Moss Bluff, HUB and providing a balanced budget. 

3. Council Action 2019-57 

Consider ratifying the Liberty Community Development Corporation's (LCDC) action to approve 
an agreement with Zoom Prospector for property and site selection services on the LCDC 
website. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager Jarmon reported on an agreement with Zoom Prospector for GIS-based site 
and property selection services.  If approved, photos and data will  be embedded within the 
Liberty Community Development Corporation (LCDC) website to assist with marketing and 
advertising of properties.  The goal is to work with local brokers and realtors to develop a 
database of sites and buildings available in the City of Liberty. 

 
A motion was made to ratify the LCDC's action to approve the agreement with Zoom 
Prospector. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

4. Ordinance 2019-20 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 
FOR ALL RATES AND FEES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY; PROVIDING FOR 
MILITARY AND JUNIOR DISCOUNT FEES AT THE LIBERTY MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE; 
PROVIDING THAT ALL RATES OR SCHEDULES OF RATES CONFLICTING HEREWITH 
ARE AMENDED; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Lengthy discussion was held regarding a discount fee to be offered at the Liberty Municipal 
Golf Course for military and junior players. Suggested fees for junior players (17 and under) 
and military players are to be the same as the current senior discount.  Seniors, juniors and 
military members will all be charged the same rate. 
  
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance reflecting the fees, as discussed. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 EXHIBIT A - Master Fee Schedule Amendments - Golf Course (PDF) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

5. Council Action 2019-58 

Consider a residential solid waste collection plan offered by Frontier Waste Solutions. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner led discussion on the various options for future residential solid 
waste collection services, to be provided by Frontier Waste. Outlined were the four options 
below: 
 
Option 1. Twice a week automated - Increase 8.91% year one, + 1% years 2-7  
Option 2. Twice a week automated - Increase 5.28% year 1-2, + 3% years 3-7  
Option 3. Twice a week hand - Increase 3.79% immediately, +2 to 3.7% year 2        
Eliminate Pilot Program        
Option 4. Once a week automated - Decrease 6.6% year one, + 2% years 2-7 
 
Mr. Warner stated that all options include the existing once per week trash, bulk and every other 
week brush collection would not change.  Following lengthy discussion of the previous pilot 
program for automated collection, second cart fee, educating the citizens and other related 
issues, discussion focused on Option No. 4, in which the decreased cost of the new service will 
not be passed to the customer, in order to maintain an adequate fund balance in the Solid 
Waste Fund.  The remaining options would include an increase that would be passed to the 
customer. 
  
A motion was made to approve Option No. 4. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Chipper Smith, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

6. Council Action 2019-60 

Consider approval of Change Order No. 1 for the Hwy. 146N Sanitary Sewer Line Project. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on Change Order No. 1 presented by 5-T Utilities, for 
the Hwy. 146N Sanitary Sewer Project.  Mr. Warner reported on the sewer line that will 
service PLC Construction and an additional facility, not yet constructed. PLC is ready for 
service to their building, but the contractor is not yet completed with the southern section of 
the line.  Change Order No. 1 reflects the cost to provide bypass pumping for thirty days 
until the contract is complete with that section ($12.064.52), and also includes modification 
of the backfill requirements (-$13,673.99).  This change order results in a net decrease in 
the contract of $1809.47. 
 
A motion was made to approve Change Order No. 1. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 Change Order No. 1 -  Hwy 146N (XLSX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

7. Council Action 2019-61 

Consider authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and execute an agreement with Distinc 
Cantinas Inc. for operation of the restaurant and bar at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager Jarmon reported on an agreement, with Distinct Cantinas Inc., for 
operation of the restaurant and bar at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course. Discussed were 
various related issues to include liquor license, gazebo and special events, landscaping and 
other topics. 
 
A motion was made to authorize the City Manager to  negotiate the agreement and final 
details. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

B. Executive Session 

Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters. - To deliberate the appointment, employment, 
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee. 

 To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties discipline 
or dismissal of a public officer or employee - Liberty Municipal Golf Course. 

 
At 7:25 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session as 
authorized above. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 8:12 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

1. Council Action 2019-59 

Consider and take action, if any, on personnel matters at the Liberty Municipal Golf Course, as 
discussed in the Executive Session. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A motion was made to provide an individual membership to employees, at the Liberty 
Municipal Golf Course, at no charge. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Chipper Smith, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:14 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Airport Improvements 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-74 DOC ID: 4571 A 

 

 

Department: Airport  
 

Subject: 2020 TxDOT RAMP Grant Agreement  
 

Background: TxDOT administers the Routine Airport Maintenance Program (RAMP), 
which matches local government grants up to $100,000 for maintenance to parking lots, 
fencing and other airside and land side needs. The local government match is 50% of 
actual costs, plus any excess of $100,000 total costs. The city has requested a grant in 
the amount of $100,000.  
 

Funding Source: The local government match is 50% of actual costs, plus any 
excesses of $100,000 total cost. The costs for the allowable expenses are allocated in 
the Airport budget.  
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the 2020 Ramp Grant 
Agreement. 
 
 

. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Public Hearing 
   
   

 PUBLIC HEARING (ID # 4562) DOC ID: 4562 A 

 

 

Department: Administration 
 
Subject: Public Hearing-Budget 
 
Background: The governing body of a municipality is required to hold a public hearing on 
the proposed budget (LGC §102.006).  The hearing must be at least fifteen days after the 
date the proposed budget is filed with the City Secretary (Aug 7) and prior to the date that 
the Council passes the tax levy ordinance.   The budget must be passed before the tax levy 
ordinance can be passed.  Any person may attend and/or participate in the hearing. 
 
At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the governing body shall take action on the 
proposed budget (LGC §102.007). See the following agenda item. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Budget Adoption 
   
   

 ORDINANCE 2019-21 DOC ID: 4563 D 

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject: Budget Adoption 
 
Background: The budget process culminates in action by the City Council to adopt the budget 
and set the tax rate.  This process includes Budget Work Sessions and Public Hearings on both 
the budget and tax rate.  Before the tax rate is adopted, an ordinance approving the budget 
must be adopted, as the tax rate is to be in accordance with the budget (LGC §102.009). 
 
City Charter Sec. 9.08 states that the budget shall be finally adopted not later than fifteen (15) 
days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. 
 
Funding Source: The budget is an estimate of costs, revenues and resources over the new 
fiscal year, serving as a plan of action for daily operations, intended expenditures, and for 
achieving objectives.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Management recommends adoption of the Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 19/20. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 
TEXAS ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2019 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2020; PROVIDING 
THAT EXPENDITURES FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE MADE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SAID BUDGET; APPROPRIATING NECESSARY 
FUNDS FOR SAID FISCAL YEAR FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATION OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS, PROJECTS AND 
ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
 

WHEREAS, The City Manager of the City of Liberty, Texas has submitted to the City 
Council a proposed budget of the revenues and expenditures for conducting the affairs 
of the City and providing a complete financial plan for 2018-2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted the necessary public hearing as required 
by law. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, THAT: 
 

SECTION 1.  The proposed budget of the revenues necessary for conducting the affairs 
of the City of Liberty, Texas,  said budget being in the amount of $35,916,680.00 
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Ordinance 2019-21 City Council Meeting September 10, 2019 
Page 2 

 

providing a complete financial plan for the ensuing fiscal year beginning October 1, 
2019, and ending September 30, 2020, as submitted to the City Council by the City 
Manager, be, and the same is hereby, in all things adopted and approved as the budget 
of the City of Liberty, Texas for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019 and ending 
September 30, 2020. 
 

SECTION 2.  The sum of $35,916,680.00 is hereby appropriated for the payment of the 
expenditures established in the approved budget for the fiscal year beginning October 
1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020, a copy of which has been filed with the City 
Secretary, and is made a part hereof for all purposes. 
 

SECTION 3.  The expenditures during the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019 and 
ending September 30, 2020, shall be made in accordance with the budget approved by 
this ordinance. 
 

SECTION 4.  Specific authority is given to the City Manager regarding the transfer of 
appropriations budgeted from one department or activity to another department or 
activity. 
 

SECTION 5.  All notices and public hearings required by law have been duly completed. 
The City Secretary is directed to provide a certified copy of the budget to the County 
Clerk of Liberty County for recording after final passage hereof. 
 

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage.  
 

SECTION 7.  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 
of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby 
dispensed with. 
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Liberty, 
Texas on the 10th day of September, 2019. 
 
 
 
              

         Carl Pickett 
         Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     

Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-75 DOC ID: 4564 A 

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject: Ratification of property tax revenue increase 
 
Background: Adoption of a budget that raises more revenue from property taxes than in the 
previous year requires a separate vote of the governing body to ratify the property tax increase 
reflected in the budget. LGC §102.007(c).   This vote is in addition to and separate from the vote 
to adopt the budget and the vote to set the tax rate. 
 
 
. 

7.A.3

Packet Pg. 53



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Tax Rate 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4565) DOC ID: 4565  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject: Public Hearing - Tax Rate 
 
Background: Tax payers must be provided the opportunity to express their views regarding the 
proposed tax rate.  A public hearing on a tax rate may not be held before the 7th day after the 
date the notice of public hearing is given (Aug 15).  The first public hearing was held on August 
27. The 2nd public hearing may not be held earlier than the 3rd day after the date of the 1st 
hearing.  This is the second of the two required public hearings.  Tx. Tax Code 26.06. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: SRMPA Appointments 
   
   

 RESOLUTION 2019-12 DOC ID: 4566 A 

 

 
Department: Council 
 
Subject:  SRMPA Appointment 
 

Background: Appointments for two-year staggered terms are made to the SRMPA Board of 
Directors in September of each year.  Each member city is allowed two representatives.  In 
September, 2018 City Manager Tom Warner was appointed to fill the unexpired term of the 
previous City Manager.  This appointment will be for a full two-year term.  This term ends 
September, 2021. 
 
Fiscal Impact: NA   
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make an appointment to fill the expired term. 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, APPOINTING A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE SAM RAYBURN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

WHEREAS, on October 31, 1979, the City of Liberty, Texas, enacted the concurrent 
ordinance, establishing Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency with the City of Jasper, 
Texas and the City of Livingston, Texas; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  said concurrent ordinance provides that each of the three (3) cities 
involved in the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency, each appoint Directors to serve 
with the Agency for a term of two (2) years. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS: 
 

That       be appointed to serve as Director for the Agency for 
the City of Liberty, Texas, for a term of two (2) years, said term ending September, 
2021. 
 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2019. 
 
 
   
 
              

         Carl Pickett 
         Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
     

Dianne Tidwell 
City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-76 DOC ID: 4567 B 

 

 
Department: Council 
 
Subject: Library Board Appointments 
 
Background: The Liberty Municipal Library Board is a nine-member advisory board comprised 
of residents of the City of Liberty, appointed for two-year terms.  These members may serve 
three consecutive two-year terms. 
 
Board members whose terms expire in September, 2019 are Dr. Cody Abshier, Beverly Davis, 
Bruce Wright and Paul Schmidt.  Dr. Abshier, Ms. Davis and Mr. Wright have reached their term 
limits and are ineligible to serve again, at this time.  Mr. Schmidt has agreed to serve again, if 
reapppointed by Council. 
 
The Library Director recommends the appointment of Mr. Schmidt, Ms. Tinya Griffin, Ms. 
Christina Varela and Ms. Brenda Pratt. 
 
Funding Source: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff supports the Library Director's recommendations for 
appointment. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-80 DOC ID: 4568 A 

 

 
Department: Council 
 
Subject: CAD Appraisal Review Board Nomination 
 
Background: The CAD is requesting a nomination(s) from each taxing entity to the Appraisal 
Review Board.  Nominations can be made for the "At Large" and "Auxiliary Member". To serve 
on this Board, individuals must be a resident of the Appraisal District for 2 years, and cannot be 
an officer or employee of the Appraisal District or any Taxing Entity.  Members serve two-year 
staggered terms, and may only serve three (3) consecutive terms. Meetings are held once a 
month and then twice weekly during May and June.   Members are compensated $150 per 

meeting.   If an individual is nominated, who is not currently on the ARB, that individual must fill 
out the CAD's application for appointment. This nomination must be submitted by September 
20. 
 
Current Board Members are: Horace Green, Connie Campbell, Lester Wiseberger, Bernie 
Brown, Howard Brister, Walt Saucier, and Cordella Kirkham.   In September, 2018, the Council's 
nomination to this Board was Howard Brister. 
 
Funding Source: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make a nomination to the Appraisal Review Board. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-81 DOC ID: 4569 A 

 

 

Department: Council 
 
Subject:  CAD Agricultural Advisory Board Nomination 
 
Background: The CAD is requesting one (1) nomination from each taxing entity, from their 
respective County Precinct, to the Agricultural Advisory Board.  Members of this board may 
not be an officer or employee of the Appraisal District and must own land qualified for 
productivity value for at least five (5) years.  Members serve two-year staggered terms, and 
will meet only once a year or at the call of the Chief Administrator.  This nomination must be 
submitted by September 20. 
 
Current members of this Board are:  Leroy Janacek, Frank Green, Neal Stoesser, Robert 
Chachere, and Fred Emory.  In September, 2018, a nomination was not made by City 
Council. In September, 2017, the Council's nomination was Mr. Neal Stoesser for the 
County-wide position.   
 
Funding Source: NA 
 
Staff Recommendation: Council to make a nomination to the Ag Board. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Board Appointments 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-82 DOC ID: 4570 A 

 

 
Department: Council 
 
Subject: Nomination to the CAD Board of Directors 
 
Background: Members of the CAD Board of Directors serve two-year terms and must reside in 
the Appraisal District for at least two years prior to taking office.  A person may serve on the 
governing body of a taxing unit in the District and also serve as a Director of the CAD.  
However, an employee of a taxing unit is not eligible to serve. 
 
Each voting taxing unit may nominate one to five candidates for each of the five positions on the 
Board.  Nominations are due by October 15.  Ballots containing the names of the nominated 
individuals will be mailed to each taxing unit by October 30.  
 
In September, 2017, the City Council nominated John Hebert, Jr. to this Board.  Also, in May, 
2019, Council nominated Bob Walker to fill a vacancy on this same Board. 
 
Current Board Members are:  Bobby Ray Coats, Mark Sjolander, John Hebert, Jr., Billy 
Yarborough and Josh Day. 
 
Funding Source: N/A 
 
Staff Recommendation:  Council to make a nomination to the CAD Board of Directors. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Bids & Proposals 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-83 DOC ID: 4572  

 

 

Department: Administration  
 

Subject: City Hall Generator  
 

Background: The City Hall serves as the City’s Emergency Operations Center during 
disasters. The generator currently serving City Hall is over 13 years old. Due to the age 
of the generator, parts availability is becoming an issue. Recently, the turbo charger 
went out and the manufacturer indicated that the turbo chargers for this generator are 
no longer being manufactured. A rebuilt turbocharger was eventually located out of 
state. Additionally, the existing generator does not currently meet emission 
requirements. Two quotes to replace the generator have been received from NSECI of 
Daisetta and WPI of Houston in the amounts of $87,104.70 and $90,489.00, 
respectively. Currently, WPI has the generator preventative maintenance contract with 
the City. The City Council had previously obligated in $75,000.00 in Cambridge Funds 
to replace the generator.  
 

Funding Source: The additional funds needed to fund the generator would be allocated 
from Cambridge Funds.  
 

Staff Recommendation: Since WPI will be responsible for the maintenance of the 
generator after installation, staff recommends awarding the bid to WPI and approve the 
additional allocation of Cambridge Funds in the amount of $15,489.00. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Change Orders 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-84 DOC ID: 4577 A 

 

 

Department: Public Works 
 

Subject: Holly Street Drainage and Water Improvement Project - Change Order No. 1  
 

Background: In 2017, a developer contacted the City regarding the potential 
construction of eight homes on Holly Street. These homes were to be constructed on a 
vacant piece of property located near the Holly Street and N. Milam intersection. During 
the platting process, it was determined that the existing drainage and waterlines were 
not able to handle the storm water runoff and water demand of the new homes. City 
Council awarded the bid in April 2019, to construct the new storm sewer system and 
increase the size of the waterlines. The contractor began work in July 2019 by installing 
the waterline on Bowie from Edgewood to Holly before turning east on Holly Street. The 
contractor then started to install the water line and storm sewer box simultaneously.  
During the installation of the storm sewer box it became apparent that there were nine 
potential locations were the storm sewer box and the sanitary sewer service lines to the 
residences would conflict with each other. Since the grade line for each utility could not 
be adjusted, the only solution is run the pipe through the top of the box and construct a 
manhole at each of the nine locations. The cost for each manhole is $6,500 for a total 
cost of $58,500. A portion of this cost will be offset by the removal of a section in the of 
the storm sewer box at these locations. This deduction will be included in the last pay 
estimate to the contractor when the final installed quantities are determined. 
 

Funding Source: The project is being funded by 2016 Bond Proceeds and Cambridge 
Funds. This Change Order would increase the Cambridge Fund contribution from 
$443,990 to $502,490. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Change Order No. 1 for the 
Holly Street Drainage and Water Improvement Project. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4578) DOC ID: 4578 A 

 

 

Department:   Administration 
 

Subject:   TPIA Training 
 

Background: This law codifies that which was already law, as determined by the 
Attorney General, that information on a personal device is public information if it relates 
to City business.  The new law creates criminal liability for employees or council 
members if the records are not maintained.  City Attorney Brandon Davis will explain the 
new law. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Misc. 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-85 DOC ID: 4579 A 

 

 

Department:   Administration 
 

Subject: TPIA Contact Info   
 

Background: SB 944 states that a governmental body may designate one mailing 
address and one e-mail address for receiving a request for public information.  
Currently, public information requests are received, not only by the City Secretary, but 
several other departments.  Normally, these requests are turned in to the City 
Secretary, but there is not a specific email address for receipt of TPIA requests.   
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-77 DOC ID: 4573  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-78 DOC ID: 4574  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 09/10/19 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2019-79 DOC ID: 4576  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
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