
 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Agenda ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 3/11/2020 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Mayor Carl Pickett     

Mayor ProTem Diane Huddleston     

Council Member Dennis Beasley     

Council Member Libby Simonson     

Council Member David Arnold     

Council Member Chipper Smith     

Council Member Neal Thornton     

II. INVOCATION 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4706) 

City Manager's Report - T. Warner, City Mgr. - City Project & Activities - Jubilee - EPA Flood 
Resilience Workshop - City Hall Interior Repairs & Improvements, Holly Street Drainage & 
Water Project - Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project - Main "B" Levee Repairs - TxDOT U.S. 90 
Public Meeting - Inspection Permitting Update 

 City Manager's Report March 2020 (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4707) 

Finance Report - N. Herrington, Asst. City Mgr./CFO 
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C. Information Item (ID # 4722) 

Department Reports - Monthly Dept. Activities 

 Fire Dept. Report (XLS) 

 Inspection Dept. Report (XLSX) 

 Library Narrative Report (DOCX) 

 Library Stats Report (XLSX) 

 Library Volunteer Report (XLSX) 

 Police Dept. Report (XLS) 

 Public Works Report (DOCX) 

 Public Works Construction Rpt (DOCX) 

D. Information Item (ID # 4708) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

E. Information Item (ID # 4709) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

2. Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

3. Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

4. Thursday, February 20, 2020 

B. Council Action 2020-16 

Consider approval of a Service Agreement between the City of Liberty and the Ames Water 
Supply Corporation. 

 Ames Water Supply Service Agreement - Exhibit A (PDF) 

C. Council Action 2020-17 

Consider approval of an Interlocal Cooperation Contract with the Texas Department of Public 
Safety for the Fail to Appear Program. 

 Interlocal Cooperation Contract-Failure to Appear (PDF) 

D. Council Action 2020-18 

Consider acceptance of the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year Audit, as presented on February 20, 2020 
by Swaim, Brents & Associates. 
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E. Resolution 2020-1 

Consider a Resolution designating authorized signatories for contractual documents and 
documents requesting funds relating to the Community Development Block Grant Program 
(CDBG). 

F. Resolution 2020-2 

Consider a Resolution approving the attached policies in connection with the City of Liberty, 
Texas participation in Federally Funded Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Projects 
and adherence to the regulations described therein. 

 Civil Rights Resolution Info (PDF) 

G. Council Action 2020-19 

Consider designating various library books, no longer in circulation, as surplus property. 

VII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Ordinance 2020-9 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS DENYING THE STATEMENT OF INTENT OF CENTERPOINT ENERGY 
RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT 
ENERGY TEXAS GAS TO INCREASE RATES IN THE BEAUMONT/EAST TEXAS DIVISION; 
REQUIRING REIMBURSEMENT OF MUNICIPAL RATE CASE EXPENSES; FINDING THAT 
THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE FOR THIS ORDINANCE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 
3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS. 

2. Council Action 2020-21 

Consider approval of an agreement with MP Consulting Services for consulting and review of 
the City's Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating. 

3. Resolution 2020-3 

Consider a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for and accept funding from the 
Texas Department of Transportation and to execute all documents necessary to install an 
Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) at the Liberty Municipal Airport. 

4. Ordinance 2020-10 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 3.12 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, REGULATING PARKING WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF 
THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE 
DAYS. 

5. Council Action 2020-22 

Consider authorizing the expenditure of Cambridge Funds to repair a waterline on Main Street, 
under Main "B". 
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B. Executive Session 

Tx. Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney. 

To seek advice regarding contemplated / pending litigation. 

Tx. Gov. Code §551.087 - Deliberation Regarding Economic Development 
Negotiations. 

To deliberate commercial or financial information received from a business prospect. 

C. Reconvene into Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2020-20 

Consider approving a settlement agreement, regarding contemplated/pending litigation, as 
discussed in the Executive Session. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

I certify that the attached Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board and in the Message Centers located on 

the east and west sides of the City Hall Administration Building, located at 1829 Sam Houston on the 6th day of March, 
2020 at 4:00 p.m.  This notice will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time 
of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
 
 

NOTICE 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336-3684 or by Fax at (936) 336-9846.  The building is 
wheelchair accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building. 
 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 

the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2020.       



 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4706) DOC ID: 4706  

 

 
Subject: City Manager Report - City Projects and Activities 
 
Background:  This agenda item affords the City Manager the opportunity to update the Council 
and public on current and future City projects, activities and other items related to City business. 
 
 
. 
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Memo 
 

 

To: Mayor & City Council 

From: Tom Warner, City Manager  

Date: March 10, 2020 

Re: City Manager Report 

1. The 35
th
 Annual Liberty Jubilee is scheduled for March 27 and March 28, 2020. Special 

Guest for this year’s Street Dance is Texas Riot. The Featured performer is Sundance Head. 

In 2007, Sundance Head was a finalist on America’s Got Talent and the winner on The 

Voice in 2016. In addition to the Street Dance on Friday night and musical entertainment all 

day Saturday, the Jubilee will also have craft, food and public awareness booths, carnival 

rides, barbeque cook-off, book and bake sale, gaming trailer, laser tag and 5k run and car 

show on Saturday.  

2. On April 1 and April 2, 2020, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 

Water Control District No. 5 (WCID #5) and the cities of Dayton and Liberty will be hosting 

a Flood Resilience Building Blocks Workshop. The Workshop will be held at the Dayton 

Community Center from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on April 1
st
 and from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

on April 2
nd

. Additionally, there will be a community meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 

April 1
st
.  The workshop will focus on green infrastructure, open space & nature-based 

systems; resilience assessments and action plans. 

3. The City Hall Interior Repairs and Improvements were completed on February 26, 2020. The 

final project cost was $118,863.12 or $3,963.12 above the bid price. The additional cost was 

for a second window at the Municipal Court counter and wainscoting changes outside the 

Liberty Center.  The project was funded with $100,000.00 in Cambridge Funds and 

$18,863.12 from the City Hall General Fund Budget.  

4. The Holly Street Drainage and Water Project is approximately 95% complete. The contractor 

completed the installation of the asphalt payment on February 29, 2020. The construction 

cost on this project is estimated at $955,253. The total project cost project for engineering 

and construction is approximately $1,031,490.50.  

5. The Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project is approximately 87% complete as of December 

31, 2019. The monthly estimate for work performed in January 2020, has not been submitted 

to the City as of February 28, 2020. The contractor has completed the installation of the 

manholes and sanitary sewer lines on Travis Street and behind the LISD Middle and High 

Schools. The sanitary sewer lines on Highway 90 have been completed as well as the 

driveway and curb repairs. The contractor is continuing to work on the McGuire, Bypass and 

Beaumont Avenue Lift Stations and the Texas Avenue sanitary and storm sewer lines. The 

5.A.a
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projected completion date for this project is April 2020. The total estimated construction cost 

for this project is $5,389,342.57. 

6. The Main B Levee Repairs was approved as substantially complete on February 18, 2020. 

The contractor is currently addressing issues on the final punch list. FEMA is currently 

reviewing the City’s request for the change in the scope of work. If approved, FEMA will 

pay 90% of the total project cost. The total estimated construction cost for this project is 

$754,814.20. The total cost of the project for engineering and construction is $896,875.20.  

7. On March 3, 2020, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) held a Public Meeting 

on the Proposed Widening of US 90 from FM 563 to SH 61. During the meeting, TxDOT 

discussed the proposed improvements which will include the widening of the existing 

roadway from a two-lane undivided facility to a four-lane with a possible divided median and 

left turn lanes throughout the corridor.  

8. In February, Inspections issued a building permit for the construction of the hotel on the 

northwest corner of Hwy 146 and FM 1011. The permit fees for this project totaled 

$7,416.25. Also, Inspections was notified by WCID #5 that the drainage plan for the 

convenience store to be constructed on the southeast corner of Hwy 90 and FM 2834 had 

been approved.  

9. The following is a status of the current Electric Projects: 

Estimated Spent to 

Project    Complete      Cost     Date 

a. Pine Place Subdivision       55%  $  46,953 $  25,626 

b. Featherstone Subdivision      58%  $105,920 $  61,776 

c. Whittington Subdivision      79%  $206,725 $163,193 

d. Live Front Transformer            19%  $323,456 $  61,582 

e. Beaumont #3 Lateral      122%  $182,325 $222,827 

f. UG Primary          4%  $250,000 $  10,434 

g. OH Transformer Platform      25%  $  91,450 $  22,991 

h. Regency Place         42%  $279,040 $115,903 

i. Travis Park        68%  $380,505 $258,529 

j. UG Street Lighting       73%  $155,000 $112,549 

k. Beaumont #2 Laterals       79%  $414,254 $327,551 

l. Beaumont #4 Laterals       94%  $308,344 $288.332 

m. Beaumont #5 Laterals        11%  $764,156           $  93,380 

n. Liberty #1 Laterals          0%  $345,881 

o. Liberty #3 Laterals          0%  $371,354 

p. Street Light Conversion       120% $  82,500 $  99,169 

Totals                $4,307,863        $1,863,842 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4707) DOC ID: 4707  

 

 
Subject:  Finance Report 

 
Background:  This agenda item affords the Asst. City Mgr./CFO an opportunity to report on 
the financial activities and position of the City, to include revenues, liabilities, assets, and 
other financial information. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4722) DOC ID: 4722  

 

 
Subject:  Department Reports 
 

Background:  Attached are reports compiled by various City departments regarding facts 

about projects, situations and activities of the individual department.  These reports are 
submitted on a monthly basis. 
 
 
. 
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FULL: YES NO

Sick Vacancy Vacation

Explain:

1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)

5.)

6.)

1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)

5.)

6.)

Potholes: Water: Sewer:

In Town 38 Mutual Aid 8

911 Calls 111 Mutual Aid 5

77 13 Dialysis 38Transfers-Out of Town Transfers-In Town

Month Of: February 1 to February 29, 2020

All Departments Weekly Activity Report

Department: Fire Department Report Prepared By: Misty Dulaney

( All Authorized Filled)

If No, Why Not?

Accomplishements For Last Week:

Number Of Runs: (EMS Only) 

Other Information:

Goals For Upcoming Week:

Total of payments that have been received at the Fire Department for EMS is: $70,621.35

EMS Payments received at Fire Department: Year to Date (fiscal): $287,362.40

Year to Date (calendar): $135,838.22

Repairs Completed:

Number Of Runs: (Fire Only)

5.C.a

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ir
e 

D
ep

t.
 R

ep
o

rt
  (

47
22

 :
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
R

ep
o

rt
s)



MONTH: FEBRUARY 2020 CITY OF LIBERTY
INSPECTION PERMITING

MONTHLY REPORT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

TOTAL

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

97 336

60 166INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

PLAN REVIEW CONDUCTED

33 86

82

0

0

0

0

0 0

0

0

0 0

1 1

BANDIT SIGNS PICKED UP

1 0

0

0 75

0RV VIOLATIONS

DEBRIS VIOLATIONS

JUNK VEHICLE VIOLATIONS

VEGETATION VIOLATIONS

UNSAFE/UNSANITARY CONDITIONS

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS VIOLATIONS

ADDRESSES ISSUED OR CHANGED

CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY ISSUED

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE $0.00 $0.00

ACTIVITIES

PERMITS ISSUED

TOTAL $12,945.25 $23,130.29

OUTDOOR SALES

SOLICITOR'S PERMITS

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

REVENUE

INSPECTION AND PERMIT REVENUE

FOR MONTH YEAR TO DATE

TAP FEES AND CONNECTIONS

$12,945.25 $23,130.29

ALCOHOL LICENSE

COIN OPERATED MACHINE LICENSE $0.00 $0.00

5.C.b
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Liberty Municipal Library February 2020 Report 
 

The library staff celebrated Valentine’s Day on February 13 with a party for area children. Children’s 
Librarian Katie Edgell and Bilingual Library Technician Maggie Varela assembled all the Valentine crafts items, 
and Administrative Assistant Amber Ursprung helped with the game setup and crafts.  Parties are always a group 

effort, and everyone did a great job.  31 people attended, and the Friends of the Library served 
refreshments. 
 
Katie was especially busy with school tours in February. Four Met Head Start classes enjoyed tours and  
stories with a total of 89 children, parents and teachers attending. Katie also put together special 
displays that featured African American History Month, Valentine’s Day, Love Your Pet Day, International 
Polar Bear Day and Super Tuesday. She designed and printed an attractive Story Time flyer to distribute 
to patrons. Story Time attendance was 100 for February.  
 
Library Information Technician Kristin Gilley had an interesting encounter with a mother and her 
daughter. The 7- to 8-year-old girl needed information on zebras for a school project. When she typed 
ZEBRA into the online catalog, the search results included a long list of what her surprised mother called 
“trashy romance paperback novels”. The books showed up in the girl’s search because they were 
published by Zebra Books. Kristin helped the child find more appropriate books on zebras and all was 
well. Kristin put together displays for the adult/young adult area on African American History Month, 
Starbooks (coffee and tea related titles or covers), and both romance and broken heart novels for 
Valentines Day. She stamped, labeled and covered 221 books in February. 
 
Technical Services Technician Gail Williamson: Several years ago, Liberty ISD brought twenty laptops to 
the library for students to use in an afterschool program. Eventually the computers were removed from 
the LISD inventory. We contacted LISD Superintendent Dr. Cody Abshier and asked if they needed them 
returned. We were thrilled when he said the library could keep the laptops. Liberty ISD sent their IT 
person over to make certain they were all in good running order and found that 18 of the 20 still work. 
Gail spoke with our volunteer computer teacher, Ann Rogers, and she would like to use several in her 
adult computer classes. Gail also spoke with Ann’s daughter about how the computers could be used by 
preschoolers from local daycares.  Gail took this idea to Katie and they are now brainstorming to find 
with the best possible use for the laptops.  Many preschool children are likely quite familiar with 
technology, but due to family economic constraints many are not. This could give them that additional 
head start needed when they enter school. 
 
Library Director Dana Abshier met with Assistant City Manager Chris Jarmon during the month and 
discussed a range of topics including Fine Amnesty Week. Dana was among a group of City employees 
who attended the Liberty Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce Banquet on February 25. She also was Bill 
Buchanan’s guest on the Party Line Program on KSHN.com. City Secretary Dianne Tidwell asked Dana to 
present a program to the Rotary Club in March and Dana was very busy working on the presentation for 
several weeks. She also participated in two webinars. 
 
Ann Rogers taught beginning computer classes in February with 22 people attending. 
 
Amber Ursprung has been hard at work on 3-D art for the Summer Reading Program. She has completed 
painted dragon prize drawing coupon boxes, and her giant papier mâché dragon now has a tail and 
wings. Amber enjoyed participating in a webinar from the Texas State Library. 

5.C.c
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All library staff joined with other City employees to take CPR and First Aid classes at City Hall. The 
training was done by the Liberty Fire Department. We hope we will never need to use what we learned, 
but it is good to know we can provide help to someone who needs it. 
 
City Council approved the library’s proposal to offer Fine Amnesty Week during National Library Week in 
April. Anyone who returns overdue books during that week will owe no fines. We hope to get back a lot 
of materials that have been out for months, or even years. 
 
After many frustrating months spent dealing with the library’s very finicky timeclock, it was removed. 
Staff are now clocking in and out on their computers. 
 
Roofing consultant Scott Simpson was onsite in February and put together a plan for repairing the roof. 
Two potential contractors also made site visits so they can prepare bids. In February we had a leak in the 
transition area between the old and new parts of the library. This isn’t a new leak, but it appeared to be 
worse than in the past. We hope something can be done to stop the leaks. 
 
A technology consultant was on site twice during the month to begin assessing the library’s technology 
needs. We have two major staff computers that are down for the count, and we hope they can be 
replaced before the summer reading program begins. Both computers are mission critical. We’ve been 
using individual staff computers to scan in and check out books, and this will create a giant bottleneck 
this summer, our busiest time of the year. Amber Ursprung reports that one of the deceased computers 
has been named the Whataburger computer because the only thing the computer will do is display an 
orange screen with white vertical lines. No words, no images, just a Whataburger orange screen. We 
also lost several patron computers over the years that have not been replaced.  
 
A transformer on Highway 90 blew on February 26, directly affecting the library.  After power was 
restored, staff discovered that two printers did not come back on, nor did the cash register.  Two surge 
protectors also no longer worked.  We feared the worst, but Mike discovered that a breaker had tripped 
during the power outage.  Thankfully, everything except the surge protectors came back up when the 
breaker was reset. We were greatly relieved. 
 
We had several building maintenance issues in February. A recently installed lighting fixture in a staff 
work area went out, a bad clog in the breakroom sink had to be cleared by Festus Plumbing, and a belt 
had to be replaced on an air handling unit.  
 
We are looking forward to the Friends of the Library Jubilee Book and Bake Sale, their major fundraiser 
of the year. All proceeds from the sale go directly to the library for materials and programs.  
 
We are finalizing plans for the Summer Reading Program which will run from mid-June through late July. 
Many hours of thought and preparation go into the free program to make it an enjoyable experience for 
area children. 
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Liberty Municipal Library September 2019 through February 2020 Monthly Report  

Circulation September October November December January February

Spanish Materials Circulation 73 51 48 59 80 97

Total Adult & YA Circulation All Formats 2,220 2,121 1,790 1,849 2,039 2,084

Total Juvenile Circulation All Formats 1,554 1,685 1,036 869 1,163 1,311

Total Circulation All Formats 3,774 3,086 2,826 2,718 3,202 3,395

Reference Services

In-house Reference 147 141 121 244 417 400

Telephone Reference 108 171 125 168 175 178

Public Computer Assistance 104 118 101 185 178 142

Collection Statistics

Total Volumes in Collection 51,436 51,626 51,850 52,075 52,412 52,678

Total Titles in Collection 61,328 61,532 61,743 62,049 62,452 62,724

Cataloging

Books Cataloged 121 191 149 155 302 188

DVD/ Blu-Rays Cataloged 0 13 14 33 1 18

Audiobooks & Music CDs Cataloged 0 0 2 0 0 4

Periodical Cataloged 68 54 54 66 59 59

Building Use/ Programs/Public Relations

Meeting Room/Pavilion Use 13 8 11 7 11 18

Story Time Attendance 102 53 42 68 122 100

Misc. Children's Programs/Tours Attendance 51 100 10 115 33 120

Adult Programs Attendance 40 44 33 24 42 67

Total Programs 10 11 10 7 9 17

Total Attendance All Programs 193 197 85 207 197 283

Patron Count/ Volunteers

Total Active Accounts In-City Patrons 3,448 3,448 3,421 3,408 3,377 3,373

Total Active Accounts Out-of-City Patrons 5,225 5,219 5,205 5,209 5,189 5,141

Total Volunteers 13 4 1 6 1 7

Total Volunteer Hours 22 17 5 21.5 10 37

Patron Visits Count 3,671 3,022 2,471 2,074 2,653 2,636

Public Use Technology

Wireless Users Estimate 21 10 21 17 20 26

Public Computers Users This Month 318 403 334 315 423 431

Hours of Patron Computer Use 258 282 217 241 341 311

Website Visits: Ploud, Online Catalog 908 2,994 1,683 2,246 1,740 1,492

Social Media: Facebook, Instagram 167 198 152 186 193 955
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Liberty Municipal Library Volunteer Report for the Month of February 2020

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Total

Name of volunteer

Arceneaux, Val 0

Cash, Terry 3 3 2.5 8.5

Davis, Beverly 2.5 2.5

Harbour, Cathy 2.5 2.5

Pickett, Sandy 2.5 2.5

Rogers, Ann 4 4 4 4 16

Sundgren, Gary 2.5 2.5

Sundgren, Josh 0

Sundgren, Stacy 2.5 2.5

0

Total for month 37

5.C.e
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2018,2019, 2020 ACTIVITIES

YEARLY ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 2018
TOTAL

ACTIVITY JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER PER
ACTIVITY

CALLS FOR SERVICE 1608 1141 1560 1433 1290 1560 1679 1657 1508 1553 1521 1627 18137
OFFENSES REPORTED 74 53 62 52 50 60 72 63 68 52 69 66 741
OFFENSES CLEARED 35 9 6 9 8 11 10 11 15 11 21 15 161

OFFENSES EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED 100 103 0 0 103 0 0 0 1 1 3 3 314
TRAFFIC CITATIONS 50 191 104 76 61 63 66 68 65 59 62 51 916
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 25 23 26 34 33 35 27 26 23 45 26 38 361
WARNING TICKETS 224 176 194 259 237 196 136 133 117 105 86 131 1994

ARRESTS 29 20 34 12 12 23 19 28 34 16 31 45 303
ANIMALS HANDLED 66 64 79 94 191 131 54 91 85 93 79 67 1094

ALARM CALLS 63 44 52 62 61 99 58 64 57 67 86 80 793
GARAGE/YARD SALES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

YEARLY ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 2019
TOTAL

ACTIVITY JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER PER
ACTIVITY

CALLS FOR SERVICE 1593 1421 1566 1825 1984 1958 1985 1714 1695 1772 1530 1682 20725
OFFENSES REPORTED 75 66 76 91 95 75 77 73 63 85 83 93 952
OFFENSES CLEARED 17 12 13 15 7 12 14 14 11 18 12 14 159

OFFENSES EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED 2 2 2 1 1 1 0 4 2 4 1 2 22
TRAFFIC CITATIONS 61 57 71 77 91 47 48 42 26 32 23 64 639
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 30 27 36 41 30 29 30 26 28 40 37 28 382
WARNING TICKETS 146 125 120 110 329 127 178 119 120 149 71 148 1742

ARRESTS 43 22 32 41 69 50 28 33 29 42 41 37 467
ANIMALS HANDLED 52 39 21 29 73 77 93 57 81 51 33 56 662

ALARM CALLS 54 69 16 91 97 86 68 69 89 64 53 60 816
GARAGE/YARD SALES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

YEARLY ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 2020
TOTAL

ACTIVITY JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER PER
ACTIVITY

CALLS FOR SERVICE 1577 1344 2921
OFFENSES REPORTED 76 60 136
OFFENSES CLEARED 13 11 24

OFFENSES EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED 0 0 0
TRAFFIC CITATIONS 28 36 64
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 23 27 50
WARNING TICKETS 86 80 166

ARRESTS 31 37 68
ANIMALS HANDLED 76 64 140

ALARM CALLS 51 56 107
GARAGE/YARD SALES 0 0 0

Prepared by Liberty Police Dept. 2/2020
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PUBLIC WORKS MONTHLY 

REPORT 
STREETS DEPARTMENT -THE ROAD TO 

SUCCESS IS ALWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

 

 

This Month’s 

Notes 

JAMES 

REDDING – 

STREETS 

MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Notes: 
• Swept streets 

• Replaced manhole ring and cover on Marshall 
• Repaired pipe separation on Jefferson 

• Checked flood control pumps every Monday 

• Replaced Stop sign on Travis and Holly 

• Repaired pipe separation on Washington 

• Picked up tires and trash bags on Mizel Rd. 
• Attended CPR and First Aid Class 

• Patched around town 

• Repaired 40 ft. of curb on Travis 

• Repaired concrete cut on Grand and Maryland 

• Cleaned inlets City Wide Zones 1-4 

• Repaired barb wire fence and gate at Main C 

• Replaced stop sign and post at Hough and McManus 

• Attended CEU class in Beaumont 
• Extended parking area at Park shop for fuel tanks 

• Repaired street cuts 

• Repaired concrete driveway on Oak St. 
• Cleaned Bar screens at Main A and B 

• Repaired concrete driveway on East St. 
• Helped Water Dept. on water leak on Main St 
• Cleaned up oil spill on Navigation 

5.C.g
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STREETS CHECKING SCHOOL ZONES – RAYMOND KOCIAN JR. 
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Streets:       

 Graded:     Miles 

 Swept:    37 Hours 

 Street cut repairs:    3 Each 

 Curb & Gutter Repair:    40 Feet 

Drainage:       

 Ditch Cleaning:     Feet 

 Culvert Installation:     Feet 

 Catch Basin/inlets cleaned:    736 Each 

 Levee Inspection:    Yes  

 Flap gate Debris Removal:      

Spraying:       

 Herbicide:     Gallons 

 Mosquito:     Miles 

Signs:       

 Installed     Each 

 Repaired/ Replaced    2 Each 

FIXING THESE STREETS 
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PARKS DEPARTMENT 

TOM TULLOCK - 

PARKS MANAGER 

THE QUICKER PICKER UPPERS!!! 

Work completed 

 

Work Completed: 

Fields:  

Work Performed:  Picked up trash and maintained as needed. Mowed three times and 

weedeated twice. 

 

 

 Restrooms: 

Work Performed: Washed all restrooms twice a week and cleaned and swept as needed. 

Replaced toilet paper and other things as needed also. Installed new paper towel holders 

and toilet paper holders in restrooms. 

 

 Concession Stands:  

Work Performed: Picked up trash and debris around concession stands as needed every 

day.  

 

 

 Splash Pad: 

Work Performed:  Mowed and weedeated as needed. Maintained chemicals every day.  

Splash pad is shut down for the winter.    

 

 

 

 Jogging Trail: 

Work Performed: Picked up limbs and trash as needed also, weedeated around trees and 

rocks as needed. Mowed as needed 

 

 

 Playground Equipment: 

Work Performed: Checked and made sure all playground equipment was in good 

working order. Pressure washed the white fence around playground. 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.C.g
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 Pocket Parks: 

Work Performed: Picked up trash and other debris every day. Changed trash barrels as 

needed in all pocket parks.   

 

 

 Trees: 

Work Performed: Cut down trees that had been twisted off or rotted throughout park. 

Picked up limbs as needed, trimmed all trees along road way in park.  

 

 Flags: 

Work Performed: Checked flags every day for damage. Took down Big Flag because of 

wind. Will put it back up when winds calm down. 

 

 

 

   

Notes:     

1. Filled holes throughout park. 

2. Put flags at half-staff for officer Whitten.  

3. Had four new LED lights installed at the boys batting cages. 

4. Had two new LED lights installed at the park shop and office for security.  

5. Had pad built to set fuel tanks and metal building on at the park. 

6. Had trees trimmed on the back fence line where the high lines are also had two trees cut down 

by the shop that were rotten.   

 

 

 

 

 

5.C.g
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PARKS MOWING THE PARK – SUMMER PART-TIME EMPLOYEES (JUNE 2019) 
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 LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, WATER DEPARTMENT IS THERE!!!! 

MARK REED – WATER / WASTE 

WATER MANAGER 
 

 

 

 

 
WASTEWATER REPAIR N. TRAVIS BETWEEN JEFFERSON AND HOLLY ST. 

5.C.g
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WATER LEAK REPAIR(6”) UNDER THE MAIN ST. BOX CULVERTS NEAR BAYTOWN SEAFOOD 

5.C.g
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REPAIRS COMPLETED LINE MAINTENANCE (CAMEL)

24 136.3

16 2500

5

WORK COMPLETED

1

18

4

4

0

0

4

69

69

1

0 METER LIDS REPLACED

0

0

24

20

11

45

MONTHLY OPERATIONS

2 DAILY

40

10

X2/WKLY

MONTHLY END LINE FLUSHING

FRQUENCY THAT LIFT-STATIONS ARE CHECKED

DISINFECTANT WATER SAMPLES THAT ARE TAKEN

SAMPLES FOR MONTHLY MONITORING-CHLORINE REPORT

FREQUENCY THAT WATER WELLS ARE CHECKED

PULLED METERS

CUSTOMER REQUESTED TURN ON

CUSTOMER REQUESTED TURN OFF

CUT OFF SERVICE

RECHECKS

METER REPAIRS

RADIO REPLACEMENTS

WATER REPAIRS

SEWER REPAIRS

MANHOLE REPAIRS

CLEANOUTS REPLACED / INSTALLED

WATER TAPS

SEWER TAPS

CUSTOMER PROBLEMS

LOCATE LINES

TEXAS 811 LINE LOCATES

METER BOXES REPLACED

SEWER STOPAGES

HOURS OF OPERATION

FEET OF SEWER LINE CLEARED / CLEANED

MANHOLES CLEANED

HARDIN & AMES READINGS CHECKED DAILY

MISC:

5.C.g
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ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT 

LIGHT IS ESSENTIAL 
CHARLES YPMA – ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR 

The Electrical Department received 23 request this month 

and closed out 18 of them with 5 carrying overs to 

February. The requests range from power restoration, 

blown fuses, saging power lines, loose guy wires to 

security and street lights out. The Electrical department 

performed all these tasks with the aid of Texas Elite 

Electrical Services, LLC. 

      

 

COMPLETED WORK REQUESTS 

 
      

 

MISC. MAINTENANCE 1 

 
    
 

NO POWER 1 

 
 

POWER LINE ISSUE 2 

 
 

POLE ISSUE 1 

 
 

SECURITY LIGHT 5 

 
 

STREET LIGHT 8 

 
        

 

TOTAL INCIDENTS RESOLVED 18 

 
    
 

    

 
 

 

 

ELECTRICAL REPLACING POWER 

POLE MLK AND FANNIN ST. 

5.C.g
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MONTHLY REPORT 
 CITY OF LIBERTY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

REPORT 

 

TEXAS ST. PAVEMENT REPAIRS 

US 90 Sanitary Sewer Improvements-Phase I is at 

89% completion 

ALLCO INC. 

The City of Liberty, Texas Sanitary Sewer System Improvement, Phase I Project 

involves improvements to the sanitary sewer trunk line along US 90 from Bowie to 

just east of FM 2684.  This section included the install of the sanitary sewer trunk 

 

  

5.C.h
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line by pipe bursting (18” pipe), micro-tunneling method (24” and 30” pipe) and 

abandoning existing sewer lines along US 90. It also includes the replacement of 

sanitary sewer manholes. This part of the project is near completion. 

 

 

 

 
BEAUMONT LIFT STATION 

 

The Lift Station at McGuire Street is about 90% complete. The Beaumont Street 

Lift Station about 95% complete. The Lift Stations at Johnson and Lakeland Streets 

are complete. There was very little work completed this month due to the weather. 
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TEXAS STREET: PAVEMENT REPAIRS 

 

 

5.C.h
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Texas Street Improvements 
Improvements activities along Texas Street have just started to increase. The 

contractor is removing 6” and 8” sanitary sewer lines and replacing with a 

15” sewer line. The storm sewer improvements include removing existing 

15” and 24” pipe and replacing them with 18”, 24” and 30” pipe from 

Beaumont Street to just north of Newman St.  The contractor has installed 

95% of the pavement. This phase of the project is approximately 92% 

complete. The contractor has replaced old 15” sanitary sewer pipe with new 

15” sanitary sewer pipe by pipe bursting method. Manholes have been 

removed and replaced. The project is being performed by ALLCO, Inc. out 

of Beaumont, Texas. The projected completion date is April 2020. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
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MAIN B LEVEE REPAIR PROJECT   

LEVEE SLOPE AND PIPE REPAIR 

BOWIE STREET 

 

 CONSTRUCTION IS 98% COMPLETE  

 

BY TLC & CONTRACTING 

TCL Trucking and Contracting was awarded the contract and the start date was 

September 6
th

, 2019. The project is to perform repairs to the Main B Levee 

which include earth levee repairs and culvert repairs. The project shall be 

substantially completed in 120 calendar days and all work shall be completed in 

165 calendar days. The project is substantially complete as of February 18
th
, 

2020. TLC Trucking and Contracting is out Houston, Texas. The contractor 

installed select fill, rockfill toe stabilization, removed the coffer dam and 

dewatering pumps, completed the riprap this month. 
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MAIN B LEVEE REPAIR – REMOVAL OF COFFER DAM 

  

 

5.C.h
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 RIVERSIDE OUTLET WITH FLAPGATE AND RIPRAP – INSPECTIONS BY JAMES 

REDDING 

5.C.h
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COMPLETED LEVEE SLOPE REPAIRS.  

5.C.h
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HOLLY STREET 

WATER AND STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

98% COMPLETE 

WADECON, LLC 

The Construction of the Holly Street involves upgrading the existing water line and 

storm drainage from North Travis heading west to the end of the Holly Street right of 

way. The contractor has installed the drainage culverts, inlets and waterline on the 

project. The contractor is currently working on the pavement restoration. The 

contractor started work on July 22
nd

, 2019. The work is being performed by 

Wadecon, LLC out of Kingwood, Texas. The project is substantially complete as of 

February 28
th
, 2020.  
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HOLLY STREET FINISHED ASPHALT OVERLAY 

5.C.h
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4708) DOC ID: 4708  

 

 
Subject: SRMPA Report  
 
Background:  The Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency supplies the wholesale electrical 
energy needs of the member cities of Liberty, Jasper and Livingston.  Mayor Pickett is the 
President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency and desires to provide the Council and 
the public with updates on the Agency’s projects and activities. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Reports 
   
   

 INFORMATION ITEM (ID # 4709) DOC ID: 4709  

 

 
Subject:  Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
Background:  This agenda item relates to expressions of thanks, congratulations or 
condolence; information regarding holiday schedules; honorary recognitions of City officials, 
employees or other citizens; reminders about upcoming events organized or sponsored by the 
City or other entity, that is scheduled to be attended by City officials or employees, inquiry of 
staff regarding specific factual information or existing policies. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 3/6/2020 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on January 28, 2020 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:00 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Absent  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  Mr. James K. Leonard, South Liberty Oilfield, 
addressed the Council regarding his concerns with the no-manufactured home zones and his 
property described as MG White/Mitchell Tract. 

III. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

1. Information Item (ID # 4671) 

City Manager's Report - City Mgr. T. Warner- Projects & Activities - Residential Solid Waste 
Automated Collection Service - Texas Back in Business (Hurricane Harvey Relief Funds) - 
FEMA Community Education Workshop - Hwy. 146 Sanitary Sewer Line Extension 

 

6.A.1
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Special Called Meeting Minutes January 28, 2020 

City Council Page 2 Printed 3/6/2020 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on current City activities and projects, also reporting that 
the complete City Manager's report is included in the agenda packet. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report Jan 28 2020 (DOCX) 

2. Information Item (ID # 4672) 

Finance Report - Asst. City Manager/CFO - N. Herrington 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Asst. City Manager/CFO Naomi Herrington reported on the City's financials as of December 
31, 2019.  Ms. Herrington reviewed the General Fund and status of the various other funds. 

3. Information Item (ID # 4670) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Police Chief Gary Martin reported on the Police Department's fundraiser to assist Lt. Elaine 
Taylor win her fight with cancer. 
 
City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported that with the recent extension of the Airport Advisory 
Board, appointments will need to be made in the near future. 
 
Mayor Pickett reported on a lawsuit regarding the Cambridge Project, stating however, that 
contracts are still in force until the lawsuit is settled. 

IV. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2020-6 

Consider approval of an agreement designating RBC Capital Markets as the City's Financial 
Advisors. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported that the agreement for financial advisor services is a 
five-year agreement, terms and fees the same as the 2014 agreement with RBC Capital 
Markets.  After brief discussion, a motion was made to approve the agreement with RBC 
Capital Markets. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Financial Advisor Agreement-Jan 2020 (PDF) 
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Special Called Meeting Minutes January 28, 2020 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

2. Council Action 2020-7 

Consider approval of the City's Plan of Finance, dated January 20, 2020, as presented by the 
City's Financial Advisor, RBC Capital Markets. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Bob Henderson, RBC Capital Markets, was present to address the Council regarding a 
proposed plan of finance.  Discussed were refunding opportunities to include the City's 
Series 2010A Certificates of Obligation to become "callable" on March 1, 2020, which meet 
the criteria for refunding. 
 
After lengthy discussion, a motion was made to approve the Plan of Finance, as presented 
by Bob Henderson, RBC Capital Markets. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Plan of Finance-GO Refunding-Jan 2020 (DOC) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

3. Ordinance 2020-1 

Consider adoption of an Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of up to $3,000,000 in Principal 
Amount of City of Liberty, Texas General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2020, Authorizing 
the Execution of a Deposit Agreement, a Paying Agent/Registrar Agreement, a Purchase 
Contract and Other Instruments and Procedures Related Thereto, Delegating Authority to 
Certain City Officials to Select Outstanding Obligations to Be Refunded and Approve All Final 
Terms of the Bonds, Approving an Official Statement, and Calling Certain Obligations for 
Redemption. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $3,000,000 IN PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, 
SERIES 2020, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DEPOSIT AGREEMENT, A 
PAYING AGENT/REGISTRAR AGREEMENT, A PURCHASE CONTRACT AND OTHER 
INSTRUMENTS AND PROCEDURES RELATED THERETO, DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO 
CERTAIN CITY OFFICIALS TO SELECT OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS TO BE REFUNDED 
AND APPROVE ALL FINAL TERMS OF THE BONDS, APPROVING AN OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT, AND CALLING CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS FOR REDEMPTION." 
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Following brief discussion of the refunding, a motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as 
presented. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 ORD - 2020 Liberty GO Ref Bonds-1 (PDF) 

 Paying Agent Ag - 2020 Liberty GO Ref Bonds-1 (PDF) 

 Deposit Agreement - 2020 Liberty GO Ref Bonds-1 (PDF) 

 Closing Docs - 2020 Liberty Ref Bonds-1 (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Dennis Beasley 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

4. Ordinance 2020-2 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.08.032 OF THE CITY 
OF LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, RESTRICTING MOBILE HOMES AND 
MANUFACTURED HOMES WITHIN THE CITY OF LIBERTY; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT 
ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE OCCASIONS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 

 
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.08.032 OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, RESTRICTING MOBILE HOMES AND MANUFACTURED HOMES WITHIN 
THE CITY OF LIBERTY; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE OCCASSIONS.” 
 
Following lengthy discussion of the no-manufactured home zone areas, a motion was made to 
adopt the Ordinance that the non-manufactured home zone be enlarged to include all the city, 
with the following areas excluded: 
 

 Southwest area of the City generally bounded by Washington on the North, FM 2684 on 
the east, the southern city limits on the south, and the Trinity River on the west. 

 Layl Drive and the Avenues (Avenue A to Avenue J) from Hwy. 90 to Avenue J. 

 Minglewood area from Mimosa to Glenn Street. 

 Twin Oaks Manufactured Home Subdivision 

 Industrial Road - Shiver's Manufactured Home Park 

 Beaumont Avenue - Garcia’s Manufactured Home Subdivision. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Non-Manufactured Home Zone Map Jan 2020 (PDF) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Council Member 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

RECUSED: Dennis Beasley 

5. Ordinance 2020-3 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, 
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER ENTERGY SERVICE AREA CITIES IN 
MATTERS CONCERNING ENTERGY TEXAS, INC. AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF TEXAS IN 2020; AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF LAWYERS AND RATE EXPERTS; 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION TO THE FULL EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW 
AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING 
COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING 

PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER ENTERGY SERVICE AREA CITIES IN MATTERS 

CONCERNING ENTERGY TEXAS, INC. AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS 

IN 2020; AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF LAWYERS AND RATE EXPERTS; AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION TO THE FULL EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW AT THE PUBLIC 

UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE 

REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS 

ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.” 

 

Each year, a coalition of cities join together through a municipal participation ordinance 

regarding regulatory rate proceedings involving Entergy, Texas, Inc. at the Public Utility 

Commission of Texas.  This coalition has played a vital role in limiting Entergy's various rate 

increases to reasonable levels. 

 

After motion was made to adopt the Ordinance, as presented. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

6. Ordinance 2020-4 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS AMENDING CHAPTER 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS, OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY CREATING ARTICLE 1.13 REGULATING FAIR 
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HOUSING IN THE CITY; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE OCCASIONS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS AMENDING 
CHAPTER 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS, OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
BY CREATING ARTICLE 1.13 REGULATING FAIR HOUSING IN THE CITY; ESTABLISHING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE OCCASSIONS.” 

 
City Manager Tom Warner reported that as the result of a grant received from the General 
Land Office (GLO), the City is required to adopt and distribute Fair Housing Practices, 
designate a Fair Housing Month, and place this information on the City's website.  The GLO 
Grant was for replacement of the sanitary sewer line from Beaumont Avenue, at Texas 
Street, south to Hwy. 90. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

7. Council Action 2020-8 

Consider approval of the designation of February, 2020 as Fair Housing Month. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

As part of the grant received from the General Land Office, as discussed in the previous agenda 
item, the City must designate one month as Fair Housing Month. 

 
A motion was made to designate February, 2020 as Fair Housing Month. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

8. Ordinance 2020-5 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, BUSINESS 
REGULATIONS, OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING 
ARTICLE 4.11, DIVISION 3 REGULATING GAME ROOMS IN THE CITY; ADDING DIVISION 4 
DEFINING AND REGULATING AMUSEMENT REDEMPTION ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE 
CITY; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH SECTION 3.10 OF 
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THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE 
OCCASIONS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, BUSINESS REGULATIONS, OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING ARTICLE 4.11, DIVISION 3 
REGULATING GAME ROOMS IN THE CITY; ADDING DIVISION 4 DEFINING AND 
REGULATING AMUSEMENT REDEMPTION ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE CITY; 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH SECTION 3.10 OF THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE 
OCCASSIONS.” 

 
Discussion was held regarding the definition of a game room and the number of machines 
that define same, and the  challenge as to whether the definition of the game room of six 
machines applies only to counties. The requirement for permits for establishment of less 
than six machines has been removed from the ordinances, as well as the operator and 
property owner acknowledging the potential penalties for operating an illegal game room. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the ordinance. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

9. Council Action 2020-9 

Consider approval of a Release of Easement and Conveyance of Substitute Easement for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant outfall. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on the City's Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Funds to 
construct a levee and floodwall around the Wastewater Treatment Plant, which also requires the 
replacement of an outfall pipe from the plant to the Trinity River.  To avoid placing this pipe in an 
easement classified as wetlands by the U.S. Corps of Engineers, relocation of the easement to 
the south moves the route of the outfall to an area not classified as wetlands.  Property owner, 
Jesse Lopez, has agreed to a release of the existing easement and conveyance of a substitute 
easement. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Release of Easement and Conveyance of Substitute 
Easement for the Wastewater Treatment Plant outfall. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Release of Easement (PDF) 

 Release of Easement-Map (PDF) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

10. Ordinance 2020-6 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 
FOR ALL RATES AND FEES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY; PROVIDING FOR A 
NEW FEE FOR RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTION CONTAINERS AND CHANGING 
FROM COMMERCIAL ONCE A WEEK PICKUP TO TWICE A WEEK PICKUP ; PROVIDING 
THAT ALL RATES OR SCHEDULES OF RATES CONFLICTING HEREWITH ARE AMENDED; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 
SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 
TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

FOR ALL RATES AND FEES CHARGED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY; PROVIDING FOR A 

NEW FEE FOR RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE COLLECTION CONTAINERS AND CHANGING 

FROM COMMERCIAL ONCE A WEEK PICKUP TO TWICE A WEEK PICKUP ; PROVIDING 

THAT ALL RATES OR SCHEDULES OF RATES CONFLICTING HEREWITH ARE AMENDED; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF 

SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL ORDINANCES BE READ ON 

TWO SEPARATE DAYS.” 

 
City Manager Tom Warner reported that this ordinance sets the fees to be charged for 
residential solid waste collection containers and twice-a-week solid waste collection for 
commercial accounts.  A  motion was made to adopt the ordinance. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Master Fee Schedule Changes (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Thornton 

ABSENT: Chipper Smith 

V. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 4682) 

The  City Council will conduct a Work Session to discuss the extension of the Community 
Development Advisory Board. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

After lengthy discussion of the focus of the Community Development Advisory Board and its 
similarity to current and proposed economic development projects, consensus of the 
Council was not to renew the term of this Board. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:46 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 6:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 3/9/2020 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on February 11, 2020 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 6:03 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. INVOCATION 

An Invocation was not given. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Police Chief Gary Martin and Public 
Works Director Damon Jones, respectively. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
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Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  There were no comments. 

V. Executive Session 

Tx. Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney. 

To seek advice regarding contemplated / pending litigation. 
 
At 6:06 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session, as 
authorized above. 
 
At 6:49 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and reconvened the open 
meeting. 

VI. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 4684) 

City Manager's Report - City Mgr. T. Warner - Projects & Activities - LCDC/City Joint Meeting - 
Special Called Meeting - Liberty Dayton Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet - Unified 
Development Ordinance Proposals - City Hall Repairs - Holly Street - Main B Levee Repairs - 
Electrical Projects 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on current City activities and projects, also reporting that 
the complete City Manager's report is included in the agenda packet. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 City Manager's Report Feb 2020 (DOCX) 

B. Information Item (ID # 4685) 

Finance Report - Asst. City Mgr./CFO N. Herrington 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A Financial Report was not given. 

C. Information Item (ID # 4695) 

Department Reports 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner stated that the monthly reports, submitted by the various City 
Departments, were presented for Council's review. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Fire Dept. Report (XLS) 

 Inspection Dept. Report (XLSX) 

 Library Narrative Report (DOCX) 

 Library Stats Report (XLSX) 

 Library Volunteer Report (XLSX) 
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 Police Dept. Report (XLS) 

 Public Works Report (DOCX) 

 Public Works Construction Report (DOCX) 

D. Information Item (ID # 4686) 

Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency - Mayor Pickett 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett, President of the Sam Rayburn Municipal Power Agency, reported on the 
lawsuit involving the Cambridge Project Trust, also stating the Agency's next meeting would 
be held on February 18. 

E. Information Item (ID # 4687) 

Mayor, Council and Staff Comments 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Councilperson Huddleston inquired about a possible written drainage maintenance 
program. 
 
City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reminded Council that appointments to the Airport Advisory 
Board will be on the March Council Agenda. 
 
Mayor Pickett commented on a TxDOT Meeting, to be held March 3, in regard to the 
widening of Hwy. 90.  Mayor Pickett also commented on the funeral service for Liberty 
County Sheriff's Deputy Richard Whitten, killed in the line of duty, and the spirit of 
cooperation among the local law enforcement agencies. 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA 

All consent items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member so 
requests, and if such a request is made, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in a normal sequence on the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

A. Minutes Approval 

1. Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
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VIII. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2020-10 

Consider award of bids submitted for various Tax Resale Properties. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Attorney Brandon Davis reported on bids submitted for various tax resale properties as 
follows: 
 
William Duncan League - .39 acres, Part of lots 57 and 63, Wilson-Bullard Survey, Abstract 
28 - $674.00 
Wilson Subdivision - Undivided 1/3 interest in .50 acres, more or less, South 1/2 of Lot 13 - 
$474.00 
Bill Davis Subdivision - Approx. 0.3719 acres - Lot 1,2 (N/2) - $50,161.00 
Oak Place - .2019 acres - Block A & Block B - 13 Lots - $3,462.00 each - $45,006.00 
 
Mr. Davis further reported on various costs, (publication fees, filing fees), and the amount to be 
distributed to the City for each property.  If approved, these properties will be placed back onto 
the tax roll. 
 
A motion was made to approve the sale of the properties as submitted. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Property -William Duncan League (PDF) 

 Property -Wilson Subdivision (PDF) 

 Property-Bill Davis Subdivision (PDF) 

 Property - Oak Place (PDF) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Arnold, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

2. Council Action 2020-11 

Consider approval to offer a fine forgiveness, April 19-25, 2020, in conjunction with National 
Library Week. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported that the Liberty Municipal Library would like to offer a 
fine forgiveness week to encourage patrons to visit the Library and return overdue 
materials, in conjunction with National Library Week, April 19-25, 2020.  By offering fine 
forgiveness week, it is hoped that many overdue items are returned, while also encouraging 
patrons to visit and utilize the library. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Liberty Municipal Library's Fine Forgiveness Week. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

SECONDER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

3. Council Action 2020-12 

Consider award of bid for the Public Works Service Center Tropical Depression Imelda 
Restoration Project. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on bids received for the restoration of the Public Works 
Service Center, as a result of Tropical Depression Imelda.  Two bids were submitted from 
Basco Construction and Myron McDowell Construction in the amounts of $73,061.00 and 
$69,838.00, respectively. 
 

Following discussion of the scope of the project and bids submitted, a motion was made to 
award the bid to Myron McDowell Construction. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 SERVICE CENTER BID TAB (XLSX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

4. Council Action 2020-13 

Consider approval of the designation of certain vehicles and equipment as surplus property. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Tom Warner reported on a list of various items to be sold as surplus at an 
online auction to be held in March, with revenues from the sale of these items going to 
General Fund in the Revenue Account, Sale of Assets.   
 
A motion was made to approve certain designated equipment and vehicles as surplus 
property, to be sold in the online auction. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Auction Items-Feb 2020 (XLSX) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chipper Smith, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

5. Ordinance 2020-7 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS ORDERING A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE 
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2nd DAY OF MAY, 2020 FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING A MAYOR AND THREE 
COUNCILMEMBERS; AUTHORIZING A JOINT ELECTION AGREEMENT WITH THE 
LIBERTY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF LIBERTY AND THE LIBERTY COUNTY ELECTIONS 
ADMINISTRATOR; PROVIDING FOR EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR TWO TWELVE-
HOUR DAYS OF EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF 
ELECTION; ESTABLISHING OTHER PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.  CONSIDERE LA 
ADOPCION DE UNA ORDENANZA DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL DE LA CIUDAD DE 
LIBERTY, TEXAS, QUE ORDENA LA CELEBRACIÓN DE UNAS ELECCIONES 
MUNICIPALES GENERALES PARA EL DÍA 2 DE MAYO DE 2020 CON EL PROPÓSITO DE 
ELEGIR UN ALCALDE Y TRES CONCEJALES; QUE AUTORIZA UN ACUERDO DE 
ELECCIÓN CONJUNTA CON EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE LIBERTY Y UN 
CONTRATO DE SERVICIOS ELECTORALES POR Y ENTRE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY Y EL 
ADMINISTRADOR ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE LIBERTY; QUE DISPONE VOTACIÓN 
ANTICIPADA; QUE DISPONE DOS DÍAS DE DOCE HORAS DE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; 
QUE DISPONE LA PUBLICACIÓN Y LA NOTIFICACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE 
ESTABLECE OTROS PROCEDIMIENTOS PARA LA REALIZACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; 
QUE DISPONE UNA CLÁUSULA DE SEPARABILIDAD; QUE DISPONE UNA FECHA DE 
ENTRADA EN VIGOR; Y QUE DISPENSA DEL REQUISITO DE LA SECCIÓN 3.10 DE LOS 
ESTATUTOS DE AUTONOMÍA DE QUE ESTA ORDENANZA SEA LEÍDA EN DOS DÍAS 
SEPARADOS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS ORDERING A 
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE 2nd DAY OF MAY, 2020 FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ELECTING A MAYOR AND THREE COUNCILMEMBERS; AUTHORIZING A 
JOINT ELECTION AGREEMENT WITH THE LIBERTY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
AND AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF LIBERTY 
AND THE LIBERTY COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR; PROVIDING FOR EARLY 
VOTING; PROVIDING FOR TWO TWELVE-HOUR DAYS OF EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF ELECTION; ESTABLISHING OTHER PROCEDURES 
FOR CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 
3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO 
SEPARATE DAYS.” 
 
City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on the General Election for the purpose of electing a 
Mayor and three Council Members, contracting with the Liberty County Election Administrator's 
Office for conduct of the election and various duties of both entities.   This document is also 
available in the Spanish language. Those Council Members whose terms expire, in May, are 
Mayor Carl Pickett and Council Members David Arnold, Chipper Smith and Neal Thornton. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance ordering a General Election for May 2, 2020, as 
presented. 
 
 
El alcalde Pickett leyó el título de la Ordenanza en el registro como sigue: 
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“UNA ORDENANZA DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL DE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY, TEXAS, QUE 
ORDENA LA CELEBRACIÓN DE UNAS ELECCIONES MUNICIPALES GENERALES PARA 
EL DÍA 2 DE MAYO DE 2020 CON EL PROPÓSITO DE ELEGIR UN ALCALDE Y TRES 
CONCEJALES; QUE AUTORIZA UN ACUERDO DE ELECCIÓN CONJUNTA CON EL 
DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE LIBERTY Y UN CONTRATO DE SERVICIOS 
ELECTORALES POR Y ENTRE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY Y EL ADMINISTRADOR 
ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE LIBERTY; QUE DISPONE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; QUE 
DISPONE DOS DÍAS DE DOCE HORAS DE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; QUE DISPONE LA 
PUBLICACIÓN Y LA NOTIFICACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE ESTABLECE OTROS 
PROCEDIMIENTOS PARA LA REALIZACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE DISPONE UNA 
CLÁUSULA DE SEPARABILIDAD; QUE DISPONE UNA FECHA DE ENTRADA EN VIGOR; Y 
QUE DISPENSA DEL REQUISITO DE LA SECCIÓN 3.10 DE LOS ESTATUTOS DE 
AUTONOMÍA DE QUE ESTA ORDENANZA SEA LEÍDA EN DOS DÍAS.” 

 
 
La Secretaria de la Ciudad, Dianne Tidwell, informó sobre las Elecciones Generales con el 
propósito de elegir a un Alcalde y a tres Miembros del Consejo, para lo cual hizo un contrato 
con la Oficina del Administrador de Elecciones del Condado de Liberty para llevar a cabo la 
elección y diversas funciones de ambas entidades.   Este documento también está disponible 
en español. Los miembros del Consejo cuyos términos expiran en mayo, son el alcalde Carl 
Pickett y los miembros del Consejo David Arnold, Chipper Smith y Neal Thornton. 
 
Se hizo una moción para adoptar la Ordenanza que ordena una Elección General para el 2 de 
mayo de 2020, tal como se presentó. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Election Services Contract (PDF) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

6. Ordinance 2020-8 

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LIBERTY, TEXAS ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE 2ND DAY OF 
MAY, 2020 FOR THE PURPOSE OF VOTER CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSITIONS 
AMENDING THE HOME RULE CHARTER; AUTHORIZING A JOINT ELECTION AGREEMENT 
WITH THE LIBERTY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AN ELECTION SERVICES 
CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF LIBERTY AND THE LIBERTY COUNTY 
ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR; PROVIDING FOR EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR TWO 
TWELVE-HOUR DAYS OF EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND NOTICE 
OF ELECTION; ESTABLISHING OTHER PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCT OF THE 
ELECTION; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.  
CONSIDERE LA ADOPCION DE UNA ORDENANZA DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL DE LA 
CIUDAD DE LIBERTY, TEXAS, QUE ORDENA LA CELEBRACIÓN DE UNAS ELECCIONES 
ESPECIALES PARA EL DÍA 2 DE MAYO DE 2020 CON EL PROPÓSITO DE SOMETER A 
CONSIDERACIÓN DE LOS VOTANTES LAS PROPUESTAS DE ENMIENDAS A LOS 
ESTATUTOS DE AUTONOMÍA; QUE AUTORIZA UN ACUERDO DE ELECCIÓN CONJUNTA 
CON EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE LIBERTY Y UN CONTRATO DE 
SERVICIOS ELECTORALES POR Y ENTRE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY Y EL 
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ADMINISTRADOR ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE LIBERTY; QUE DISPONE VOTACIÓN 
ANTICIPADA; QUE DISPONE DOS DÍAS DE DOCE HORAS DE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; 
QUE DISPONE LA PUBLICACIÓN Y LA NOTIFICACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE 
ESTABLECE OTROS PROCEDIMIENTOS PARA LA REALIZACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; 
QUE DISPONE UNA CLÁUSULA DE SEPARABILIDAD; QUE DISPONE UNA FECHA DE 
ENTRADA EN VIGOR; Y QUE DISPENSA DEL REQUISITO DE LA SECCIÓN 3.10 DE LOS 
ESTATUTOS DE AUTONOMÍA DE QUE ESTA ORDENANZA SEA LEÍDA EN DOS DÍAS 
SEPARADOS. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Pickett read the caption of the Ordinance into the record as follows: 
 
"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS ORDERING A 
SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE 2ND DAY OF MAY, 2020 FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF VOTER CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSITIONS AMENDING THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER; AUTHORIZING A JOINT ELECTION AGREEMENT WITH THE LIBERTY 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF LIBERTY AND THE LIBERTY COUNTY ELECTIONS 
ADMINISTRATOR; PROVIDING FOR EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR TWO TWELVE-
HOUR DAYS OF EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF 
ELECTION; ESTABLISHING OTHER PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE 
CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS.” 
 
 
City Secretary Dianne Tidwell reported on the Special Election for the purpose of submitting to 
the voters amendments to the City's Home Rule Charter, contracting with the Liberty County 
Election Administrator's Office for conduct of the election and various duties of both entities.   
This document is also available in the Spanish language. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Ordinance ordering a Special Election for proposed 
amendments to the Home Rule Charter, as presented. 
 
El alcalde Pickett leyó el título de la Ordenanza en el registro como sigue: 
 
"UNA ORDENANZA DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL DE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY, TEXAS, QUE 
ORDENA LA CELEBRACIÓN DE UNAS ELECCIONES ESPECIALES PARA EL DÍA 2 DE 
MAYO DE 2020 CON EL PROPÓSITO DE SOMETER A CONSIDERACIÓN DE LOS 
VOTANTES LAS PROPUESTAS DE ENMIENDAS A LOS ESTATUTOS DE AUTONOMÍA; 
QUE AUTORIZA UN ACUERDO DE ELECCIÓN CONJUNTA CON EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 
INDEPENDIENTE DE LIBERTY Y UN CONTRATO DE SERVICIOS ELECTORALES POR Y 
ENTRE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY Y EL ADMINISTRADOR ELECTORAL DEL CONDADO DE 
LIBERTY; QUE DISPONE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; QUE DISPONE DOS DÍAS DE DOCE 
HORAS DE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA; QUE DISPONE LA PUBLICACIÓN Y LA 
NOTIFICACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE ESTABLECE OTROS PROCEDIMIENTOS 
PARA LA REALIZACIÓN DE LAS ELECCIONES; QUE DISPONE UNA CLÁUSULA DE 
SEPARABILIDAD; QUE DISPONE UNA FECHA DE ENTRADA EN VIGOR; Y QUE DISPENSA 
DEL REQUISITO DE LA SECCIÓN 3.10 DE LOS ESTATUTOS DE AUTONOMÍA DE QUE 
ESTA ORDENANZA SEA LEÍDA EN DOS DÍAS SEPARADOS.” 
 
 
La Secretaria de la Ciudad, Dianne Tidwell, informó sobre la Elección Especial con el propósito 
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de presentar a los votantes enmiendas a los Estatutos de la Ciudad, para lo cual hizo un 
contrato con la Oficina del Administrador de Elecciones del Condado de Liberty para llevar a 
cabo la elección y varios deberes de ambas entidades.   Este documento también está 
disponible en español. 
 
Se hizo una moción para adoptar la Ordenanza que ordena una Elección Especial para las 
enmiendas propuestas a los Estatutos de la Ciudad, tal como se presenta. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Charter Ballot Language & Approved Language (DOCX) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Neal Thornton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor ProTem 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

7. Council Action 2020-14 

Consider approval of a Joint Election Agreement between the City of Liberty and the Liberty 
Independent School District. Considerar la aprobacion de un Acuerdo de Elecciones Conjuntas 
por parte de y entre la Ciudad de Liberty y el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Liberty. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

School Districts are required by mandate to hold their trustee elections jointly with a city or the 
county (Education Code §11.0581).  This agreement fulfills this requirement for Liberty 
Independent School District. 
 

A  motion was made to approve the Joint Election Agreement between the City of Liberty 
and the Liberty Independent School District, to be conducted by the Liberty County 
Elections Administrator. 
 
 
Los distritos escolares están obligados por mandato a celebrar sus elecciones de síndicos junto 
con una ciudad o el condado (Código de Educación §11.0581).  Este acuerdo cumple con este 
requisito para el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Liberty. 
 

Se hizo una moción para aprobar el Acuerdo de Elección Conjunta entre la Ciudad de 
Liberty y el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Liberty, que se realizará por el Administrador 
de Elecciones del Condado de Liberty. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Joint Election Agreement -LISD and City (DOC) 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Libby Simonson, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dennis Beasley, Council Member 

AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Simonson, Arnold, Smith, Thornton 

B. WORK SESSION 

1. Information Item (ID # 4700) 

A Work Session regarding residential solid waste collection. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A work session was held regarding the new solid waste automated collection process.  
Discussed were issues relating to obtaining additional containers, assistance for those with 
disabilities, frequency of pickup, outreach and education for the citizens and other related 
issues. 

C. Executive Session 

Tx. Gov. Code §551.071 - Private Consultation with Attorney. 

To seek advice regarding contemplated / pending litigation. 
 
Tx. Gov. Code §551.074 - Personnel Matters. 
To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or 
dismissal of a public officer or employee. 
 
At 7:50 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the open meeting and opened the Executive Session, as 
authorized above. 

D. Reconvene into Regular Session 

At 8:29 p.m., Mayor Pickett closed the Executive Session and recovened the open meeting. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
8:30 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Mtng. & Joint Mtng.-LCDC www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 6:01 PM City Hall - Liberty Center 

City Council Page 1 Printed 3/2/2020 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on February 18, 2020 at the City Hall - Liberty Center, 1829 
Sam Houston Liberty, TX at 6:03 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Present  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Absent  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 

 
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council. There were no comments. 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Information Item (ID # 4702) 
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Discussion of the Draft Golf Course Master Plan, as presented by Jeffrey Blume, 
Landscape/Golf Course Architect. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

A joint meeting of the City Council and the Liberty Community Development Corporation 
was held to examine and review a draft Master Plan for the Liberty Municipal Golf Course, 
as presented by Jeffrey Blume.  This document is a significant tool in endeavoring to meet 
the priorities of all involved. Lengthy discussion was held regarding specific renovations, 
related cost estimates, timeline for completion, and related issues, for a total cost of 
$3,982,500.00. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
7:51 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 

6.A.3

Packet Pg. 59

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
F

eb
 1

8,
 2

02
0 

6:
01

 P
M

  (
M

in
u

te
s 

A
p

p
ro

va
l)
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 City Council 1829 Sam Houston 

  Liberty, TX  77575 

 Special Called Meeting www.cityofliberty.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell 

  City Secretary 
  (936) 336-3684 
 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 12:00 PM City Council Chambers 

City Council Page 1 Printed 3/3/2020 

 
The City Council of Liberty, Texas reserves the right to meet in closed session on any agenda 
item should the need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order on February 20, 2020 at the City Council Chambers, 1829 Sam 
Houston Liberty, TX at 12:03 PM by Mayor Carl Pickett. 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Carl Pickett Mayor Present  

Diane Huddleston Mayor ProTem Present  

Dennis Beasley Council Member Present  

Libby Simonson Council Member Present  

David Arnold Council Member Absent  

Chipper Smith Council Member Present  

Neal Thornton Council Member Present  

Tom Warner City Manager Present  

Chris Jarmon Asst. City Manager Present  

Naomi Herrington Asst. City Manager Present  

Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  

Brandon Davis City Attorney Present  

 

II. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 

Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  Mayor Pickett expressed condolences for the family 
of a previous City employee, B.J. Varnadore, a thirty-one year employee. 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Regular Session 

1. Council Action 2020-15 
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Consider acceptance of the Annual Audit Report for the Fiscal Year 2018-2019, as presented by 
Swaim, Brents and Associates. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Lee Ann Brents, Swaim, Brents & Associates, presented the City's Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 
2018-2019. The  auditor has examined the City's financial documents and internal controls by 
assessing efficiency and operating effectiveness.  Ms. Brents reviewed, in summary, the audit 
document. Ms. Brents reported on the City's assets, liabilities, net position, and additional 
related information.   Ms. Brents commented on the employees' cooperation and willingness to 
assist the auditors. 

RESULT: NO ACTION TAKEN 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion To: Adjourn 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pickett adjourned the meeting at 
12:46 p.m. 

. 

 

 

             

       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Agreements 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-16 DOC ID: 4710  

 

 

Department: Golf Course   
 

Subject: Ames Water Supply Corporation Service Agreement    
 

Background: The Liberty Municipal Golf Course currently receives water from the 
Ames Water Supply Corporation (AWSC). The AWSC was recently informed by the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) that AWSC must have a signed 
service agreement for every account.  
 

The service agreement for the Liberty Municipal Golf Course is attached for your review. 
 

Funding Source: Golf Course Fund 
 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the agreement 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Contracts 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-17 DOC ID: 4711 A 

 

 

Department: Municipal Court 
 

Subject: Interlocal Contract with Texas Department of Public Safety for Failure to 
Appear Program.  
 

Background: The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) contracts with a private 
vendor to provide and establish an automated Failure to Appear (FTA) system that 
accurately stores information regarding violators subject to the provisions of Texas 
Transportation Code Chapter 706. DPS uses the FTA system to properly deny renewal 
of a driver license to a person who is the subject of an FTA system entry. Municipal 
Court will supply information to the DPS, through its Vendor, necessary to deny renewal 
of the driver license of a person who fails to appear for a complaint or citation or fails to 
pay or satisfy a judgement ordering payment of a fine and cost in the manner ordered 
by the Municipal Court. The failure to appear are in matters involving any offense that 
Municipal Court has jurisdiction of under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 4.    
 

Funding Source: NA. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the contract between the 
Texas Department of Public Safety and the City.  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Financial Reports 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-18 DOC ID: 4712  

 

 
Department: Administration 
 
Background:  Tx. Local Gov. Code Chapter 103 “requires that a municipality shall have its 
records and accounts audited annually and shall have an annual financial statement prepared 
based on the audit”.  This task was recently completed by Swaim, Brents & Associates.  The 
resulting FY 2018-2019 Audit was presented to the City Council on February 20, 2020.  
However, the acceptance of the audit document was inadvertently missed at the February 
Meeting.  This agenda item allows the Council to vote to accept the annual audit, as previously 
presented. 
 
Funding Source: General Fund  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends acceptance of the FY 2018-2019 Audit, as 
presented on February 20, 2020. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Grant Issues 
   
   

 RESOLUTION 2020-1 DOC ID: 4713  

 

 

Department: City Manager     
 

Subject: Community Development Block Grant Funding    
 

Background: The City of Liberty has received funding through the Community 
Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-RD) Program for Hurricane 
Harvey. In order to be in compliance with all the rules related to the grant funding, the 
City must designate certain individuals as authorized signatories for contractual and 
financial documents. The city is designating the Mayor and City Secretary as signatories 
for contractual documents and the Mayor, City Secretary, City Manager and Assistant 
City Manager/CFO as signatories for financial documents. 
 

A copy of the depository/authorized signatories document is attached for your review. 
 

Funding Source: n/a 
 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the resolution 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, 

DESIGNATING AUTHORIZED SIGNATORIES FOR CONTRACTUAL DOCUMENTS 

AND DOCUMENTS FOR REQUESTING FUNDS PERTAINING TO THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (CDBG).  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty, Texas has received a Community Development Block Grant 

award to provide infrastructure improvements, and; 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint persons to execute contractual documents and documents 

for requesting funds and; 
 

WHEREAS, an original signed copy of the CDBG Depository/Authorized Signatories 

Designation Form is to be submitted with a copy of this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty, Texas acknowledges that in the event that an authorized 

signatory of the City changes (elections, illness, resignations, etc.) the City must provide the 

following: 
 

 a resolution stating who the new authorized signatory is (not required if this original 

resolution names only the title and not the name of the signatory); and 

 a revised Depository/Authorized Signatories Designation Form. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LIBERTY, TEXAS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Resolution 2020-1 City Council Meeting March 10, 2020 
Page 2 

 

 The Mayor and City Secretary are authorized to execute contractual documents 

associated to the Community Development Block Grant Program. 

 The Mayor, City Secretary, City Manager and Assistant City Manager/CFO will be 

authorized to execute the State of Texas Purchase Voucher and Request for Payment Form 

documents required for requesting funds approved in the Community Development Block Grant 

Program. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Liberty on this the 

10
th

 day of March, 2020. 

 

       CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

        

 

________________________ 

       CARL PICKETT 

Mayor 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________ 

DIANNE TIDWELL 

City Secretary  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Grant Issues 
   
   

 RESOLUTION 2020-2 DOC ID: 4714 B 

 

 

Department: City Manager     
 

Subject: Community Development Block Grant Funding    
 

Background: The City of Liberty has received funding through the Community 
Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-RD) Program for Hurricane 
Harvey. In order to be in compliance with all the rules related to the grant funding, the 
City must approve various Civil Rights policies. These policies include a (1) citizen 
participation plan and grievance procedure; (2) section 3 policy; (3) excessive force 
policy; (4) section 504 policy and grievance procedures; (5) limited English proficiency 
plan; (6) fair housing policy; and (7) code of conduct policy. 
 

A copy of the policies are attached for your review. 
 

Funding Source: n/a 
 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the resolution 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE ATTACHED POLICIES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS PARTICIPATION IN FEDERALLY 
FUNDED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROJECTS 
AND ADHERENCE TO THE REGULATIONS DESCRIBED THEREIN. 

 
Whereas, the City of Liberty, Texas, (hereinafter referred to as “City”) has been awarded federal 
funding through a  Community Development Block Grant (CDBG);  
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Section 109 of the Title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act. (24 CFR 6); the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101-6107); and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) and for construction contracts 
greater than $10,000, must take actions to ensure that no person or group is denied benefits 
such as employment, training, housing, and contracts generated by the CDBG activity, on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, or disability; 
 
Whereas, the City, in consideration for the receipt and acceptance of federal funding, agrees to 
comply with all federal rules and regulations including those rules and regulations governing 
citizen participation and civil rights protections; 
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 
1968, as amended, and 24 CFR Part 135,  is required, to the greatest extent feasible, to provide 
training and employment opportunities to lower income residents and contract opportunities to 
businesses in the CDBG project area; 
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Section 104(1) of the Housing and Community 
Development Act, as amended, and State’s certification requirements at 24 CFR 91.325(b)(6), 
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Resolution 2020-2 City Council Meeting March 10, 2020 
Page 2 

 

must adopt an excessive force policy that prohibits the use of excessive force against non-
violent civil rights demonstrations; 
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Executive Order 13166, must take reasonable steps to 
ensure meaningful access to services in federally assisted programs and activities by persons 
with limited English proficiency (LEP) and must have an LEP plan in place specific to the locality 
and beneficiaries for each CDBG project;  
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,  does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability and agrees to ensure that qualified individuals with 
disabilities have access to programs and activities that receive federal funds; and 
 
Whereas, the City, in accordance with Section 808(e)(5) of the Fair Housing Act (42 USC 
3608(e)(5)) that requires HUD programs and activities be administered in a manner affirmatively 
to further the policies of the Fair Housing Act, agrees to conduct at least one activity during the 
contract period of the CDBG contract, to affirmatively further fair housing; 
 
Whereas, the City, agrees to maintain written standards of conduct covering conflicts of interest 
and governing the actions of its employees engaged in the selection, award and administration 
of contracts. 
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Resolution 2020-2 City Council Meeting March 10, 2020 
Page 3 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, 

TEXAS, THAT THE CITY OF LIBERTY ADOPTS THE FOLLOWING: 

 

1. Citizen Participation Plan and Grievance Procedures;   

2. Section 3 Policy; 

3. Excessive Force Policy; 

4. Section 504 Policy and Grievance Procedures;   

5. Limited English Proficiency Plan; 

6. Fair Housing Policy; and 

7. Code of Conduct Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passed and approved this 10
th

 day of March, 2020. 

 

 

  

 

       

 _______________________________________ 

              

        CARL PICKETT 

MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 

  

 

_____________________________ 

  

 DIANNE TIDWELL 

CITY SECRETARY 
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Resolución No. ___ 

 

 

UNA RESOLUCIÓN ADOPTANDO LAS POLÍTICAS ADJUNTAS EN RELACIÓN CON LA 

CIUDAD DE LIBERTY, LA PARTICIPACIÓN DE TEXAS EN LOS PROYECTOS DE LA 

SUBVENCIÓN DE BLOQUES DE DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO FEDERALMENTE 

FINANCIADOS (CDBG) Y LA ADHESIÓN A LOS REGLAMENTOS DESCRITOS EN ESTE 

DOCUMENTO. 

 

  

Mientras que, Ciudad de Liberty, Texas, (en lo sucesivo "Ciudad") ha sido galardonado con CDBG 

financiación a través de una subvención de CDBG;  

  

Considerando que, Ciudad, según sección 109 del título I de la ley de desarrollo comunitario y vivienda. 

(24 CFR 6); la ley de discriminación de edad de 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101-6107); y la sección 504 de la ley 

de rehabilitación de 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) y contratos de construcción superior a $10.000, debe tomar 

medidas para garantizar que ninguna persona o grupo es negado beneficios como empleo, formación, 

vivienda y contratos generados por el CDBG actividad, sobre la base de raza, color, religión, sexo, origen 

nacional, edad o discapacidad; 

  

Considerando que, Ciudad, en la consideración para la recepción y aceptación de fondos federales, se 

compromete a cumplir con normas federales y reglamentos incluyendo las normas y reglamentos de 

participación ciudadana y protección de los derechos civiles; 

  

Mientras que, la Ciudad, conformidad con el artículo 3 de la ley de vivienda y desarrollo urbano de 1968, 

como enmendada y 24 CFR parte 135, se requiere, en la mayor medida posible, para proporcionar 

oportunidades de formación y empleo para bajar los residentes de ingreso y contrato de oportunidades de 

negocios en el área del proyecto CDBG; 

  

Considerando que, la Ciudad, según 104(1) de la sección de vivienda y ley de desarrollo de comunidad, 

enmendado, y requisitos para la certificación del estado en 24 CFR 91.325(b)(6), deben adoptar una 

política de fuerza excesiva prohíbe el uso de fuerza excesiva contra manifestaciones derechos civiles no 

violentas;  

 

Considerando que la Ciudad, de acuerdo con la Orden Ejecutiva 13166, debe tomar medidas razonables 

para garantizar el acceso significativo a los servicios en programas y actividades con asistencia federal 

por personas con dominio limitado del inglés (LEP) y debe tener un plan LEP específico de la localidad y 

beneficiarios para cada proyecto CDBG; 

  

Mientras que la Ciudad, según la sección 504 de la Rehabilitation Act de 1973, no discrimina por motivos 

de discapacidad y se compromete a asegurar que personas calificadas con discapacidades tengan acceso a 

programas y actividades que reciben fondos federales; y 

 

Considerando que, la Ciudad, según la sección 808(e)(5) de la ley de vivienda justa (42 3608(e)(5)) USC 

que requiere programas de HUD y actividades administrar en forma afirmativamente a más de las 

políticas de la ley de vivienda equitativa, se compromete a realizar al menos una actividad durante el 

período del contrato del contrato CDBG, afirmativamente para equidad de vivienda; 
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Mientras que la Ciudad, se compromete a mantener escritas normas de conducta que cubre conflictos de 

interés y que rigen las acciones de sus empleados participan en la selección, concesión y administración 

de contratos. 
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AHORA, POR LO TANTO, SER RESUELTO POR EL CONCEJALES DE LA CIUDAD DE 

LIBERTY, TEXAS, QUE LA CIUDAD DE LIBERTY ADOPTA LO SIGUIENTE: 

  

1. Plan de Participación Ciudadana y Procedimientos de Quejas; 

2. Política de la Sección 3; 

3. Política de fuerza excesiva; 

4. Política de la Sección 504 y Procedimientos de Quejas; 

5. Plan de dominio limitado del inglés; 

6. Política de Vivienda Justa; y 

7. Política del Código de Conducta 

  

 

 

 

 

Pasado y aprobado el día 10 de marzo, 2020. 
  

 

    

CARL PICKETT 

ALCALDE 

 

 

Atestiguar: 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

DIANNE TIDWELL 

Secretario de la Ciudad 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Surplus Property 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-19 DOC ID: 4720  

 

 

Department:  Library 
 

Subject:  Library Surplus Property  
 

Background: The Library removes books from our collection that are no longer in use 
due to being out-of-date, duplicates, in bad shape, or replaced with newer editions. If 
these are declared surplus property, they will be sold in the Friends of the Library’s book 
sale. All proceeds from the sale benefit the Library’s programs and are also used to 
fund special needs, such as paying for our Junior Library Guild book purchases. 
  
Funding Source: NA 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends declaring these unused books as surplus 
property. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Utility Services 
   
   

 ORDINANCE 2020-9 DOC ID: 4715  

 

 

Department: Administration 
 

Subject: CenterPoint Rate Increase  
 

Background: On November 14, 2019, CenterPoint filed an application for an increase 
in gas service rates. The total increase requested is $6.816 million annually, 
representing a 9.4% increase in non-gas revenues. However, it should be noted that the 
proposed increase for residential customers is $7.181 million, whereas small and large 
volume general service customers would receive rate decreases of $0.175 million and 
$0.190 million respectively. If approved, the average increase per residential customer 
would vary based on location from $1.41 to $8.19 monthly. CenterPoint has proposed 
that the gas service rate increase become effective on December 19, 2019. On 
December 19, 2019, City Council suspended the rate increase request for ninety (90) 
days. The City of Liberty joined with other cities to retain legal counsel and rate 
consultants to represent the various cities on this matter. The legal counsel and 
consultants have completed their review of the proposed rate increase. Based upon 
their analyses and evaluations conducted to date and the conclusions of similarly 
situated City groups participating in the proceedings at the Railroad Commission, the 
Consultant’s overall recommendation is that the Cities deny CenterPoint’s proposed 
rate increase. 
 

Fiscal Impact: NA 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends denial of CenterPoint’s proposed rate 
increase based on the consultants evaluation of the increase. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

DENYING THE STATEMENT OF INTENT OF CENTERPOINT 

ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A CENTERPOINT 

ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS 

GAS TO INCREASE RATES IN THE BEAUMONT/EAST 

TEXAS DIVISION; REQUIRING REIMBURSEMENT OF 

MUNICIPAL RATE CASE EXPENSES; FINDING THAT THE 

MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; 

DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THIS ORDINANCE. 

AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF SECTION 

3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT ALL 

ORDINANCES BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS 

 

 

WHEREAS, on or about November 14, 2019, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp. d/b/a 

CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas (“CenterPoint” or “Company”) 
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filed a Statement of Intent with the City of Liberty (“City”) to increase gas rates in the 

Beaumont/East Texas Division Service Area by $6.816 million per year;  
 

 WHEREAS, City has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates, operations and 

services of a gas utility in areas in the municipality pursuant to Tex. Util. Code §103.001;  
 

 WHEREAS, Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 103.021 requires a local regulatory authority to 

make a reasonable determination of rate base, expenses, investment and rate of return and retain 

the necessary personnel to determine reasonable rates;  
 

 WHEREAS, the City’s reasonable cost for regulatory expenses in ratemaking 

proceedings shall be reimbursed by the gas utility under Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 103.022; 
 

WHEREAS, in order to exercise its exclusive original jurisdiction and properly review 

the requested rates, it was necessary for the City to suspend CenterPoint’s proposed effective 

date for 90 days; 
  

WHEREAS, the City retained the Lawton Law Firm, P.C. to review CenterPoint’s rate 

request and make necessary rate recommendations to the City; 
 

WHEREAS, the Lawton Law Firm recommended that the City deny the requested 

Statement of Intent. The Company’s requested rate of return and capital structure is inconsistent 

with that of similarly-situated gas distribution utilities, and the Company’s requested 

depreciation rates rely on a depreciation study that is five years old and therefore is not 

representative of the Company’s current invested capital. As such, the Company has failed to 

show that its requested rates are just and reasonable.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS 

HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 

SECTION 1. The statements set out in the preamble to this ordinance are adopted herein 

as if set forth herein. 
 

SECTION 2. CenterPoint’s Statement of Intent to Increase Rates in the Beaumont/East 

Texas Service Area is denied. 
 

SECTION 3. The Company shall maintain its current rates under its currently approved 

rate schedules. 
 

SECTION 4. The Company shall promptly reimburse the City’s rate case expenses, as 

provided by GURA § 103.022(a). 
 

SECTION 5. The meeting at which this ordinance was approved was in all things 

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551. 
 

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall be effective immediately on passage. 
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SECTION 7.  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter 

of the City of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two separate days is hereby dispensed 

with. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED  10
th

  day of March, 2020. 
 

 

APPROVED: 
 

 
      

Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

      

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Agreements 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-21 DOC ID: 4716  

 

 

Department: Fire Department 
 

Subject: Insurance Services Office Rating  
 

Background: The Insurance Services Office (I.S.O.) evaluates the key elements of a 

community’s fire suppression system which include the fire department, emergency 
communications and water supply capabilities. The City of Liberty’s current I.S.O. 
Rating is a 5, with 1 being the highest and 10 being the lowest. This rating is used by 
some insurance companies in determining rates. It should be noted that medical service 
calls that are not taken into consideration in the I.S.O. rating.  The proposed agreement 
includes a Grading Summary and List of Suggested Improvements, a Pre-Survey 
Packet and assisting the City when the I.S.O. Field Representative visits and performs a 
field survey. The Grading Summary and List of Improvements phase will demonstrate 
the minimum point total that should result if an I.S.O. Field Representative performs a 
rating of the City. Based on this grading summary, a List of Suggested Improvements 
will be developed which, if implemented, would improve the I.S.O. rating for the City. 
The second phase is the Pre-Survey Packet which includes the extensive amount of 
data to document the answers the City will have to provide to the I.S.O. Representative. 
The final phase includes assisting the I.S.O. Field Representative during the City of 
Liberty survey.  The cost to provide these services is $32,000 and is contingent upon all 
three phases being completed. 
 

Funding Source: Cambridge Funds   
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the agreement with MP 
Consulting Services. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Airport 
   
   

 RESOLUTION 2020-3 DOC ID: 4718  

 

 

Department: Airport   
 

Subject: Installation of an Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS)    
 

Background: The Liberty Municipal Airport does not currently have an AWOS. An 
AWOS provides weather observations including air and dew point temperature, wind, air 
pressure, visibility, sky conditions and precipitation. This data is captured minute-by-
minute, 24 hours a day, to help pilots prepare and monitor weather forecasts, plan flight 
routes, and provide necessary information for takeoffs and landings. The AWOS will 
particularly benefit life flight pilots by providing them with daily real-time local weather 
reports. These reports are necessary for enhancing the safety of pilots by providing 
them accurate weather data when they takeoff or land in the vicinity of the Liberty 
Municipal Airport. The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has informed the 
City that it is willing to provide funding for the installation of an AWOS at the Liberty 
Municipal Airport. The total project is estimated to cost $200,000, with a 75% 
reimbursement from TxDOT. TxDOT is requesting a resolution from the City in order to 
move forward with the AWOS installation. 
 

Funding Source: TxDOT will fund 75% of estimated project cost and a private 
organization has agreed to fund the 25% match. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the resolution. 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT FUNDING FROM THE TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY TO INSTALL AN AUTOMATED WEATHER OBSERVING SYSTEM AT 
THE LIBERTY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty desires to install an automated weather observing 

system at the Liberty Municipal Airport and 

 

WHEREAS, the total project cost is estimated to be $200,000; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty hereby offers 25% of project costs to match 75% 

state funds, currently estimated to be $50,000 in local funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS, local funds will be available to meet project expenditures; and 
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 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty agrees to operate and maintain the installed 

automated weather observing system for the useful life of the asset; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Liberty intends to request financial assistance from the 

Texas Department of Transportation for installation of the automated weather observing 

system for these improvements; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LIBERTY, TEXAS, 

that the City of Liberty hereby directs the City Manager to execute on behalf of the City 

of Liberty, at the appropriate time, and with the appropriate authorizations of this 

governing body, all contracts and agreements with the Texas Department of 

Transportation, and such other parties as shall be necessary and appropriate for the 

implementation of the improvements to the Liberty Municipal Airport . 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL of the City of Liberty this the 10th 

day of March, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________ 

Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Miscellaneous Issues 
   
   

 ORDINANCE 2020-10 DOC ID: 4719  

 

 

Department: Inspections 
 

Subject: Off Street Parking  
 

Background: During the November 12, 2019 City Council Meeting, an ordinance was 
adopted creating Chapter 3.12 of the Code of Ordinances regulating parking within the 
City. The ordinance provides for the number of off-street parking spaces and dimension 
of spaces required for new commercial developments. Section 3.12.001 c) referenced 
the number of off-street parking spaces for each use shall be determined by Section 
3.12.003. The reference should have been to Section 3.12.002.  Also, the table in 
Section 3.012.003 Minimum Dimensions for Off-Street Parking was revised to clarify the 
various stall width and depth, aisle width and overall module width based on the angle 
of parking. The dimensions for parallel parking spaces were also added to the table.   
 

Funding Source: NA.  
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the ordinance amendment. 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 3.12 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, REGULATING PARKING WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT 

OF SECTION 3.10 OF THE HOME RULE CHARTER THAT THIS ORDINANCE 

BE READ ON TWO SEPARATE DAYS. 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the importance of having adequate off-street 

parking; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Liberty currently has an ordinance regulating off-street parking 

within the city limits; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Liberty, Texas finds it necessary and 

desirable to amend its Code of Ordinances to clarify the standards for off-street parking within 

the City of Liberty. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Liberty, 

Liberty County, Texas: 
 

Section 1:  Article 3.12 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Liberty shall be amended to 

read as follows: 
 

Section 3.12.001 General Requirements 
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a) At the time any building, use, or structure is erected, enlarged, structurally altered, or 

converted from one use to another which requires an increase in the number of parking 

spaces, off-street parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with these regulations 

for the use of occupants, employees, visitors and patrons. Where off-street parking 

facilities are provided in excess of the minimum amounts specified by this article, or 

when off-street parking facilities are provided but not required, said off-street parking 

facilities shall comply with the minimum requirements for parking and maneuvering 

space as specified in this article. 
 

b) Off-street parking facilities shall be maintained and continued as long as the building, use 

or structure is continued. No person shall utilize such building, use or structure without 

providing the required off-street parking facilities. In addition, it shall be unlawful to 

discontinue or dispense with, or cause the discontinuation or reduction of, the required 

parking facilities apart from the discontinuation of the building, use or structure, without 

establishing alternative off-street parking facilities, which meet these requirements. 
 

c) The number of off-street parking spaces for each use shall be determined by Section 

3.12.002. 
 

d) The building official shall not issue a building permit for any structure that does not 

conform to these parking requirements. Any variation to these standards must be 

approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 

3.12.002 Minimum Parking Space Requirements 

 

COMMERCIAL & CIVIC 

Bowling alley Five (5) parking spaces per lane 

Churches 1 parking space per 4 seats in auditorium or 

sanctuary 

Medical or dental clinic, doctor’s office, retail 

or personal service 

1 parking space per 200 square feet of floor 

area 

Hospitals 1 parking space per 2 beds 

Hotel or motel 1 parking space per room, unit, or guest 

accommodation 

Manufacturing, storage, processing, repairing 

or warehousing 

1 parking space per 1,000 square feet of 

floor area 

Business, professional or governmental 

offices 

1 parking space per 300 square feet of floor 

area 

Mortuary or funeral home 1 parking space for every two persons to be 

normally accommodated in services 

Elementary and middle schools 1 parking space per classroom 

High schools, colleges or universities 3 parking spaces per classroom 

Restaurant or cafeteria 1 parking space for every four (4) seats 

under maximum seating arrangements 
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Country club or golf course 4 parking spaces per hole 

Theaters, stadiums or gymnasiums 1 parking space for every three (3) seats 

Motor vehicle sales room or car lot 1 parking space for every 500 square feet of 

sales floor area (3 parking space minimum) 

Library or museum 1 parking space for every 400 square feet of 

floor area 

All other commercial uses not listed 1 parking space for every 250 square feet of 

floor area 

RESIDENTIAL 

Duplex, triplex, fourplex, townhomes and 

multi-family 

2 parking spaces per dwelling unit (must be 

hard surface parking) 

 

 

3.12.003 Minimum Dimensions for Off-Street Parking 

 

A B C D E F 

Angle of 

Parking 

(degrees) 

Width of 

stall (ft) 

Depth of 

stall 90° 

to aisle 

(ft) 

Width of aisle (ft) Width of 

stall 

parallel 

to aisle 

(ft) 

Module Width (ft) 

   One 

Way 

Two 

Way 

 One Way Two 

Way 

Standard Parking Spaces 

30 9.0 17.3 12.5 26.0 18.0 47.0 61.0 

30 9.5 17.8 12.5 25.0 19.0 48.0 61.0 

30 10.0 18.3 12.5 25.0 20.0 49.0 62.0 

45 9.0 17.5 12.5 36.0 12.7 48.0 61.0 

45 9.5 17.5 12.5 25.0 13.4 48.0 60.0 

45 10.0 17.5 12.5 25.0 14.1 48.0 60.0 

60 9.0 19.0 16.0 - 10.4 54.0 - 

60 9.5 19.0 15.0 - 11.0 53.0 - 

60 10.0 19.0 15.0 - 11.6 53.0 - 

75 9.0 19.5 23.0 - 9.3 62.0 - 

75 9.5 19.5 22.0 - 9.8 61.0 - 

75 10.0 19.5 22.0 - 10.3 61.0 - 

90 9.0 18.5 - 26.0 9.0 - 63.0 

90 9.5 18.5 - 25.0 9.5 - 62.0 

90 10.0 18.5 - 25.0 10.0 - 62.0 

Parallel Parking Spaces 
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0 9.0 9.0 

(width) 

12.5 25.0 22.0 

(length) 

30.0 42.0 

 

Minimum stall widths shall be nine (9) feet. The dimensions of up to twenty (20) percent of the 

total number of off-street parking spaces may be reduced to eight (8) feet in width and sixteen 

(16) feet in depth to accommodate compact automobiles. 
 

3.12.004 Parking Spaces for Disabled Persons 

 

a) Access to buildings for individuals with disabilities shall be provided from rights-of-way 

and parking areas in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Accessibility 

Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities as the same may be amended from time to time. 

Curb cuts shall typically have a gradient of not more than one (1) foot in twelve (12) feet 

and a width of not less than four (4) feet. Such access shall be cleared of all obstructions 

related to construction activity prior to the opening of the building to the general public. 
 

b) A parking lot servicing each entrance pathway shall have the number of level parking 

spaces as set forth in the following table, identified by signs. Such parking spaces and 

signs shall conform to the rules promulgated by the state purchasing and general services 

commission under subsection (c) of section 7.05 of the state Purchasing and General 

Services Act (chapter 2151 Government Code) and be in accordance with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act, Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities, as the same 

may be amended from time to time, relating to the identification and the dimensions of 

parking spaces for the disabled. Such parking spaces shall typically be a minimum of 

twelve (12) feet in width. The Building Official shall maintain a copy of the above-

mentioned guidelines. 
 

Total Spaces Required Number of Reserved Spaces  1 to 25 1  26 to 50 2  51 to 75 3  76 to 

100 4  101 to 150 5  151 to 200 6  201 to 300 7  301 to 400 8  401 to 500 9  501 to 1000 2% of 

total  1001 or more 20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1000   

 

c) Parking spaces for the physically disabled shall be located so that such persons may 

reasonably wheel or walk to reach entrance ramps, walkways and elevators. All parking 

lot plans submitted for city review shall clearly designate the intended access routes for 

individuals with disabilities. 
 

Section 2:  That the requirement contained in Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Liberty, Texas that all ordinances be read on two days is hereby dispensed with. 
 

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage. 
 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of  
 

Liberty, this _________ day of _______________________, 2020. 
 

______________________________ 

                                                       Carl Pickett, Mayor           
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ATTEST: 

______________________________ 

Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary      
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Water Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-22 DOC ID: 4721  

 

 

Department: Water/Wastewater 
 

Subject: Main Street Water Line Repairs  
 

Background: On Friday afternoon February 28th, Public Works was notified of a cavity 
in the parking lot in front of Boot Barn. The cavity was caused by a leaking 6-inch water 
line. The water line run along the west of Main Street and lies beneath the Main B box 
culverts. In order to complete the repairs with the minimum amount of disruption to the 
business in this area and depth of the line, the decision was made to bore a new water 
line under the box culvert. The contractor completed the waterline repairs on 
Wednesday March 4th. The City will replace the paving that was removed during the 
repairs. The cost to repair the water line was $45,905.00. The estimated cost for 
material to repair the paving is $4,095.00. This will bring the total project cost to 
$50,000.00.      
 

Funding Source: Cambridge Funds 
 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends authorizing expenditures up to $50,000 for 
the repair of the water line on Main Street under Main B. 
 
 
. 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 03/10/20 06:00 PM 

 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Executive Session Items 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION 2020-20 DOC ID: 4723  

 

 
Subject:  Action Taken Following an Executive Session 
 
Background:  A vote on a matter deliberated in a closed session may only be made in an open 
meeting that is held in compliance with the notice provisions. 
 
 
. 
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